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Chapter 26 Section 3 Guided Reading: The Cold War Comes Home Answers provides an insightful
examination of the domestic implications of the Cold War in the United States. This chapter delves
into the socio-political atmosphere of America during the 1940s and 1950s, emphasizing how the
tensions of the global Cold War influenced everyday life, government policies, and public sentiment.
The chapter also addresses how fear and paranoia regarding communism shaped American society,
leading to significant events such as McCarthyism and the Red Scare.

The Cold War Context

The Cold War was not just a geopolitical struggle between the United States and the Soviet Union; it
was also a period of intense social and political change within the United States. Several key elements
of this chapter highlight the nuances of how the Cold War permeated American life.

The Rise of Communism and the Red Scare

The fear of communism spreading across the globe had a profound effect on American society. The
Red Scare, which began in the late 1940s and continued into the 1950s, was characterized by a
widespread fear that communists were infiltrating various institutions, including the government,
entertainment industry, and even schools.

- Key Features of the Red Scare:

1. McCarthyism: Named after Senator Joseph McCarthy, this term refers to the practice of making
accusations of subversion or treason without proper evidence. McCarthy's hearings led to a culture of
fear where many lost their jobs and reputations.

2. House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC): This committee investigated alleged disloyalty
and subversive activities. It famously targeted Hollywood, resulting in the blacklisting of several
individuals.

3. Loyalty Oaths: Many government employees were required to take loyalty oaths to prove their
allegiance to the United States, further stoking fears of disloyalty.

The threat of communism was not limited to foreign affairs; it was a tangible concern that impacted
many facets of life in the United States.



