
cathedral in pillars of the earth
Cathedral in Pillars of the Earth is a central theme in Ken Follett's historical novel,
which delves into the intricacies of medieval architecture and the human stories
intertwined with the construction of a grand cathedral. Set in the fictional town of
Kingsbridge, the novel weaves a rich narrative that explores the ambitions, struggles, and
triumphs of the characters involved in the building of this monumental structure. The
cathedral serves not only as a backdrop but also as a symbol of faith, endurance, and the
societal transformation during the 12th century.

Understanding the Significance of Cathedrals

Cathedrals during the medieval period were more than just places of worship; they were
also:

Community Centers: Serving as gathering places for townsfolk, cathedrals were
vital for both spiritual and social functions.

Architectural Marvels: The design and construction of cathedrals pushed the
boundaries of engineering and artistry, reflecting the skill and creativity of the
builders.

Symbols of Power: Cathedrals represented the influence of the Church and were
often funded by wealthy patrons, showcasing their status and devotion.

In "Pillars of the Earth," the cathedral embodies these roles, reflecting the community's
aspirations and the era's socio-political dynamics.

Characters and Their Connection to the Cathedral

The narrative of "Pillars of the Earth" introduces a diverse cast of characters, each with
their own relationship to the cathedral:

Tom Builder

Tom Builder is the protagonist whose dream is to construct a cathedral. His journey from
a wandering mason to the chief architect of Kingsbridge's cathedral highlights:

Vision and Ambition: Tom's determination to create something magnificent drives



the story forward.

Struggles and Sacrifices: The challenges he faces, both personal and professional,
emphasize the hardships involved in such a monumental task.

Innovative Techniques: Tom's use of innovative building techniques, including
ribbed vaulting and flying buttresses, reflects the architectural evolution of the time.

Aliena

Aliena, a noblewoman who faces her own trials, becomes integral to the cathedral's story.
Her character showcases:

Resilience: Despite losing her title and wealth, she remains steadfast in her support
for Tom and the cathedral.

Empowerment: Aliena's journey illustrates the changing roles of women in medieval
society, as she takes charge of her destiny.

Community Engagement: Through her efforts in supporting the construction, she
helps unite the townspeople around a common goal.

Other Influential Characters

Additional characters, such as Prior Philip and William Hamleigh, play crucial roles in
shaping the cathedral's fate. Each character's motivations and actions contribute to the
overarching narrative:

- Prior Philip: As the religious leader, he is a driving force behind the cathedral's
construction, embodying faith and determination.
- William Hamleigh: The antagonist, whose ruthless ambition presents obstacles that
complicate the cathedral's progress and reflect the era's political tensions.

The Architectural Beauty of the Cathedral

The cathedral in "Pillars of the Earth" is not just a physical structure; it is a representation
of beauty and ingenuity. Follett meticulously describes various architectural elements that
define the cathedral:



Gothic Architecture

The novel highlights key features of Gothic architecture, which became prominent during
the time:

Pointed Arches: These arches allowed for greater height and more intricate
designs, contributing to the overall grandeur of the cathedral.

Ribbed Vaults: This innovation enabled the construction of larger and more
complex ceilings, enhancing the aesthetic appeal.

Flying Buttresses: These external supports allowed for thinner walls and larger
windows, filling the interior with light and color from stained glass.

Symbolism of the Cathedral

The cathedral serves as a powerful symbol throughout the novel:

- Faith and Hope: It represents the community's faith in God and their hope for a better
future amidst turmoil.
- Endurance: The construction process reflects the endurance of the human spirit, as
characters face adversities and continue to strive toward their goals.
- Change: As the cathedral rises, it symbolizes the broader societal changes occurring in
medieval England, including shifts in power and the rise of the merchant class.

The Role of the Cathedral in Community Life

The cathedral is not only a physical structure but also a vital part of Kingsbridge's social
fabric. It plays a significant role in:

Religious Ceremonies: The cathedral is the site for baptisms, weddings, and
funerals, marking the passage of life for the townspeople.

Cultural Events: Festivals and fairs often take place near the cathedral, reinforcing
its position as a community hub.

Education: The cathedral serves as a place of learning, where townspeople gather
to hear sermons and teachings.



Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of the Cathedral

In "Pillars of the Earth," the cathedral is not merely a structure; it represents the
aspirations, struggles, and resilience of the characters and the community. Ken Follett's
vivid portrayal of the cathedral's construction captures the essence of medieval life,
illustrating how a single building can become a symbol of hope, faith, and human
achievement.

The legacy of the cathedral in the novel extends beyond its physical form; it serves as a
reminder of the potential for creativity, collaboration, and community spirit in overcoming
the challenges of life. As readers immerse themselves in the world of Kingsbridge, they
are invited to reflect on the timeless themes of ambition, love, and perseverance that the
cathedral embodies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the cathedral in 'The Pillars
of the Earth'?
The cathedral represents the aspiration for beauty, faith, and community, serving as a
central symbol of the characters' struggles and ambitions throughout the novel.

Who is the primary architect of the cathedral in 'The
Pillars of the Earth'?
Tom Builder is the primary architect, whose vision and determination drive the
construction of the Kingsbridge Cathedral.

How does the construction of the cathedral impact the
lives of the characters?
The construction of the cathedral influences the lives of many characters, shaping their
destinies, relationships, and social standing in the community.

What architectural style is depicted in the cathedral's
design in 'The Pillars of the Earth'?
The cathedral is designed in the Romanesque style, characterized by thick walls, rounded
arches, and sturdy pillars, reflective of the time period.

Which historical events influence the construction of
the cathedral in the novel?
The novel is set against the backdrop of the Anarchy, a civil war in England during the



12th century, which impacts resources, labor, and the political landscape surrounding the
cathedral's construction.

How does the cathedral serve as a symbol of hope in
'The Pillars of the Earth'?
The cathedral embodies hope for the future, representing the possibility of renewal and
unity for the community amidst chaos and conflict.

What role does religion play in the construction of the
cathedral?
Religion plays a crucial role, as the cathedral is not only a physical structure but also a
spiritual center for the community, reflecting the faith and devotion of its builders and
patrons.

How does Ken Follett use the cathedral to explore
themes of power and ambition?
Follett uses the cathedral as a backdrop to explore the ambitions of various characters,
illustrating how the pursuit of power can lead to conflict and moral dilemmas.

What challenges do the characters face during the
cathedral's construction?
Characters face numerous challenges, including political intrigue, financial struggles,
labor disputes, and personal rivalries that threaten the completion of the cathedral.
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