catacombs paris guided tour

Catacombs Paris Guided Tour is an unforgettable journey into the depths of one of the
most fascinating and haunting historical sites in the world. Situated beneath the bustling
streets of Paris, the Catacombs serve as a somber reminder of the city’s past and the
delicate relationship between life and death. This underground ossuary, holding the
remains of over six million Parisians, invites visitors to explore its intricate tunnels and
marvel at the artistry of its construction. A guided tour not only enriches the experience but
also provides insights into the history of Paris, the reasons for the catacombs' creation, and
the stories of those who rest within.

The History of the Catacombs
Origins of the Catacombs

The Paris Catacombs were established in the late 18th century, a time when the city was
facing a severe public health crisis due to overcrowded cemeteries. The most notable of
these cemeteries was the Cemetery of Innocents, which had been a burial site since the
12th century. By the late 1700s, the cemetery was overflowing, leading to unsanitary
conditions and a series of health epidemics.

- Health Crisis: The city's rapid population growth resulted in overflowing graves.
- Government Action: In 1780, the government decided to relocate the remains from the
cemetery to the abandoned limestone quarries beneath the city.

Construction and Expansion

The transformation of the quarries into catacombs began in 1786. The remains of the
deceased were carefully transferred to the underground space, where they were arranged
in @ manner that was both respectful and visually striking. Over the years, the catacombs
expanded, and by the early 19th century, they had become a popular site for both the
curious and the morbidly fascinated.

- Landmarks: The Catacombs contain notable landmarks, including the Port-Mahon Quarry
and various artistic displays made from bones.

- Symbolism: The arrangement of bones and skulls serves as a meditation on mortality and
the passage of time.

Why Take a Guided Tour?

While it is possible to explore the Catacombs independently, a guided tour offers numerous
benefits that enhance the overall experience.

Expert Insights
Guided tours are led by knowledgeable professionals who provide context and history that
you might otherwise miss. They can explain the significance of various locations within the

catacombs, share intriguing anecdotes, and answer questions.

Safety and Navigation



The Catacombs are an extensive network of tunnels that can be disorienting. A guided tour
ensures that you stay on track and don’t get lost in the labyrinthine passages.

Unique Access

Some guided tours offer exclusive access to areas that are not available to the general
public. This can include special exhibits, private chambers, or sections of the catacombs
that are off-limits to regular visitors.

What to Expect on a Guided Tour
Duration and Distance

Most guided tours of the Paris Catacombs last between 1.5 to 2 hours, covering
approximately 1.5 kilometers (around 0.93 miles) of tunnels. Visitors can expect to walk
through dimly lit corridors, often with uneven surfaces, so comfortable footwear is highly
recommended.

Key Highlights
During the tour, you will encounter various historical and artistic features, including:

1. The Entrance: The tour typically starts at the official entrance located at 1 Avenue du
Colonel Henri Rol-Tanguy.

2. The Ossuary: This is the main attraction, where you can witness the artistic displays of
human bones, arranged in patterns that are both eerie and beautiful.

3. Inscriptions and Quotes: Many walls are adorned with famous quotes about death, life,
and the human condition, adding a philosophical layer to the experience.

4. Historical Context: Guides will share about the history of the catacombs, including the
stories of those buried within and the factors that led to their relocation.

Practical Information

- Ticket Prices: Guided tours typically range from €30 to €50, depending on the time of year
and the specific tour provider.

- Booking in Advance: Given the popularity of the catacombs, it’s advisable to book your
tour in advance to secure your preferred time slot.

- What to Bring: Visitors should bring a small flashlight if permitted, a camera (without
flash), and a water bottle, especially during warmer months.

Tips for Visiting the Catacombs

Dress Appropriately

The temperature inside the catacombs is typically cooler than above ground. Visitors should
wear layers and comfortable clothing. Closed-toe shoes are a must due to the uneven
terrain.

Be Prepared for Crowds

The Paris Catacombs are one of the most visited attractions in the city. Consider visiting



during off-peak hours, such as early morning or late afternoon, to avoid large crowds.
Respect the Space

The Catacombs are a resting place for millions of souls. Visitors are encouraged to maintain
a respectful demeanor, refraining from loud conversations or inappropriate behavior.

Additional Attractions Nearby

While the Catacombs are a highlight, several other fascinating sites are located nearby,
making it easy to plan a full day of exploration in the area:

1. Montparnasse Cemetery: Just a short walk away, this cemetery is the final resting place
of numerous famous figures, including Simone de Beauvoir and Jean-Paul Sartre.

2. Luxembourg Gardens: A beautiful park nearby, perfect for a leisurely stroll or a picnic
after your underground adventure.

3. The Catacombs of Paris Museum: Located at the entrance, this museum provides
additional context and history about the catacombs and their significance.

Conclusion

A Catacombs Paris Guided Tour is more than just a visit to an underground ossuary; it is a
profound experience that connects visitors with the rich and complex history of Paris. The
catacombs serve as a poignant reminder of mortality, while also showcasing the artistry
and ingenuity of those who created them. With expert guides, unique insights, and the
chance to explore a hidden side of the city, a guided tour of the Catacombs is an essential
part of any Parisian itinerary. Whether you are a history enthusiast, a lover of the macabre,
or simply curious about this unique attraction, a trip to the Catacombs is sure to leave a
lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Paris Catacombs?

The Paris Catacombs are a series of underground ossuaries in Paris that hold the remains of
over six million people, created to address the city's overflowing cemeteries in the late 18th
century.

What can | expect on a guided tour of the Paris
Catacombs?

On a guided tour, you can expect to learn about the history of the catacombs, hear
fascinating stories about the remains, and explore the eerie tunnels that span over 200
miles beneath the city.



How long does a typical guided tour of the Paris
Catacombs last?

A typical guided tour of the Paris Catacombs lasts about 1.5 to 2 hours, depending on the
specific tour and the guide.

Are there age restrictions for visiting the Paris
Catacombs?

While there are no strict age restrictions, the catacombs may not be suitable for very young
children or those with claustrophobia due to the dark and narrow passages.

Do | need to book a guided tour in advance?

Yes, it is highly recommended to book a guided tour in advance, especially during peak
tourist seasons, as the catacombs can get very crowded.

What should | wear for a guided tour of the Paris
Catacombs?

It's advisable to wear comfortable shoes and dress in layers, as the temperature in the
catacombs is usually cooler than on the surface.

Are photography and videography allowed during the
tour?

Photography is generally allowed in most areas of the catacombs, but flash photography
and tripods are typically prohibited to maintain the atmosphere and preserve the site.

Can | explore the Paris Catacombs without a guide?

While it is possible to visit the Paris Catacombs independently, guided tours provide
valuable context and insights that enhance the experience.
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