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The Cavalier Hotel, an iconic landmark located along the scenic coastline of
Virginia Beach, has a rich and storied history that reflects the evolution of
American leisure, architecture, and hospitality. Since its opening in the
early 20th century, the hotel has served as a retreat for celebrities,
dignitaries, and families alike, offering a glimpse into the grandeur and
charm of the era. This article delves into the significant events,
architectural features, and cultural relevance of the Cavalier Hotel,
illustrating its enduring legacy.

Origins and Construction

The story of the Cavalier Hotel begins in the 1920s, a period marked by
economic prosperity and a surge in tourism along the Atlantic coast. The
hotel was commissioned by the prominent businessman and hotelier, L. Eugene
Eley, who envisioned a luxurious seaside destination that would attract
affluent visitors.

Architectural Design

The design of the Cavalier Hotel reflects the Colonial Revival style,
characterized by its grandiose façade, symmetrical design, and intricate
details. The architectural firm responsible for the design was the renowned
firm of H. A. Houghton, which incorporated various elements that would later
define the hotel’s aesthetic.

Key features of the architectural design include:

- Red-brick exterior: The hotel’s structure is primarily composed of red
brick, giving it a classic and timeless appearance.
- Colonial-style columns: Large columns adorn the entrance, enhancing the
grandeur of the building.
- Terracotta roof tiles: The distinctive roof features terracotta tiles that
add to the hotel’s charm.
- Oceanfront terrace: The expansive terrace provides breathtaking views of
the Atlantic Ocean, creating an inviting space for guests.

The construction of the Cavalier Hotel was completed in 1927, and it quickly
became a sought-after destination for vacationers.



Golden Age of the Cavalier Hotel

During the late 1920s and 1930s, the Cavalier Hotel flourished as a premier
resort destination. It attracted a diverse clientele, including Hollywood
stars, politicians, and socialites. The hotel became synonymous with luxury
and exclusivity, offering a range of amenities and services that catered to
its guests.

Famous Guests

Throughout its history, the Cavalier Hotel has welcomed numerous notable
figures, including:

1. Franklin D. Roosevelt: The 32nd President of the United States visited the
hotel, adding to its prestige.
2. John Wayne: The legendary actor was known to frequent the Cavalier during
his film careers.
3. Bing Crosby: The beloved singer and actor entertained guests at the hotel,
enhancing its reputation as a cultural hub.

These high-profile visitors contributed to the hotel’s allure, solidifying
its status as a destination for the elite.

Social Events and Activities

The Cavalier Hotel became a social epicenter, hosting various events and
activities, including:

- Annual balls and galas: The hotel’s grand ballroom provided a lavish
setting for formal dances and celebrations.
- Beach activities: Guests enjoyed a variety of beach-related activities,
such as surfing, swimming, and beach volleyball.
- Dining experiences: The hotel featured multiple dining options, including
fine dining restaurants that showcased gourmet cuisine.

These activities allowed guests to immerse themselves in the vibrant social
scene of the era, creating lasting memories and connections.

Impact of World War II

The onset of World War II in 1939 brought significant changes to the Cavalier
Hotel and the surrounding community. As the nation mobilized for war, the
hotel was repurposed to serve as a military hospital. This transition marked
a pivotal moment in the hotel’s history, as it shifted from catering to



leisure travelers to serving the needs of wounded soldiers.

Post-War Era

Following the conclusion of World War II, the Cavalier Hotel gradually
returned to its original purpose as a luxury destination. The post-war period
saw a resurgence of tourism, with families flocking to the beach for
vacations. The hotel underwent renovations and updates to accommodate the
changing needs of its guests.

Decline and Restoration

Despite its illustrious past, the Cavalier Hotel faced challenges in the
latter half of the 20th century. By the 1980s and 1990s, the property began
to decline due to increased competition from modern hotels and changing
tourism trends. The hotel closed its doors in 1989, leaving a void in the
Virginia Beach hospitality landscape.

Restoration Efforts

In the early 2000s, a group of investors recognized the historical and
cultural significance of the Cavalier Hotel and embarked on a restoration
project. The goal was to restore the hotel to its former glory while
preserving its unique architectural features.

Key aspects of the restoration included:

- Preservation of historic elements: The restoration team worked diligently
to maintain the hotel’s original design and character.
- Modern amenities: While respecting the hotel’s history, modern comforts and
conveniences were integrated into the design.
- Community involvement: Local historians and residents were engaged in the
restoration process, ensuring that the hotel remained a beloved part of the
community.

In 2018, after years of dedicated restoration efforts, the Cavalier Hotel
reopened its doors to the public, welcoming a new generation of guests while
honoring its storied past.

Cultural Significance

The Cavalier Hotel stands as a testament to the rich history of Virginia
Beach and the evolution of American hospitality. It has played a significant



role in shaping the cultural identity of the region and continues to be a
focal point for community events and celebrations.

Legacy of the Cavalier Hotel

Today, the Cavalier Hotel is more than just a luxurious retreat; it is a
symbol of resilience and renewal. Its enduring legacy is reflected in:

- Community events: The hotel hosts various events, including weddings,
conferences, and cultural gatherings, fostering a sense of community.
- Historical preservation: The hotel’s commitment to preserving its history
serves as an inspiration for other historic properties.
- Tourism attraction: As a premier destination, the Cavalier Hotel continues
to draw visitors from around the world, contributing to Virginia Beach’s
economy.

Conclusion

The history of the Cavalier Hotel in Virginia Beach is a captivating
narrative that intertwines luxury, culture, and resilience. From its opulent
beginnings in the 1920s to its revival in the 21st century, the hotel has
stood the test of time, embodying the spirit of a bygone era while adapting
to modern expectations. As it continues to welcome guests and host events,
the Cavalier Hotel remains a cherished landmark, a reminder of the rich
tapestry of Virginia Beach's history, and a testament to the enduring allure
of seaside hospitality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the Cavalier Hotel in Virginia Beach
originally built?
The Cavalier Hotel was originally built in 1927.

What notable architectural style is the Cavalier
Hotel designed in?
The Cavalier Hotel is designed in the Colonial Revival architectural style.

Which famous American president is known to have



visited the Cavalier Hotel?
President Franklin D. Roosevelt is known to have visited the Cavalier Hotel.

What significant event took place at the Cavalier
Hotel during World War II?
During World War II, the Cavalier Hotel was used as a naval hospital.

What renovations have been made to the Cavalier
Hotel in recent years?
The Cavalier Hotel underwent extensive renovations and reopened in 2018,
restoring its historic charm while updating its facilities.
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