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Chasing Brooklyn is a poignant novel by Lisa Schroeder that explores themes
of grief, love, and the journey toward healing. Released in 2010, this young
adult novel is written in free verse, a format that allows for emotional
depth and a lyrical quality that resonates with readers. The story follows
two main characters, Brooklyn and Nico, who are both grappling with the loss
of loved ones. As they navigate their pain and the complexities of their
emotions, they find solace in each other, ultimately learning that love can
emerge from even the darkest of times. This article delves into the plot,
characters, themes, and critical reception of "Chasing Brooklyn," providing a
comprehensive understanding of this impactful work.

Plot Summary

"Chasing Brooklyn" unfolds in a captivating manner, using the perspectives of
both Brooklyn and Nico to tell a story of loss and renewal. The novel begins
with Brooklyn, a teenage girl who is struggling to cope with the death of her
beloved brother, a tragic event that has left her feeling isolated and
hopeless.

Brooklyn's Journey

- Grief: Brooklyn's grief is palpable throughout the narrative. She often
reflects on her brother's absence and the void it has created in her life.
This emotional turmoil is depicted through her interactions with friends,
family, and her internal monologues, which reveal her deep sense of loss.
- Isolation: As Brooklyn withdraws from those around her, she finds it
difficult to share her feelings, which exacerbates her loneliness. The
readers witness her internal struggle and the various coping mechanisms she
employs, including writing in her journal.

Nico's Perspective

Nico's storyline intersects with Brooklyn's as he too is mourning the loss of
a loved one. His narrative provides another layer of complexity to the themes
of grief and healing.

- Connection to Brooklyn: Nico is haunted by the memory of his best friend,
who passed away under tragic circumstances. His journey of dealing with grief
leads him to Brooklyn, and their shared experiences create a bond that is
both comforting and challenging.
- Healing through Love: As Nico and Brooklyn begin to connect, they start to
find healing in each other's company. Their relationship evolves from one of



mutual understanding to a deeper emotional bond, showcasing how love can help
mend broken hearts.

Thematic Exploration

"Chasing Brooklyn" is rich in themes that resonate deeply with young adults
and anyone who has experienced loss. Below are some of the central themes
explored in the novel:

Grief and Loss

The primary theme of "Chasing Brooklyn" is the exploration of grief and how
it impacts individuals differently. The novel illustrates:

- Personal Grieving Processes: Both Brooklyn and Nico experience grief in
their own unique ways, highlighting that there is no right or wrong way to
mourn.
- Impact on Relationships: The story shows how grief can affect existing
relationships, often leading to misunderstandings and isolation.

Healing and Recovery

Another significant theme is the journey toward healing. The novel
emphasizes:

- Support Systems: The importance of friends and family in the healing
process is underscored, demonstrating that support can come from unexpected
places.
- Self-Discovery: As Brooklyn and Nico navigate their grief together, they
also embark on a path of self-discovery, learning more about themselves and
their capacity for love.

Love and Connection

Love is portrayed as a powerful force that can emerge from tragedy. The
development of Brooklyn and Nico's relationship exemplifies:

- Healing Power of Love: Their connection illustrates how love can provide
comfort and a sense of purpose amidst pain.
- Vulnerability: The characters' willingness to be vulnerable with each other
is a crucial aspect of their emotional growth and healing.



Character Analysis

The characters in "Chasing Brooklyn" are well-developed, and their journeys
are integral to the novel's impact.

Brooklyn

Brooklyn is a complex character whose grief is central to the narrative. Some
key characteristics include:

- Relatable Struggles: Her internal battles make her relatable to readers who
have experienced similar losses.
- Growth: Throughout the novel, Brooklyn undergoes significant personal
growth as she learns to confront her emotions and open herself to new
possibilities.

Nico

Nico serves as a foil to Brooklyn, and his character brings depth to the
story. Key traits include:

- Empathy: His understanding of loss allows him to connect with Brooklyn on a
profound level.
- Resilience: Nico's journey reflects resilience in the face of adversity,
showcasing his determination to heal after tragedy.

Writing Style and Structure

Lisa Schroeder's unique writing style is one of the defining features of
"Chasing Brooklyn."

Free Verse Format

The novel is written in free verse, which offers several advantages:

- Emotional Resonance: The poetic structure allows for an emotional
exploration of the characters' inner thoughts and feelings, creating a more
immersive experience for the reader.
- Accessibility: The free verse format makes it accessible to a wide range of
readers, including those who may struggle with traditional prose.



Lyrical Language

Schroeder’s use of lyrical language enhances the storytelling:

- Imagery: Vivid imagery captures the essence of Brooklyn and Nico's
experiences, making their emotions tangible.
- Symbolism: The language often incorporates symbolic elements that reflect
the themes of loss and healing, enriching the narrative.

Critical Reception

"Chasing Brooklyn" has been well received by critics and readers alike. Some
notable points include:

- Praise for Emotional Depth: Critics have lauded the novel for its emotional
depth and the authentic portrayal of grief.
- Connection with Young Readers: The themes of love, loss, and healing
resonate strongly with young adult audiences, fostering a sense of connection
and understanding.

Conclusion

In "Chasing Brooklyn," Lisa Schroeder crafts a heartfelt narrative that
delves into the complexities of grief and the healing power of love. Through
the intertwined journeys of Brooklyn and Nico, readers are invited to reflect
on their own experiences with loss, making the novel both relatable and
impactful. The free verse format and lyrical language further enhance the
emotional resonance of the story, ensuring it remains a memorable read for
those navigating the tumultuous waters of adolescence and beyond. As the
characters learn to embrace their pain and find solace in each other, the
novel ultimately delivers a message of hope, underscoring the resilience of
the human spirit in the face of tragedy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Chasing
Brooklyn'?
The main themes in 'Chasing Brooklyn' include grief, love, loss, and the
process of healing. The story delves into how the characters cope with their
emotions and the impact of loss on their lives.



Who are the primary characters in 'Chasing
Brooklyn'?
The primary characters are Brooklyn, a girl struggling with the death of her
best friend, and Nico, a boy grappling with the loss of his brother. Their
journeys intertwine as they navigate their grief together.

How does the narrative structure of 'Chasing
Brooklyn' contribute to its emotional impact?
The narrative structure alternates between Brooklyn's and Nico's
perspectives, allowing readers to experience their individual struggles and
emotions. This dual perspective enhances the emotional depth and connection
to the characters.

What role does the setting play in 'Chasing
Brooklyn'?
The setting of Portland, Oregon, serves as a backdrop for the characters'
journeys. The city’s atmosphere reflects the mood of the story, with its rain
and urban landscape symbolizing both melancholy and the possibility of
renewal.

What makes 'Chasing Brooklyn' a relevant read for
young adults?
'Chasing Brooklyn' addresses issues that resonate with young adults, such as
coping with loss, finding identity, and the importance of friendship. The
emotional honesty and relatable experiences make it a compelling read for
this age group.

How does Lisa Schroeder incorporate poetic elements
in 'Chasing Brooklyn'?
Lisa Schroeder uses verse to tell the story, which adds a lyrical quality to
the narrative. This poetic format allows for a more intimate exploration of
the characters' feelings, enhancing the overall emotional experience for
readers.
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