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chapter 2 section 4 guided reading and review creating the constitution
answers provides a detailed examination of the foundational aspects involved
in the creation of the United States Constitution. This article aims to
deliver comprehensive and accurate answers to the guided reading and review
questions found in Chapter 2, Section 4, focusing on the drafting, debates,
and compromises that shaped the Constitution. Key themes such as the
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, the Constitutional Convention,
the Virginia and New Jersey Plans, the Great Compromise, and the principles
embedded in the final document will be thoroughly explored. Emphasis 1is
placed on understanding how these elements interconnect within the broader
context of American government formation. Additionally, this guide offers
clarity on the historical significance and lasting impact of the
Constitution. Following this introduction, a structured table of contents
outlines the main sections covered for easy navigation.

e Background and Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
e The Constitutional Convention

e Major Plans Proposed at the Convention

e The Great Compromise and Other Agreements

e Key Principles of the Constitution

e Ratification and the Federalist-Antifederalist Debate

Background and Weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation

The Articles of Confederation served as the first governing document of the
United States, but several fundamental weaknesses prompted the need for a new
constitution. Under the Articles, the national government lacked sufficient
authority to regulate commerce, enforce laws, or levy taxes effectively.

This section reviews the challenges faced under the Articles of Confederation
that led to calls for reform. These issues include the absence of a strong
executive branch, the inability to maintain a standing army, and the
requirement for unanimous consent to amend the Articles, which proved



impractical.

Limitations of Central Government under the Articles

The central government created by the Articles was intentionally weak,
reflecting fears of tyranny. However, this resulted in an ineffective system
that hindered national unity and economic stability. The government could not
compel states to pay taxes or abide by collective decisions, leading to
financial difficulties and interstate conflicts.

Economic and Political Problems

Economic instability was rampant due to the lack of regulation over
interstate commerce and foreign trade. Politically, the government struggled
to respond to internal uprisings, such as Shays’ Rebellion, highlighting the
need for a stronger federal framework.

The Constitutional Convention

In response to the inadequacies of the Articles, delegates from twelve states
convened in Philadelphia in 1787 to draft a new constitution. The
Constitutional Convention was marked by intense debate and negotiation as
delegates sought to balance state and federal interests.

This section examines the purpose, key participants, and the overall
atmosphere of the Convention, emphasizing how the delegates approached the
task of creating a more effective national government.

Purpose and Goals of the Convention

Originally intended to revise the Articles of Confederation, the Convention
quickly shifted toward drafting an entirely new constitution. Delegates aimed
to create a government capable of maintaining order, protecting property
rights, and ensuring liberty.

Notable Delegates and Their Roles

Prominent figures such as George Washington, James Madison, Alexander
Hamilton, and Benjamin Franklin played critical roles in shaping the

proceedings. Their contributions ranged from leadership to proposing

foundational ideas that influenced the final document.



Major Plans Proposed at the Convention

Several proposals were introduced to determine the structure of the new
government. The most significant were the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey
Plan, each reflecting differing visions about representation and federal
authority.

This section outlines the key features of these plans and their implications
for state power and legislative design.

The Virginia Plan

The Virginia Plan, introduced by James Madison, proposed a bicameral
legislature with representation based on state population or financial
contributions. It advocated for a strong national government with three
branches: legislative, executive, and judicial.

The New Jersey Plan

In contrast, the New Jersey Plan favored a unicameral legislature with equal
representation for each state, preserving the sovereignty of smaller states.
It sought to amend the Articles rather than replace them entirely.

The Great Compromise and Other Agreements

The conflicting demands of large and small states led to the Great
Compromise, which established a bicameral Congress balancing population-based
and equal state representation. Additional compromises addressed issues such
as slavery and the powers of the executive branch.

This section details the critical agreements that resolved disputes and
enabled the Constitution’s completion.

The Great Compromise

The Great Compromise created the House of Representatives, with seats
apportioned by population, and the Senate, with two senators per state. This
dual system satisfied both large and small states, facilitating agreement on
legislative structure.

Other Significant Compromises

e Three-Fifths Compromise: Determined that enslaved individuals would
count as three-fifths of a person for representation and taxation
purposes.



* Commerce Compromise: Allowed the federal government to regulate
interstate and international trade but prohibited tariffs on exports.

e Electoral College: Established a system for electing the president that
balanced popular vote and state influence.

Key Principles of the Constitution

The Constitution incorporated several foundational principles designed to
create a balanced and enduring government. Understanding these principles 1is
essential to grasping the document’s intent and function.

This section explores the core concepts embedded within the Constitution’s
framework.

Separation of Powers

The Constitution divides governmental power among three branches—legislative,
executive, and judicial-to prevent any single branch from becoming too
powerful. Each branch has distinct responsibilities and checks the others.

Federalism

Federalism establishes the division of power between the national government
and the states. This balance allows for shared governance while preserving
state sovereignty in certain areas.

Checks and Balances

Checks and balances ensure that each branch can limit the powers of the
others. Examples include the presidential veto, congressional approval of
appointments, and judicial review.

Popular Sovereignty and Republicanism

The Constitution reflects the principle that government derives its authority
from the people, who elect representatives to govern on their behalf.

Ratification and the Federalist-Antifederalist



Debate

Following the Constitutional Convention, the proposed Constitution required
ratification by nine states to become effective. This period sparked intense
debate between Federalists, who supported the new Constitution, and
Antifederalists, who feared excessive central power.

This section examines the arguments presented by both sides and the eventual
compromises that led to ratification.

Federalist Arguments

Federalists advocated for the Constitution as a means to create a strong,
effective national government capable of addressing the weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation. They emphasized the system of checks and balances
and the protection of individual rights.

Antifederalist Concerns

Antifederalists opposed the Constitution due to the absence of a specific
Bill of Rights and concerns about the potential for government tyranny. They
argued for greater protections of individual liberties and state authority.

The Bill of Rights Compromise

The promise to add a Bill of Rights was instrumental in securing
ratification. The first ten amendments addressed many of the Antifederalists
concerns by explicitly guaranteeing fundamental freedoms.

’

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Chapter 2 Section 4 in the
guided reading and review of creating the
Constitution?

The main focus is on the process of drafting and ratifying the United States
Constitution, including the debates and compromises made by the
Constitutional Convention.

What were the key compromises discussed in Chapter 2
Section 4 during the creation of the Constitution?

The key compromises included the Great Compromise, which established a
bicameral legislature, and the Three-Fifths Compromise, which determined how



enslaved people would be counted for representation and taxation.

How did the guided reading and review help students
understand the Constitution's creation?

The guided reading and review provided structured questions and answers that
highlighted important events, principles, and debates, helping students grasp
the complexities of drafting the Constitution.

What role did the Federalists and Anti-Federalists
play according to Chapter 2 Section 4?

Federalists supported the new Constitution and a stronger central government,
while Anti-Federalists opposed it, fearing it gave too much power to the
national government and lacked a Bill of Rights.

Why was the Bill of Rights important as explained in
the guided reading and review?

The Bill of Rights was important because it addressed Anti-Federalist
concerns by guaranteeing individual freedoms and limiting the power of the
federal government.

What does Chapter 2 Section 4 say about the
ratification process of the Constitution?

It explains that the Constitution had to be ratified by nine of the thirteen
states, which involved intense debates and the promise to add a Bill of
Rights to ensure its acceptance.

Additional Resources

1. Creating the Constitution: A Guided Reading Approach

This book offers a comprehensive guided reading on the formation of the
United States Constitution. It breaks down complex historical events and
ideas into manageable sections, making it easier for students to understand
the constitutional convention and the debates that shaped the document. Each
chapter includes review questions and activities to reinforce learning.

2. The Constitutional Convention: Shaping the Nation’s Future

Focused on the pivotal moments of the Constitutional Convention, this book
explores the challenges faced by the founding fathers. It provides detailed
explanations of key compromises and the principles behind the Constitution.
Readers gain insight into the political climate and the importance of the
Constitution in American history.

3. Understanding the U.S. Constitution: Guided Reading and Review



Designed as a student-friendly resource, this book combines guided reading
strategies with clear explanations of constitutional concepts. It includes
summaries, review questions, and vocabulary exercises that align with chapter
2 section 4 topics. The book helps readers develop critical thinking skills
about the creation and impact of the Constitution.

4. Foundations of American Government: Creating the Constitution

This text delves into the foundational ideas and events that led to the
drafting of the Constitution. It covers the weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation and the need for a stronger federal government. With guided
reading prompts, it encourages learners to analyze the motivations of the
framers and the document’s significance.

5. Guided Reading and Review: The Constitution and Its Origins

A resource tailored for classroom use, this book provides structured reading
passages and review questions focused on the Constitution’s creation. It
highlights the compromises, debates, and philosophical ideas that influenced
the document. The guided approach aids in comprehension and retention of key
historical facts.

6. The Making of the U.S. Constitution: A Student’s Guide

This guide offers a detailed narrative of the events leading up to and
including the Constitutional Convention. It explains the roles of important
figures and the major issues addressed during the convention. The book
includes review sections that help students test their understanding of the
constitutional framework.

7. Constitutional Compromises and Debates: Guided Review

This book focuses specifically on the critical compromises that were
necessary to finalize the Constitution, such as the Great Compromise and the
Three-Fifths Compromise. It provides guided questions and discussion points
to deepen understanding of these complex issues. The text supports learners
in grasping how consensus was achieved among diverse interests.

8. The U.S. Constitution: Creation and Review Workbook

A workbook-style resource that combines guided readings with review exercises
and answer keys. It is designed to reinforce knowledge of the Constitution’s
origins, structure, and principles. The interactive format is ideal for both
independent study and classroom activities.

9. Exploring the Constitution: Chapter 2 Section 4 Study Guide

This study guide is tailored to align with chapter 2 section 4 curriculum,
providing summaries and review questions that focus on the creation of the
Constitution. It helps students connect historical events with the text of
the Constitution itself. The guide encourages critical thinking and prepares
learners for assessments.
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