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Cast of History of the World Part I is a comedic film directed by Mel Brooks
that was released in 1981. The film is a satirical take on various historical
events and figures, showcasing Brooks' unique humor and storytelling style.
With a talented ensemble cast, the movie brings to life a multitude of
characters from different time periods, blending comedy with a playful
interpretation of history. Below is a detailed exploration of the cast, their
roles, and the impact they had on the film.

Overview of the Film

"History of the World Part I" is structured as a series of vignettes that
span different epochs, from the Stone Age to the French Revolution. The film
is divided into several segments, each portraying a significant historical
event or era, often with an absurd twist. Mel Brooks not only directed the
film but also co-wrote it with his long-time collaborator, Andrew Bergman.
The film was met with mixed reviews upon its release, but it has since gained
a cult following, appreciated for its humor and clever writing.

Main Cast Members

The film features a diverse and talented cast, each contributing to the
comedic narrative that Brooks envisioned. Here are the primary actors and
their respective roles:

Mel Brooks as Moses

- Character Overview: Mel Brooks plays the iconic role of Moses during the
segment of the film that parodies the biblical story of the Exodus.
- Performance Highlights: Brooks brings his signature comedic style to the
role, delivering lines that blend reverence with irreverence. His portrayal
of Moses includes a mix of slapstick and witty dialogue.
- Impact: Brooks' dual role as director and actor allows him to infuse the
film with his comedic sensibilities, making the character memorable and
emblematic of the film’s overarching humor.

Gregory Hines as Josephus

- Character Overview: Gregory Hines portrays Josephus, a Jewish historian
with a flair for storytelling and a penchant for comedy.



- Performance Highlights: Hines' charm and talent shine through in his
interactions with other characters, providing a balance to the more absurd
elements of the film.
- Impact: Hines was a celebrated dancer and actor, and his performance adds a
layer of sophistication to the comedy, elevating the film beyond just
slapstick humor.

Dom DeLuise as Emperor Nero

- Character Overview: Dom DeLuise takes on the role of Emperor Nero, the
infamous Roman emperor known for his extravagance and tyranny.
- Performance Highlights: DeLuise’s larger-than-life personality brings a
distinct energy to the character, with a mix of flamboyance and comedic
timing that is hard to forget.
- Impact: His portrayal of Nero is a standout performance, showcasing
DeLuise's ability to blend humor with a historical figure notoriously known
for cruelty and decadence.

Madeline Kahn as Empress Nympho

- Character Overview: Madeline Kahn plays Empress Nympho, a character that
embodies the excesses of Roman decadence.
- Performance Highlights: Kahn's comedic timing and expressive delivery make
her scenes particularly memorable, especially her interactions with DeLuise.
- Impact: Kahn was known for her roles in various comedies, and her
performance in this film solidifies her status as a comedic legend. Her
character adds a significant layer of satire to the film’s portrayal of Roman
society.

Harvey Korman as Count de Monet

- Character Overview: Harvey Korman portrays Count de Monet, who is a
sophisticated yet bumbling character involved in the French Revolution
segment.
- Performance Highlights: Korman’s ability to deliver deadpan humor amidst
chaos is a hallmark of his performance. His interactions with other
characters often lead to hilarious situations.
- Impact: Korman’s comedic expertise enhances the film, providing a strong
counterpoint to the more outrageous characters, and his long-standing
collaboration with Brooks adds to the film’s comedic chemistry.



Supporting Cast

In addition to the main cast, "History of the World Part I" features an
impressive array of supporting actors who contribute to the film's comedic
narrative:

- Rudy De Luca as a Viking: De Luca adds to the Viking segment, portraying a
character that exemplifies the absurdity of Norse mythology.
- John Hillerman as King Louis XVI: Known for his role in "Magnum, P.I.,"
Hillerman's portrayal of the French king adds a layer of historical humor.
- James Cromwell as a member of the French Revolution: Cromwell's early role
showcases his talent even before he became a household name.
- Cloris Leachman as a Woman in the Roman Segment: Leachman’s brief but
impactful performance highlights her ability to inject humor into any role.

The Film's Structure and Humor

"History of the World Part I" is notable for its sketch-like structure, with
each segment often feeling distinct yet interconnected. The humor is derived
from a mix of anachronisms, puns, and slapstick comedy. Here are some key
structural elements:

- Vignettes: Each historical period serves as a vignette, allowing for quick
shifts in tone and style.
- Parody: The film parodies well-known historical events and figures, such as
the Spanish Inquisition and the French Revolution, often resulting in absurd
interpretations.
- Cameos: The film features numerous cameos from well-known actors, providing
a delightful surprise for audiences familiar with their work.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Despite its mixed initial reviews, "History of the World Part I" has
solidified its place in comedy history. The film is often referenced in
discussions about parody and satire in cinema. Key points about its legacy
include:

- Cult Following: Over the years, the film has garnered a loyal fanbase,
often celebrated for its irreverent humor and unique take on history.
- Influence on Future Comedies: The film’s structure and comedic style have
influenced many subsequent comedies that blend historical themes with absurd
humor.
- Mel Brooks’ Legacy: As a pioneer of comedy, Mel Brooks' work in this film
continues to resonate, showcasing his ability to blend satire with
entertainment.



Conclusion

The cast of History of the World Part I played an essential role in bringing
Mel Brooks' comedic vision to life. Each actor, from the lead roles to the
supporting characters, contributed to the film's rich tapestry of humor that
boldly reinterprets history. The film remains a testament to the power of
comedy in storytelling, reminding audiences that history, no matter how
serious, can always be viewed through a lens of laughter. Its enduring
popularity and influence on the genre highlight the timeless appeal of
Brooks' work and the exceptional talent of the cast.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who directed 'History of the World, Part I'?
Mel Brooks directed 'History of the World, Part I'.

What year was 'History of the World, Part I'
released?
It was released in 1981.

Which actor played the role of Moses in the film?
Mel Brooks himself played the role of Moses.

Who portrayed the character of Comicus?
Gregory Hines portrayed the character of Comicus.

Which actress played the role of Madame Defarge?
Cloris Leachman played the role of Madame Defarge.

Name a notable cameo appearance in the film.
One notable cameo is by Dom DeLuise, who appears as Emperor Nero.

Which character does Mel Brooks play besides Moses?
Mel Brooks also plays the character of the Spanish Inquisition.

Who is the composer of the film's music?
The music for 'History of the World, Part I' was composed by Hyman Amberg.



What genre does 'History of the World, Part I'
belong to?
It is a comedy film with historical satire.
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