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Facilities management is a critical component of any organization, ensuring that buildings and their

services meet the needs of the occupants. For professionals in this field, obtaining certification can

enhance credibility, knowledge, and career prospects. This article will serve as a comprehensive study

guide for those preparing for certified facilities management (CFM) exams, covering essential topics,

resources, and study strategies.

Understanding Certified Facilities Management

Certified Facilities Management (CFM) is a professional certification offered by the International Facility

Management Association (IFMA). It is designed for facilities management professionals who

demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the various aspects of managing facilities effectively.

Importance of CFM Certification

Gaining CFM certification has several advantages:

1. Enhanced Knowledge: The certification process requires a deep understanding of facility

management principles, best practices, and current trends.

2. Career Advancement: Many employers prefer or require CFM certification for higher-level positions

within facilities management.

3. Networking Opportunities: Being certified allows access to a network of professionals in the field,

which can provide insight and support.

4. Increased Credibility: Certification demonstrates a commitment to the profession and adherence to



industry standards.

Core Competencies Required for CFM Certification

To successfully pass the CFM exam, candidates must be familiar with various core competencies.

These competencies include:

1. Project Management

- Understanding project lifecycle

- Scheduling and resource allocation

- Risk management

2. Finance and Business

- Budgeting and financial analysis

- Cost control measures

- Economic analysis and decision-making

3. Leadership and Strategy

- Leadership styles and team dynamics

- Strategic planning processes

- Change management

4. Operations and Maintenance

- Facility maintenance practices

- Asset management

- Sustainability in facilities management

5. Emergency Preparedness and Business Continuity

- Risk assessment and mitigation strategies

- Emergency planning and response

- Business continuity planning

6. Sustainability

- Green building practices

- Energy efficiency strategies



- Waste management techniques

The CFM Exam Structure

The CFM exam consists of 180 multiple-choice questions, divided into the six core competency areas.

Candidates are allotted a maximum of 4 hours to complete the exam. The passing score is determined

by a criterion-referenced method, ensuring that the exam measures knowledge relative to a defined

standard.

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the CFM exam requires a structured approach. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Create a Study Schedule

- Establish a timeline leading up to the exam date.

- Allocate specific times for each competency area to ensure comprehensive coverage.

2. Utilize Official Resources

- IFMA offers a variety of study materials, including the CFM Study Guide and reference books.

- Attend workshops or webinars that focus on exam preparation.

3. Join Study Groups

- Collaborate with peers who are also preparing for the exam.

- Discuss challenging topics and share resources.

4. Practice with Sample Questions

- Familiarize yourself with the exam format by practicing with sample questions.

- Review past exam questions if available.



5. Assess Your Knowledge

- Take self-assessment quizzes to identify strengths and weaknesses.

- Focus on areas that require further study.

Recommended Study Resources

The following resources can aid in preparing for the CFM exam:

- CFM Study Guide by IFMA: This comprehensive guide covers all competencies and provides practice

questions.

- Facility Management Body of Knowledge (FMBOK): A detailed resource that outlines essential

knowledge areas and practices.

- Online Courses: Platforms like Coursera or LinkedIn Learning offer relevant courses that delve

deeper into facilities management.

- Professional Journals and Publications: Subscribe to journals like the Facility Management Journal or

IFMA's FMJ for current trends and insights.

Key Topics to Focus On

When studying for the CFM exam, consider placing emphasis on the following key topics:

- Regulatory Compliance: Understand local, state, and federal regulations that impact facility

management.

- Technology in Facilities Management: Familiarize yourself with software tools used for asset

management, maintenance tracking, and energy management.

- Customer Service: Recognize the importance of service delivery and tenant relations in facilities

management.

- Sustainability Practices: Be aware of the latest trends in green building and sustainability efforts.



Exam Day Tips

On the day of the exam, consider the following tips to help ensure success:

1. Arrive Early: Give yourself plenty of time to check in and settle down.

2. Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to understand what each question is asking.

3. Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock and pace yourself to ensure you can answer all

questions.

4. Stay Calm and Focused: Take deep breaths if you begin to feel anxious; maintaining composure

can enhance performance.

Post-Exam Steps

After completing the exam, follow these steps:

1. Check Your Results: Results are typically available within a few days.

2. Celebrate Your Achievement: Whether you pass or need to retake the exam, acknowledge the effort

you put into preparing.

3. Plan for Continuing Education: If you pass, consider furthering your education with advanced

certifications or leadership programs.

Conclusion

Pursuing CFM certification is a significant investment in your professional development and career. By

understanding the competencies required, creating a study plan, and utilizing appropriate resources,

candidates can increase their chances of success. Whether you are looking to enhance your

knowledge, advance in your career, or establish credibility in the field, the CFM certification is a



valuable goal that will pay dividends in the long run. Stay committed to your study plan, engage with

fellow professionals, and approach the exam with confidence to achieve your certification in facilities

management.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a certified facilities management study guide?

A certified facilities management study guide is a resource designed to help individuals prepare for

certification exams in facilities management. It typically includes key concepts, best practices, and

exam-style questions related to managing facilities efficiently.

What topics are commonly covered in a facilities management study

guide?

Common topics include space planning, maintenance management, sustainability practices, financial

management, emergency preparedness, and compliance with safety regulations. The guide may also

cover project management and leadership skills relevant to facilities management.

How can a study guide help with facilities management certification

exams?

A study guide can provide a structured approach to studying, highlighting essential topics and offering

practice questions that mimic the format of the actual exam. This helps candidates identify areas

where they need further review and boosts their confidence leading up to the exam.

Are there specific study guides recommended for different facilities

management certifications?

Yes, different certifications, such as the Certified Facility Manager (CFM) or Facilities Management



Administrator (FMA), may have specialized study guides tailored to their specific exam requirements.

It's important to choose a guide that aligns with the certification you are pursuing.

Where can I find a reliable certified facilities management study

guide?

Reliable study guides can be found through professional organizations like the International Facility

Management Association (IFMA), bookstores, or online retailers. Additionally, many educational

institutions offer courses that may include study materials as part of their curriculum.
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