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The Coming of Independence: Chapter 2 Section 2
Guided Reading and Review

The journey toward independence for the American colonies was marked by a series of
pivotal events and influential figures that shaped the nation's future. Chapter 2, Section 2
of the guided reading and review delves into these critical moments, providing insight into
the causes and consequences of the push for independence from British rule. This article
will explore the key themes, events, and individuals involved in this transformative period,
offering a comprehensive overview for those studying American history.

The Prelude to Independence

The desire for independence among the American colonies did not arise in a vacuum. A
combination of economic, political, and social factors fueled the sentiment against British
rule.

Economic Discontent: The imposition of taxes such as the Stamp Act and the
Townshend Acts placed a heavy burden on the colonists, who felt they were being
unfairly taxed without representation.

Political Grievances: Colonists increasingly viewed British policies as oppressive
and limiting their rights. The lack of representation in Parliament became a rallying
cry for many.

Social Changes: The Enlightenment ideals of liberty and self-governance began to
permeate colonial society, influencing public opinion and spurring calls for
independence.

These factors set the stage for the eventual break from Britain, as colonists began to unite
against perceived injustices.

Key Events Leading to Independence

Several significant events acted as catalysts for the independence movement.



Understanding these events is crucial for grasping the broader narrative of American
history.

The Boston Massacre (1770): A deadly confrontation between British soldiers and1.
Boston colonists that resulted in the deaths of five colonists. This incident heightened
anti-British sentiments and was used as propaganda to fuel the fight for
independence.

The Boston Tea Party (1773): In response to the Tea Act, American colonists2.
disguised as Mohawk Indians dumped 342 chests of British tea into Boston Harbor.
This act of defiance further escalated tensions between Britain and the colonies.

The Intolerable Acts (1774): A series of punitive measures imposed by the British3.
Parliament in response to the Boston Tea Party. These acts united the colonies in
opposition to British rule, leading to the formation of the First Continental Congress.

The First Continental Congress (1774): Delegates from twelve colonies gathered4.
to discuss their grievances against Britain. The Congress sought to address colonial
rights and organize a collective response to British aggression.

The Battles of Lexington and Concord (1775): The first military engagements of5.
the American Revolutionary War. These battles marked the outbreak of armed
conflict between Britain and the colonies, signaling that reconciliation was no longer
an option.

Each of these events played a crucial role in galvanizing support for independence and
fostering a sense of unity among the colonies.

Influential Figures in the Independence Movement

The coming of independence was not only a collective effort but also the result of the
actions and ideas of several prominent figures. Their contributions shaped the
revolutionary spirit and laid the groundwork for a new nation.

Thomas Paine: His pamphlet "Common Sense," published in 1776, argued
compellingly for independence and challenged the legitimacy of monarchy. Paine's
work reached a wide audience and inspired many to support the revolutionary cause.

Samuel Adams: A key organizer of resistance against British policies, Adams was
instrumental in the formation of the Sons of Liberty and played a significant role in
protests like the Boston Tea Party.

George Washington: Appointed as the commander of the Continental Army,
Washington's leadership was vital in the military struggle for independence. His
strategic acumen and ability to rally troops were crucial during pivotal moments of



the war.

John Adams: A leading advocate for independence, Adams played a pivotal role in
persuading Congress to declare independence and was a key figure in drafting the
Declaration of Independence.

Benjamin Franklin: As a diplomat and negotiator, Franklin's efforts in securing
French support for the American cause were instrumental in achieving
independence.

These individuals not only influenced public opinion but also played significant roles in the
governance and military strategy of the revolutionary movement.

The Declaration of Independence

One of the most significant milestones in the quest for independence was the drafting of
the Declaration of Independence. This document, adopted on July 4, 1776, articulated the
colonies' reasons for seeking independence and outlined the philosophical underpinnings
of American democracy.

Principles of Natural Rights: The Declaration asserts that all men are created
equal and endowed with certain unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. This concept resonated deeply with Enlightenment ideals and
justified the colonies' break from Britain.

Grievances Against the King: The document lists specific grievances against King
George III, detailing the ways in which he violated the rights of the colonists. This
served to unite the colonies against a common enemy.

A Call to Action: The Declaration concluded with a bold assertion of independence,
declaring that the colonies were free and independent states. This proclamation
galvanized support for the revolutionary cause and laid the foundation for the
establishment of a new government.

The Declaration of Independence stands as a monumental achievement in American
history, symbolizing the colonies' commitment to self-governance and individual rights.

The Impact of Independence

The successful pursuit of independence from Britain had profound implications for the
newly formed United States and the world at large.



Formation of a New Government: The colonies transitioned from British rule to
self-governance, leading to the establishment of the Articles of Confederation and
later the U.S. Constitution.

Influence on Other Revolutions: The American Revolution inspired other
countries to seek independence and embrace democratic ideals, influencing
movements in France, Latin America, and beyond.

National Identity: The struggle for independence fostered a sense of American
identity and unity among the diverse colonies, laying the groundwork for a shared
national narrative.

The coming of independence was not merely an end to British rule but the beginning of a
new chapter in history characterized by the pursuit of liberty and self-determination.

Conclusion

Chapter 2, Section 2 of the guided reading and review on the coming of independence
encapsulates a critical period in American history. The convergence of economic
grievances, political aspirations, and social movements propelled the colonies toward
independence. Key events and influential figures played vital roles in shaping the
revolutionary spirit, culminating in the Declaration of Independence. The impact of this
struggle extends far beyond the borders of the United States, influencing global
movements for democracy and self-governance. Understanding this chapter is essential for
grasping the complexities of America's founding and the enduring principles that continue
to shape the nation today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key events led to the growing desire for
independence in the colonies?
Key events included the imposition of taxes without representation, the Boston Tea Party,
and the Intolerable Acts, which united the colonists against British rule.

How did the Enlightenment influence the colonists'
views on independence?
The Enlightenment introduced ideas of individual rights and government by consent,
which inspired colonists to challenge British authority and seek self-governance.



What role did the First Continental Congress play in the
independence movement?
The First Continental Congress convened in 1774 to address colonial grievances and
coordinate resistance against British policies, marking a significant step towards
independence.

What was the significance of Thomas Paine's 'Common
Sense'?
'Common Sense' argued for independence in clear, persuasive language, helping to
galvanize public opinion and motivate colonists to support the revolutionary cause.

How did the Declaration of Independence reflect
Enlightenment principles?
The Declaration articulated the ideas of natural rights, the social contract, and the right to
revolt against oppressive governments, embodying Enlightenment thought.

What were the main grievances listed in the Declaration
of Independence?
The main grievances included taxation without representation, lack of fair trial, and the
dissolution of colonial legislatures, illustrating the colonists' frustrations with British rule.

How did the colonies organize for war after declaring
independence?
The colonies established the Continental Army, appointed George Washington as its
commander, and sought alliances with foreign nations to support their fight against
Britain.

What impact did the Revolutionary War have on the
concept of independence?
The Revolutionary War solidified the concept of independence by demonstrating the
colonies' determination to break free from British control and establish their own
governance.

How did the outcome of the war shape the future of the
United States?
The outcome of the war resulted in American victory and the establishment of the United
States as an independent nation, setting the stage for the development of democratic
governance and expansion.
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