chapter 17 ap world history

Chapter 17 AP World History serves as a pivotal point in understanding the interconnectedness of the
world during the early modern period. This chapter typically covers significant transformations that
occurred from the 15th to the 18th centuries, including the Age of Exploration, the rise of empires, the
spread of new ideas, and the social and economic changes that defined this era. By delving into the key
themes and concepts of Chapter 17, students can gain a comprehensive understanding of how these

historical developments shaped the modern world.

The Age of Exploration

One of the central themes of Chapter 17 is the Age of Exploration, which marked a significant shift in
global interactions. European powers sought new trade routes, resources, and territories, leading to

unprecedented contact between different cultures. Key factors that fueled this exploration included:
¢ Technological Advancements: Innovations in navigation, shipbuilding, and cartography enabled
longer and safer sea voyages.

¢ Economic Motives: The desire for spices, gold, and other valuable commodities drove European

nations to explore new lands.

¢ Religious Zeal: The spread of Christianity was a motivating factor for many explorers, who sought to

convert indigenous populations.



