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Cerner PowerChart Oncology is an integrated electronic health record (EHR)
solution designed specifically for oncology practices. It offers healthcare
providers a comprehensive platform to manage patient care, streamline
workflows, and enhance communication among care teams. This user guide serves
as a detailed resource for oncology practitioners, nurses, and administrative
staff, providing insights into the functionalities, features, and best
practices surrounding the usage of Cerner PowerChart Oncology.

Overview of Cerner PowerChart Oncology

Cerner PowerChart Oncology is tailored to meet the unique needs of oncology
care providers. The system is built to support the complexities of cancer
treatment, including chemotherapy administration, clinical trial management,
and patient education. By integrating various functionalities, PowerChart
Oncology facilitates better patient outcomes through improved data management
and decision-making processes.

Key Features

1. Comprehensive Patient Records: PowerChart Oncology consolidates all
patient information, including demographics, medical history, lab results,
radiology reports, and treatment plans, into a single, easily accessible
electronic record.

2. Treatment Management: The system provides tools for managing chemotherapy
and other treatment regimens, allowing oncologists to customize plans based
on each patient's unique needs.

3. Clinical Decision Support: Built-in clinical decision support tools help
providers adhere to best practices and guidelines, improving the safety and
efficacy of cancer treatment.

4. Interdisciplinary Communication: PowerChart Oncology enhances
communication among various healthcare team members, including physicians,
nurses, and pharmacists, facilitating a more coordinated approach to patient
care.

5. Patient Engagement Tools: The platform includes features that promote
patient engagement, such as patient portals, educational resources, and
appointment reminders.



Getting Started with Cerner PowerChart Oncology

To effectively use Cerner PowerChart Oncology, users must undergo initial
training and familiarize themselves with the system's interface and
functionalities. Below are essential steps for getting started:

User Training

- Initial Training Sessions: Attend training sessions provided by your
healthcare organization or Cerner representatives. These sessions typically
cover basic navigation, data entry, and specific functionalities relevant to
oncology.

- Accessing Online Resources: Utilize online tutorials and resources
available through Cerner's support website. These materials can provide
additional insights into using the system effectively.

- Practice Using the System: Spend time navigating the interface in a sandbox
environment if available. Familiarizing yourself with the layout and tools
will enhance your efficiency during actual patient encounters.

Logging In

1. Open your web browser and navigate to the Cerner PowerChart login page.
2. Enter your username and password.
3. Select the appropriate role (e.g., physician, nurse) if prompted.
4. Click on the “Login” button to access the system.

Navigating the User Interface

Cerner PowerChart Oncology has a user-friendly interface designed to enhance
usability. Understanding the components of the interface is crucial for
efficient navigation.

Dashboard Overview

- Home Page: Upon logging in, users are directed to the home page, which
provides an overview of patient schedules, alerts, and quick access to
frequently used tools.

- Patient Search Bar: At the top of the dashboard, a search bar allows users
to quickly find patient records by entering names, MRNs (Medical Record



Numbers), or other identifiers.

- Menu Navigation: The left sidebar contains a menu with options such as
‘Patient Chart’, ‘Orders’, ‘Results’, and ‘Reports’. Hovering over each
option will reveal subcategories relevant to oncology practice.

Patient Chart Access

1. Click on the “Patient Chart” option from the sidebar menu.
2. Use the search bar to locate a specific patient by entering the relevant
details.
3. Select the patient's record to view their comprehensive chart, including
clinical history, treatment plans, and progress notes.

Documenting Patient Information

Accurate and thorough documentation is critical in oncology care. Cerner
PowerChart Oncology provides various tools to facilitate proper
documentation.

Entering Clinical Notes

1. Navigate to the “Progress Notes” section within the patient chart.
2. Select “New Note” to create a clinical note.
3. Use pre-defined templates for consistency, or customize your note based on
the patient’s unique situation.
4. Include all relevant information, such as symptoms, treatment responses,
and follow-up plans.

Managing Treatment Plans

- Creating Treatment Plans: Access the “Treatment Plan” section and click on
“New Treatment Plan.” Here you can enter details about chemotherapy
protocols, dosages, and schedules.

- Updating Treatment Information: Regularly review and update treatment plans
based on patient responses and new clinical information. This ensures that
all team members are informed and can provide coordinated care.



Utilizing Clinical Decision Support

Cerner PowerChart Oncology incorporates clinical decision support tools to
assist healthcare providers in making informed decisions. These tools include
alerts, reminders, and guidelines based on evidence-based practices.

Alerts and Reminders

- Medication Alerts: The system generates alerts for potential drug
interactions, allergies, and dosage errors, helping to enhance patient
safety.

- Follow-up Reminders: Set reminders for follow-up appointments, lab tests,
and other key actions to ensure comprehensive patient management.

Guideline Integration

Access clinical guidelines directly within the platform. These guidelines are
essential for oncology practices, providing evidence-based recommendations
for diagnosis, treatment, and supportive care.

Patient Engagement and Education

Engaging patients in their care is paramount in oncology. Cerner PowerChart
Oncology provides various tools to enhance patient involvement.

Patient Portals

- Access to Health Information: Patients can access their medical records,
lab results, and treatment plans through the patient portal, empowering them
to take an active role in their care.

- Educational Resources: Provide patients with educational materials related
to their diagnosis and treatment options directly through the portal,
ensuring they understand their health conditions.

Communication Tools

- Secure Messaging: Use the secure messaging feature to communicate with
patients regarding appointments, results, and treatment updates, fostering a



transparent relationship.

- Appointment Reminders: Automate appointment reminders via text or email,
reducing no-show rates and ensuring timely follow-up care.

Conclusion

Cerner PowerChart Oncology is a powerful tool that enhances the quality of
cancer care through comprehensive patient management and advanced clinical
decision support. By understanding the system's features, navigating its
interface, and utilizing its documentation and patient engagement tools,
oncology practitioners can significantly improve their workflows and patient
outcomes. Continuous training and adaptation to new updates will ensure that
users can leverage the full potential of Cerner PowerChart Oncology in
providing the best possible care to their patients.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Cerner PowerChart Oncology?
Cerner PowerChart Oncology is an electronic health record (EHR) system
designed specifically for oncology care, providing tools for managing patient
information, treatment plans, and clinical workflows for oncology providers.

How can I access the Cerner PowerChart Oncology User
Guide?
The Cerner PowerChart Oncology User Guide can typically be accessed through
your organization's intranet or directly through the Cerner support portal,
where you can find documentation and training materials.

What features are included in the Cerner PowerChart
Oncology User Guide?
The user guide includes features such as navigation instructions, charting
protocols, treatment plan management, order entry processes, and tips for
utilizing clinical decision support tools.

Are there specific training resources available for
new users of Cerner PowerChart Oncology?
Yes, Cerner provides various training resources including webinars, video
tutorials, and hands-on training sessions specifically tailored for new users
of PowerChart Oncology.



How does Cerner PowerChart Oncology improve patient
care?
Cerner PowerChart Oncology improves patient care by streamlining clinical
workflows, enhancing communication among care teams, and providing access to
comprehensive patient data and treatment histories, which facilitates better
decision-making.

Can I customize my workflows in Cerner PowerChart
Oncology?
Yes, Cerner PowerChart Oncology allows users to customize workflows to fit
their specific practice needs, including personalized dashboards, templates,
and order sets that enhance efficiency and usability.
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