cerner classic pathnet user training
guide

Cerner Classic PathNet User Training Guide is an essential resource for healthcare
professionals who utilize Cerner’s PathNet system for laboratory and pathology information
management. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the functionalities
and features of the Cerner Classic PathNet system while also offering step-by-step
instructions for users to effectively navigate the platform. Understanding how to operate
this system is crucial for streamlining workflow, enhancing communication, and improving
patient care within healthcare facilities.

Introduction to Cerner Classic PathNet

Cerner Classic PathNet is a component of the broader Cerner electronic health record (EHR)
system designed specifically for laboratory and pathology departments. It serves as a
critical tool for managing patient information, laboratory tests, and results. The system is
designed to improve efficiency, accuracy, and accessibility of lab data, allowing healthcare
providers to make informed decisions quickly.

Key Features of Cerner Classic PathNet

Cerner Classic PathNet boasts several features that enhance its usability and functionality.
Some of these key features include:

1. Test Ordering: Users can easily order laboratory tests and manage orders through a
streamlined interface.

2. Result Reporting: The system allows for real-time result reporting, enabling healthcare
providers to view test results as they become available.

3. Integrated Workflows: Cerner Classic PathNet integrates seamlessly with other Cerner
modules, promoting a cohesive workflow across different departments.

4. Data Management: Users can manage patient data, ensuring that all information is
organized and easily accessible.

5. Customizable Dashboards: Users can personalize their dashboards to display the most
relevant information for their workflow.

Getting Started with Cerner Classic PathNet

Before diving into the functionalities of Cerner Classic PathNet, users must first understand
how to access the system and navigate its interface.



System Requirements

To use Cerner Classic PathNet effectively, users should ensure the following system
requirements are met:

- Compatible Operating System: Windows 10 or later versions.

- Web Browser: The latest version of Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, or Microsoft Edge.
- Internet Connection: A stable and high-speed internet connection for seamless access.
- User Credentials: Valid username and password for system access.

Logging Into Cerner Classic PathNet

To log into the system, follow these steps:

1. Open your preferred web browser.

2. Navigate to the designated URL for Cerner Classic PathNet.

3. Enter your username and password in the respective fields.

4. Click on the “Log In” button.

5. Upon successful login, users will be directed to the dashboard.

Navigating the Cerner Classic PathNet Interface

Understanding the layout of the Cerner Classic PathNet interface is key to efficient use.
Familiarity with various sections of the interface will enhance user experience.

Dashboard Overview

The dashboard serves as the central hub for users, providing an overview of relevant
information. Key components of the dashboard include:

- Patient Search Bar: Quickly locate patient information by entering their name or ID.
- Pending Orders Section: View all pending laboratory test orders.

- Recent Results: Access the most recent test results for patients.

- Alerts and Notifications: Stay informed about critical updates or messages.

Menu Navigation

The main menu allows users to navigate to different sections of the system easily. Key
menu options include:

- Orders: To place and manage laboratory test orders.
- Results: To view and interpret test results.



- Patient Management: To access and manage patient profiles.
- Reports: To generate and view various analytical reports.

Ordering Laboratory Tests

Ordering laboratory tests is one of the primary functions within Cerner Classic PathNet. The
following steps outline the process:

Steps to Place an Order

. Navigate to the “Orders” section from the main menu.

. Click on “New Order.”

. Use the patient search bar to find the relevant patient.

. Select the appropriate test from the available list.

. Review the order details and ensure accuracy.

. Click “Submit” to place the order.

. Confirm the order submission through the notification prompt.
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Modifying or Cancelling an Order

To modify or cancel an existing order, follow these steps:

1. Navigate to the “Pending Orders” section.

2. Locate the order you wish to modify or cancel.

3. Click on the order for details.

4. Select the option to either modify or cancel the order.
5. Follow the prompts to complete the action.

Viewing and Interpreting Test Results

Once laboratory tests have been ordered and processed, users can access and interpret the
results within the Cerner Classic PathNet system.

Accessing Test Results

To view test results, perform the following steps:

1. Navigate to the “Results” section from the main menu.

2. Use the patient search bar to find the relevant patient.

3. Select the specific test result you wish to review.

4. Analyze the results displayed, which may include numerical values, graphs, and flags



indicating abnormal results.

Documenting Clinical Findings

It is essential to document any clinical findings associated with test results. Users should:

- Record observations in the patient’s chart.
- Utilize standardized terminology for consistency.
- Ensure documentation is completed in a timely manner to maintain continuity of care.

Generating Reports

Cerner Classic PathNet allows users to generate various reports that can aid in clinical
decision-making and departmental management.

Types of Reports Available

Users can generate several types of reports, including:

- Test Volume Reports: Overview of the number of tests processed over a specific period.
- Turnaround Time Reports: Analysis of the time taken to process and report test results.
- Quality Control Reports: Assessment of the quality of testing processes and outcomes.

Steps to Generate a Report

1. Navigate to the “Reports” section from the main menu.

2. Select the type of report you wish to generate.

3. Specify the parameters, such as date range and department.
4. Click “Generate” to create the report.

5. Review and export the report as needed.

Best Practices for Using Cerner Classic PathNet

To maximize the effectiveness of Cerner Classic PathNet, users should adhere to the
following best practices:

- Regular Training: Participate in ongoing training sessions to stay updated on system
changes and enhancements.

- Utilize Help Resources: Make use of help resources and user manuals available within the
system for troubleshooting.

- Maintain Data Integrity: Ensure all patient information is accurately entered and updated



in a timely manner.
- Collaborate with Colleagues: Foster communication and collaboration with colleagues to
enhance workflow efficiency.

Conclusion

The Cerner Classic PathNet User Training Guide serves as a vital resource for healthcare
professionals aiming to enhance their proficiency with the system. By understanding the
functionalities, navigating the interface, and adopting best practices, users can significantly
improve their workflow and contribute to better patient care outcomes. Familiarity with the
system not only facilitates efficient laboratory management but also plays a crucial role in
integrated healthcare delivery. As healthcare technology continues to evolve, ongoing
education and adaptation to new features will empower users to harness the full potential
of Cerner Classic PathNet.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Cerner Classic PathNet User
Training Guide?
The Cerner Classic PathNet User Training Guide is designed to provide users with

comprehensive instructions and resources for effectively navigating and utilizing the
PathNet system for laboratory operations.

Who should use the Cerner Classic PathNet User
Training Guide?

The guide is intended for laboratory personnel, including pathologists, lab technicians, and
administrative staff who are involved in the use of the Cerner PathNet system.

What topics are covered in the Cerner Classic PathNet
User Training Guide?

The guide covers a wide range of topics, including user interface navigation, specimen
processing, result reporting, troubleshooting common issues, and best practices for data
entry.

Is there a specific version of the Cerner Classic PathNet
User Training Guide for different user roles?

Yes, the guide may have tailored sections for different user roles, such as lab techs versus
administrative staff, to address their specific needs and workflows within the PathNet
system.



How can users access the Cerner Classic PathNet User
Training Guide?

Users can typically access the guide through their organization's intranet, the Cerner
support portal, or by contacting their IT department for assistance in obtaining the latest
version.

What are some tips for effectively using the Cerner
Classic PathNet User Training Guide?

To effectively use the guide, users should familiarize themselves with the table of contents,
utilize the search function for quick access to topics, and take notes on key procedures for
future reference.
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