
chapter 28 section 3 us economic
imperialism guided reading
chapter 28 section 3 us economic imperialism guided reading offers an in-depth exploration of
the United States' economic expansion and influence during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
This period marked a pivotal shift in American foreign policy, where economic interests increasingly
dictated international relations and territorial acquisitions. The guided reading unpacks key
concepts such as economic imperialism, the motivations behind U.S. engagement abroad, and the
impacts on both the United States and the affected regions. By examining primary events and
policies, this section sheds light on how economic ambitions shaped American imperialism beyond
mere military conquest. The discussion also highlights the role of business interests, government
actions, and global competition in driving U.S. economic imperialism. This article will provide a
comprehensive breakdown of chapter 28 section 3 us economic imperialism guided reading,
covering its main themes and historical significance.

Understanding US Economic Imperialism

Motivations Behind Economic Expansion

Key Events and Policies in US Economic Imperialism

Impact on Foreign Territories and the US Economy

Legacy and Historical Interpretations

Understanding US Economic Imperialism

US economic imperialism refers to the strategic extension of American economic influence over
other countries and territories during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Unlike traditional
imperialism primarily focused on territorial conquest, economic imperialism emphasized control
through trade, investment, and financial leverage. This approach allowed the United States to
expand its markets, secure resources, and exert political influence without necessarily formalizing
colonial control. Chapter 28 section 3 us economic imperialism guided reading elucidates this
concept by detailing how economic power became a tool for national expansion and global presence.

Definition and Characteristics

Economic imperialism in the US context involved several defining characteristics: the pursuit of new
markets for manufactured goods, access to raw materials, investment opportunities abroad, and the
use of economic pressure to influence foreign governments. The guided reading clarifies that this
form of imperialism was often justified by ideologies such as Manifest Destiny and the belief in



American exceptionalism.

Differences from Political or Military Imperialism

While political and military imperialism focused on direct governance and territorial acquisition,
economic imperialism relied on indirect control through economic dominance. Chapter 28 section 3
us economic imperialism guided reading illustrates this distinction by highlighting examples where
the US exerted influence without formal annexation, such as in Latin America and Asia.

Motivations Behind Economic Expansion

The expansion of US economic imperialism was driven by a combination of economic, political, and
ideological motivations. Understanding these factors is essential to grasp the broader context of
chapter 28 section 3 us economic imperialism guided reading.

Industrial Growth and Need for Markets

Rapid industrialization in the United States created a surplus of goods and capital, necessitating the
search for new markets to sustain economic growth. The guided reading explains that expanding
overseas markets helped alleviate domestic economic pressures and fostered further industrial
development.

Access to Resources and Strategic Locations

Securing raw materials such as sugar, rubber, and oil was vital to maintaining industrial production.
Additionally, certain geographic locations held strategic value for trade routes and military
positioning. Chapter 28 section 3 us economic imperialism guided reading highlights the importance
of territories like Hawaii and the Philippines in this regard.

Political and Ideological Drivers

Nationalism and the belief in spreading civilization also motivated economic imperialism. Ideas such
as the "White Man’s Burden" and Social Darwinism provided moral justification for expanding
American influence abroad. The guided reading emphasizes how these ideologies intertwined with
economic objectives.



Key Events and Policies in US Economic Imperialism

This section of the guided reading focuses on significant events and policies that exemplify US
economic imperialism during the period covered in chapter 28 section 3.

Annexation of Hawaii

The annexation of Hawaii in 1898 was a critical milestone in US economic imperialism. American
business interests, particularly in sugar plantations, played a central role in pushing for annexation.
The guided reading details how economic motives combined with strategic considerations led to
Hawaii becoming a US territory.

The Open Door Policy in China

The Open Door Policy, articulated at the turn of the 20th century, aimed to ensure equal trading
rights for all foreign powers in China and prevent the partition of the country. This policy reflected
US efforts to secure economic access without formal colonization. Chapter 28 section 3 us economic
imperialism guided reading explains how this policy underscored America's commitment to
expanding its economic influence in Asia.

The Panama Canal and Economic Interests in Latin America

Control over the Panama Canal zone was another strategic economic move. The canal facilitated
faster maritime trade between the Atlantic and Pacific, boosting US commercial and military
mobility. The guided reading connects this infrastructure project to broader economic imperialism
goals in the Western Hemisphere.

Dollar Diplomacy

Implemented during President Taft’s administration, Dollar Diplomacy encouraged American
investment in Latin American and East Asian countries to increase US influence. By promoting
economic ties, the US sought to stabilize regions in ways favorable to its interests. Chapter 28
section 3 us economic imperialism guided reading discusses this policy as a hallmark of economic
rather than military imperialism.

Impact on Foreign Territories and the US Economy

The expansion of US economic imperialism had significant consequences both abroad and at home.



This section examines these impacts in detail as covered by chapter 28 section 3 us economic
imperialism guided reading.

Effects on Colonized and Influenced Regions

Economic imperialism often disrupted local economies and societies. Dependence on American
markets and investments could undermine local industries and political autonomy. The guided
reading highlights examples such as Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, where US economic
policies reshaped social and economic structures.

Growth of American Business and Economy

For the United States, economic imperialism helped fuel continued industrial growth and corporate
expansion. Access to international markets and resources bolstered American businesses and
contributed to the nation’s emergence as a global economic power. Chapter 28 section 3 us
economic imperialism guided reading connects these developments to broader trends of
globalization and capitalism.

Military and Political Ramifications

Economic imperialism often went hand in hand with increased military presence and political
intervention. The need to protect economic interests sometimes led to conflicts and occupations. The
guided reading underscores the intertwined nature of economic and military strategies in expanding
American influence.

Legacy and Historical Interpretations

Chapter 28 section 3 us economic imperialism guided reading also encourages critical reflection on
the legacy and interpretations of this era in American history.

Debates over Imperialism

At the time, economic imperialism sparked intense debate over America’s role in the world.
Opponents argued that imperialism betrayed democratic ideals, while supporters emphasized
economic and strategic benefits. The guided reading presents these contrasting viewpoints to
provide a balanced understanding.



Long-Term Consequences

The era of US economic imperialism laid the foundation for America's 20th-century global leadership
but also generated lasting tensions and inequalities. Chapter 28 section 3 us economic imperialism
guided reading points out how these historical dynamics continue to influence US foreign policy and
international relations today.

Reflection in Modern Scholarship

Modern historians analyze US economic imperialism through lenses such as economic dependency
theory and critiques of neo-imperialism. The guided reading encourages readers to consider how
economic power remains a central factor in global politics beyond the historical period covered.

Expansion of markets and resource acquisition

Strategic geopolitical maneuvering

Influence of ideologies like Manifest Destiny and Social Darwinism

Key policies such as the Open Door Policy and Dollar Diplomacy

Economic and political impacts on both the US and foreign regions

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Chapter 28 Section 3 on US
Economic Imperialism?
The main focus is on how the United States used economic means, such as investments and trade, to
extend its influence and control over other countries during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

How did the US government support economic imperialism
during this period?
The US government supported economic imperialism by backing American businesses abroad,
negotiating favorable trade agreements, and sometimes using military force to protect American
economic interests.

What role did American businesses play in economic



imperialism according to Chapter 28 Section 3?
American businesses invested heavily in foreign countries, especially in Latin America and Asia, to
gain access to resources and new markets, which helped expand US economic influence globally.

How did economic imperialism affect the countries targeted
by the United States?
Countries targeted often experienced increased foreign control over their economies, loss of
sovereignty, and sometimes exploitation of their natural resources and labor to benefit American
interests.

What is an example of US economic imperialism discussed in
Chapter 28 Section 3?
An example is the US involvement in Latin America, such as investments in the Panama Canal and
control over banana plantations, which demonstrated the use of economic power to influence the
region.

How did economic imperialism relate to US foreign policy at
the time?
Economic imperialism was closely tied to US foreign policy, which aimed to protect and expand
American business interests abroad through diplomacy, military intervention, and political influence.

What impact did economic imperialism have on US relations
with other world powers?
Economic imperialism sometimes caused tension and competition with other imperial powers like
Britain, Germany, and Japan, as they also sought to expand their economic and political influence
globally.

How does Chapter 28 Section 3 explain the connection
between economic imperialism and the concept of Manifest
Destiny?
The chapter explains that economic imperialism was an extension of Manifest Destiny, with the
belief that the US was destined to expand its influence beyond its borders through economic and
political means.

Additional Resources
1. Economic Imperialism: The Roots of U.S. Global Dominance
This book explores the historical development of U.S. economic imperialism, focusing on how
economic motives shaped American foreign policy in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It



examines key events such as the annexation of territories and the establishment of trade dominance.
The author provides a detailed analysis of the mechanisms through which the U.S. expanded its
economic influence worldwide.

2. The Influence of Dollar Diplomacy: U.S. Economic Expansion in the Early 20th Century
This title delves into the policy of Dollar Diplomacy implemented by the U.S. government to extend
its economic reach through investments and loans to foreign countries. It highlights the impact of
this strategy on Latin America and East Asia. The book also critiques the ethical and political
implications of using economic power to achieve imperial goals.

3. Manifest Destiny and Economic Imperialism: The U.S. in the World Arena
Focusing on the ideology of Manifest Destiny, this book connects the notion of American
exceptionalism to the country's economic imperialistic pursuits. It discusses territorial acquisitions
and how economic interests drove military and diplomatic actions. The author contextualizes these
developments within broader global imperialist trends.

4. From Isolation to Intervention: U.S. Economic Interests and Imperialism
This book traces the transition of the United States from an isolationist nation to an active imperial
power motivated by economic interests. It covers key moments such as the Spanish-American War
and the subsequent control over the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam. The narrative highlights
how economic imperatives influenced these foreign policy decisions.

5. American Business and the Making of Economic Empire
Examining the role of American corporations, this book discusses how business interests were
intertwined with government policies to expand U.S. influence abroad. It explores the activities of
major companies in securing markets and resources in foreign lands. The analysis includes the
impact of corporate lobbying on imperialist strategies.

6. The Economic Roots of U.S. Imperialism in Latin America
This work focuses specifically on Latin America, analyzing how economic motivations underpinned
U.S. interventions and policies in the region. It discusses the use of military force and economic
pressure to protect American investments. The book also considers the long-term effects of
economic imperialism on Latin American development.

7. Trade, Territory, and Power: U.S. Economic Imperialism in the Pacific
This book covers the expansion of U.S. economic influence in the Pacific region, including the
annexation of Hawaii and the Philippines. It highlights the strategic and commercial reasons behind
these territorial acquisitions. The author provides insights into the interplay between military
presence and economic interests.

8. Guided Reading to U.S. Economic Imperialism: A Student’s Companion
Designed as an educational resource, this book offers summaries, questions, and analyses aligned
with guided readings on U.S. economic imperialism. It helps students understand key concepts and
historical events related to American economic expansion. The companion includes maps and
primary source excerpts to enhance learning.

9. Imperial Ambitions: The Political Economy of U.S. Expansionism
This title investigates the political and economic motivations behind U.S. expansionism, emphasizing
the role of economic imperialism. It explores how economic objectives influenced legislation,
diplomacy, and military actions. The book situates U.S. imperialism within the broader context of
global economic competition.
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