cfa level 1 sample questions with
answers

CFA Level 1 Sample Questions with Answers are essential for candidates
preparing for the CFA (Chartered Financial Analyst) Level 1 exam. The CFA
Level 1 exam is known for its breadth of content and the rigorous evaluation
of fundamental financial knowledge. Understanding the types of questions that
appear on the exam, along with their answers, can significantly enhance a
candidate's preparation strategy. This article will explore various sample
questions across different topics within the CFA curriculum, providing
detailed explanations and insights into the answers.

Understanding the CFA Level 1 Exam Structure

The CFA Level 1 exam consists of multiple-choice questions that assess a
candidate's knowledge and comprehension of a wide range of financial
concepts. The exam is divided into two sessions, each comprising 90
questions, making a total of 180 questions. The topics covered in the CFA
Level 1 exam include:

1. Ethics and Professional Standards
2. Quantitative Methods
3. Economics

4. Financial Reporting and Analysis
5. Corporate Finance
6. Equity Investments
7. Fixed Income

8. Derivatives

9. Alternative Investments

10. Portfolio Management and Wealth Planning

Each topic carries a different weight in the exam, with Ethics being crucial
for passing.

Sample Questions and Answers

Below are sample questions categorized by topic, along with detailed answers
and explanations.

1. Ethics and Professional Standards

Sample Question 1:



Which of the following is a violation of the CFA Institute Code of Ethics?

Taking credit for the work of a team member without acknowledgment.
Disclosing client information without consent.
Both A and B.

A
B
C
D) None of the above.

)
)
)
)

Answer: C) Both A and B.

Explanation: Both taking credit for someone else's work and disclosing client
information without consent violate the CFA Institute's Code of Ethics and
Standards of Professional Conduct.

2. Quantitative Methods

Sample Question 2:
If the mean of a dataset is 50 and the standard deviation is 5, what is the
z-score of a value of 607?
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Answer: B) 2

Explanation: The z-score is calculated using the formula:

\[ z = \frac{(X - \mu)}{\sigma} \]

Where \( X \) is the value, \( \mu \) is the mean, and \( \sigma \) is the
standard deviation.

\[ z = \frac{(60 - 50)}{5} = 2 \]

3. Economics

Sample Question 3:
What is the effect of an increase in consumer income on the demand for a
normal good?

A) Demand increases.

B) Demand decreases.

C) Demand remains unchanged.

D) Demand may increase or decrease depending on the price elasticity.

Answer: A) Demand increases.
Explanation: For normal goods, an increase in consumer income leads to an
increase in demand because consumers have more purchasing power.



4. Financial Reporting and Analysis

Sample Question 4:
Which of the following is an example of an operating activity in the
statement of cash flows?

Issuing bonds
Paying dividends
Selling goods and services

A
B
C
D) Purchasing equipment
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Answer: C) Selling goods and services.
Explanation: Operating activities include cash transactions related to the
day-to-day functions of a business, such as selling goods and services.

5. Corporate Finance

Sample Question 5:
A company has a debt-to-equity ratio of 1.5. If its total equity is $200,000,
what is the total debt?

$100, 000
$300,000
$400,000

A
B
C
D) $500,000

)
)
)
)

Answer: C) $400,000

Explanation: The debt-to-equity ratio is calculated as:

\[ \text{Debt-to-Equity Ratio} = \frac{\text{Total Debt}}{\text{Total
Equity}} \]

Thus, if the ratio is 1.5 and equity is $200,000:

\[ 1.5 = \frac{\text{Total Debt}}{200,000} \]

Solving for Total Debt gives:

\[ \text{Total Debt} = 1.5 \times 200,000 = 300,000 \]

6. Equity Investments

Sample Question 6:
Which of the following is NOT a factor that affects the price of a stock?

Earnings growth
Interest rates
Company management

A
B
C
D) Tax rates

)
)
)
)

Answer: D) Tax rates



Explanation: While tax rates can affect overall market conditions and
investor sentiment, they are not directly a factor affecting the price of a
specific stock. Other options directly relate to company performance and
market conditions.

7. Fixed Income

Sample Question 7:
What happens to the price of a bond when interest rates rise?

A) The price increases.

B) The price decreases.

C) The price remains the same.

D) The price fluctuates unpredictably.

Answer: B) The price decreases.

Explanation: There is an inverse relationship between bond prices and
interest rates. When interest rates rise, existing bonds with lower rates
become less attractive, leading to a decrease in their market price.

8. Derivatives

Sample Question 8:
A call option gives the holder the right to:

A) Sell an asset at a specified price.

B) Buy an asset at a specified price.

C) Buy or sell an asset at a specified price.
D) None of the above.

Answer: B) Buy an asset at a specified price.
Explanation: A call option provides the holder with the right to purchase an
underlying asset at a specified strike price before the option expires.

9. Alternative Investments

Sample Question 9:
Which of the following is considered an alternative investment?

A) Mutual funds
B) Stocks
C) Real estate
D) Bonds

Answer: C) Real estate



Explanation: Alternative investments typically include assets that do not
fall into traditional categories such as stocks, bonds, or cash, with real
estate being a prime example.

10. Portfolio Management and Wealth Planning

Sample Question 10:
What is the primary goal of portfolio management?

A) Maximizing returns without regard to risk.

B) Minimizing risk without regard to returns.

C) Achieving an optimal balance between risk and return.
D) Ensuring liquidity at all times.

Answer: C) Achieving an optimal balance between risk and return.
Explanation: Portfolio management aims to construct an investment portfolio
that aligns with the investor's risk tolerance while maximizing potential
returns.

Conclusion

Preparing for the CFA Level 1 exam requires a thorough understanding of
financial concepts and the ability to apply them to various scenarios.
Utilizing sample questions and answers can help candidates familiarize
themselves with the format of the exam and the types of questions they may
encounter. By practicing regularly with sample questions, candidates can
build confidence, identify areas for improvement, and enhance their overall
understanding of the CFA curriculum. As the exam approaches, consistent
practice and review will be key to achieving success in passing the CFA Level
1 exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in CFA Level 1 sample
questions?

CFA Level 1 sample questions cover a range of topics including ethics,
quantitative methods, economics, financial reporting and analysis, corporate
finance, equity investments, fixed income, derivatives, alternative
investments, portfolio management, and wealth planning.

Where can I find CFA Level 1 sample questions with



answers?

CFA Level 1 sample questions with answers can be found on the official CFA
Institute website, in CFA Level 1 prep books, and through online educational
platforms that offer study materials and practice exams.

How many sample questions should I practice for CFA
Level 17?

It's recommended to practice at least 100-200 sample questions to get a good
grasp of the exam format and question types, although more practice can be
beneficial.

Are CFA Level 1 sample questions representative of
the actual exam?

Yes, CFA Level 1 sample questions are designed to be representative of the
actual exam format and question styles, helping candidates familiarize
themselves with the testing environment.

What format do CFA Level 1 sample questions
typically follow?

CFA Level 1 sample questions typically follow a multiple-choice format, with
each question offering one correct answer among several options.

How can I evaluate my performance on CFA Level 1
sample questions?

You can evaluate your performance by reviewing the answers after completing a
set of sample questions, assessing your accuracy, and identifying areas where
you need further study.

Is it beneficial to review explanations for CFA
Level 1 sample question answers?

Yes, reviewing explanations for the answers can deepen your understanding of
the concepts and help you learn from your mistakes.

What is the best way to use CFA Level 1 sample
questions in my study plan?

Incorporate CFA Level 1 sample questions into your study plan by using them
as a tool for self-assessment, focusing on weak areas, and simulating exam
conditions to build confidence.
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