
casl scoring manual
CASL Scoring Manual is an essential tool used in various educational settings to
evaluate and interpret the language skills of students, particularly those who are English
Language Learners (ELLs). The Comprehensive Assessment of Spoken Language (CASL) is
designed to assess the language proficiency levels of students from preschool through
grade 12. This manual provides educators, speech-language pathologists, and researchers
with crucial guidelines on administering the assessment, scoring procedures, and
interpreting the results to support language development and educational planning.

Understanding CASL

The CASL is a standardized assessment tool that measures a range of language skills,
including oral language, comprehension, and expressive language skills. It is primarily
used to help identify students who may need additional support in their language
development and to track progress over time.

Purpose of CASL

The primary purposes of the CASL include:

1. Identifying Language Needs: The CASL helps identify students who may have language
impairments or delays, enabling targeted interventions.
2. Monitoring Progress: Regular assessments allow educators to monitor a student's
language development and adjust teaching strategies accordingly.
3. Informing Instruction: The results from the CASL can inform instructional practices by
highlighting specific areas of strength and weakness in a student’s language skills.

Components of the CASL

The CASL consists of various subtests that evaluate different aspects of language
proficiency. Understanding these components is crucial for effective administration and
scoring.

Subtests

The CASL includes the following subtests:

1. Lexical/Semantic Skills: Assesses a student's vocabulary knowledge and the ability to
understand and use words in context.
2. Syntactic Skills: Evaluates a student’s understanding of sentence structure and



grammar.
3. Pragmatic Skills: Measures the ability to use language in social contexts, including
understanding conversational norms and using language appropriately in different
situations.
4. Narrative Skills: Focuses on a student’s ability to tell stories, understand story
structure, and recall details.
5. Comprehension Skills: Assesses listening comprehension, including understanding
spoken language and following directions.

Administration of CASL

Administering the CASL requires careful planning and a structured approach to ensure
accurate results. Here are some key steps to follow:

1. Preparation: Familiarize yourself with the scoring manual and the specific requirements
for each subtest.
2. Environment: Choose a quiet and comfortable environment free from distractions to
conduct the assessment.
3. Instructions: Provide clear instructions to the student before beginning each subtest to
ensure they understand what is expected.
4. Timing: Be mindful of the time allocated for each subtest and maintain a steady pace to
keep the student engaged.

Scoring the CASL

The scoring process is a critical aspect of the CASL, as it directly affects the interpretation
of results. The scoring manual provides detailed instructions on how to score each subtest.

Scoring Procedures

1. Raw Scores: As the assessment is administered, raw scores are collected based on the
student’s responses. Each correct response is typically assigned one point.
2. Conversion to Standard Scores: Raw scores are then converted into standard scores
using the norms provided in the manual. This conversion allows for comparison with a
normative sample.
3. Percentiles: The scoring manual also includes percentile ranks, which indicate the
percentage of students in the normative sample that scored below a particular score.

Interpreting Scores

Interpreting the scores accurately is vital for making informed decisions regarding a
student's language development. Key points to consider include:



- Standard Scores: A standard score of 100 is considered average. Scores above 100
indicate above-average performance, while scores below 100 suggest areas of concern.
- Percentiles: A percentile rank of 50 indicates the median score, meaning that 50% of the
students in the normative sample scored below that point.
- Profile Analysis: Evaluating scores across different subtests can provide a comprehensive
picture of a student’s language strengths and weaknesses.

Using CASL Results

Once the CASL has been administered and scored, the results can be utilized in several
important ways.

Developing Intervention Plans

1. Targeted Interventions: Use the results to identify specific areas where the student may
need support. For example, if a student scores low in narrative skills, targeted
interventions can be designed to enhance their storytelling abilities.
2. Collaborative Planning: Work with other educators, specialists, and the student’s family
to create a collaborative plan that addresses the identified needs.

Progress Monitoring

Regularly re-assessing students using the CASL can help track progress over time and
determine the effectiveness of interventions.

1. Frequency of Assessment: It is recommended to conduct the CASL at least once a year,
or more frequently for students receiving interventions.
2. Adjusting Strategies: Based on progress monitoring data, instructional strategies can be
adjusted to better meet the student's evolving needs.

Conclusion

The CASL scoring manual serves as an invaluable resource for educators and practitioners
working with students who may be struggling with language skills. By understanding the
components of the CASL, carefully administering the assessment, scoring accurately, and
effectively interpreting the results, professionals can make informed decisions that
support the language development of their students. Ultimately, the goal of using the
CASL is to foster improved language skills, contributing to the academic success and
overall development of each student.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CASL scoring manual?
The CASL scoring manual is a comprehensive guide used to evaluate and score the
performance of students in language and literacy assessments based on the
Comprehensive Assessment of Spoken Language (CASL).

Who is the target audience for the CASL scoring
manual?
The target audience includes speech-language pathologists, educators, researchers, and
other professionals involved in assessing and supporting language development in
children.

How does the CASL scoring manual aid in interpreting
assessment results?
The manual provides detailed scoring criteria, guidelines for interpreting performance
levels, and suggestions for how to use the results to inform instructional strategies and
interventions.

What types of assessments does the CASL scoring
manual cover?
The CASL scoring manual covers a range of assessments that evaluate various aspects of
spoken language, including vocabulary, sentence structure, and narrative skills.

Is the CASL scoring manual available in digital format?
Yes, the CASL scoring manual is available in both print and digital formats, making it
accessible for professionals in various settings.

How often is the CASL scoring manual updated?
The CASL scoring manual is periodically reviewed and updated to incorporate the latest
research findings and best practices in language assessment.

Can the CASL scoring manual be used for both
individual and group assessments?
Yes, the CASL scoring manual can be adapted for both individual and group assessments,
allowing flexibility in how language skills are evaluated.
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