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Cartagena, Colombia Travel Guide

Cartagena, a vibrant coastal city located on Colombia's Caribbean coast, is a
popular destination for travelers seeking a mix of history, culture, and
breathtaking scenery. Known for its well-preserved colonial architecture,
colorful streets, and rich history, Cartagena is a UNESCO World Heritage site
that offers a unique glimpse into the past while being alive with modern
Colombian culture. This travel guide will provide you with essential
information on how to make the most of your trip to Cartagena, including what
to see, where to eat, accommodation options, and tips for getting around.

Getting There

Traveling to Cartagena is relatively easy, whether you are arriving by air,
land, or sea.

By Air

- Cartagena Rafael Nufiez International Airport is the main airport serving
the city, with multiple domestic flights from major Colombian cities such as
Bogotéd, Medellin, and Cali.

— International flights are available from various countries in North America
and Europe, making it accessible for international travelers.

By Land

- If you are traveling from other Colombian cities, you can take a bus to
Cartagena. The city is well-connected by a network of bus companies that
offer comfortable services from cities like Medellin and Bogotéa.

By Sea

- Cartagena is also a popular port of call for cruise ships, making it an
attractive destination for those exploring the Caribbean.

Best Time to Visit

Cartagena enjoys a tropical climate, which means it is warm year-round.
However, the best time to visit is during the dry season, which runs from
December to April. This period is characterized by sunny days and pleasant
temperatures, making it ideal for outdoor activities. The rainy season, from
May to November, can still be a good time to visit if you prefer fewer crowds
and lower prices.



Top Attractions

When in Cartagena, there’s no shortage of sights to see and experiences to
enjoy. Here are some must-visit attractions:

1. Walled City (Ciudad Amurallada)

— The historic center of Cartagena is encircled by a massive wall built
during the colonial era. Walking through the cobbled streets of the Walled
City, you will find vibrant plazas, colonial buildings, and a lively
atmosphere.

- Key sites within the Walled City include:

— Plaza Santo Domingo: Lively square known for its outdoor cafes and the
famous sculpture of a reclining woman by Fernando Botero.

— Palacio de la Inquisicidén: A museum that delves into the dark history of
the Spanish Inquisition.

2. Castillo San Felipe de Barajas

— This impressive fortress is one of the largest and strongest built by the
Spaniards in the Americas. Climbing to the top offers stunning panoramic
views of the city and the Caribbean Sea.

3. Getsemani Neighborhood

- Known for its vibrant street art and bohemian vibe, Getsemani is a trendy
neighborhood that has transformed into a cultural hotspot. Explore its
streets, dine at local eateries, and enjoy the nightlife.

4. Rosario Islands

— A short boat ride from Cartagena, the Rosario Islands are a perfect escape
for beach lovers. The islands boast white sandy beaches and crystal-clear
waters, ideal for snorkeling and relaxation.

Culinary Delights

Cartagena offers a diverse culinary scene, influenced by both local
ingredients and international cuisine. Here are some must-try dishes and
popular restaurants:

Traditional Dishes

— Arepas: Corn cakes that are a staple in Colombian cuisine, often filled
with cheese, meats, or avocado.



— Ceviche: Fresh seafood marinated in lime juice and spices, a refreshing
dish perfect for the coastal climate.

— Posta Negra Cartagenera: A slow-cooked beef dish in a sweet and savory
sauce, showcasing the region’s culinary traditions.

Recommended Restaurants

1. La Cevicheria: Famous for its ceviche, this small eatery offers a variety

of fresh seafood dishes in a casual setting.

2. Restaurante 1621: Located in the luxurious Sofitel Hotel, this fine dining
restaurant offers a gourmet twist on traditional Colombian cuisine.

3. Di Silvio Trattoria: A popular spot in Getsemani, known for its delicious

pizzas and warm atmosphere.

Accommodation Options

Cartagena boasts a wide range of accommodation options, catering to various
budgets and preferences.

Luxury Hotels

— Sofitel Legend Santa Clara: Located in a former convent, this luxurious
hotel offers elegant rooms, a beautiful pool, and top-notch service.

— Hotel Charleston Santa Teresa: A stunning hotel with colonial architecture
and modern amenities, located within the Walled City.

Mid-Range Hotels

— Bastién Luxury Hotel: A stylish hotel with a rooftop pool and excellent
views of the city.

- Hotel Casa La Factoria: A boutique hotel in Getsemani with a cozy
atmosphere and personalized service.

Budget Accommodation

— El1 Viajero Hostel: A popular choice among backpackers, this hostel offers
dormitory and private rooms, along with a social atmosphere.

— Hotel La Magdalena: A budget-friendly option located close to the Walled
City with basic amenities.

Transportation in Cartagena

Getting around Cartagena is convenient, thanks to various transportation
options.



Walking

— The Walled City and Getsemani are best explored on foot. The picturesque
streets are pedestrian—-friendly, and many attractions are within walking
distance.

Taxis and Rideshares

— Taxis are readily available, and it’'s advisable to negotiate the fare
before starting your journey. Rideshare apps like Uber are also operational
in the city, providing a convenient alternative.

Public Transportation

- Cartagena has a limited public transportation system, but local buses and
the Transcaribe bus rapid transit system can be utilized for longer
distances.

Tips for Travelers

- Stay Hydrated: The tropical climate can be hot and humid, so drink plenty
of water during your explorations.

— Safety: While Cartagena is generally safe for tourists, it’s wise to take
common precautions such as avoiding poorly lit areas at night and keeping an
eye on your belongings.

- Language: Spanish is the official language, so learning a few basic phrases
can enhance your experience and interactions with locals.

— Currency: The Colombian Peso (COP) is the local currency. Credit cards are
widely accepted, but it’s a good idea to have some cash on hand for smaller
purchases.

Conclusion

Cartagena, Colombia, is a destination that captivates the hearts of travelers
with its rich history, stunning architecture, and vibrant culture. Whether
you’re exploring the colorful streets of the Walled City, indulging in
delicious local cuisine, or relaxing on the beautiful beaches of the Rosario
Islands, Cartagena offers a unique experience that blends the past with the
present. With this travel guide in hand, you’re well-equipped to plan an
unforgettable trip to this enchanting Caribbean city.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best time to visit Cartagena, Colombia?

The best time to visit Cartagena is between December and April when the



weather is dry and sunny, making it ideal for sightseeing and beach
activities.

What are the must-see attractions in Cartagena?

Must-see attractions in Cartagena include the Walled City, Castillo San
Felipe de Barajas, the Rosario Islands, and the Palace of the Inquisition.

Is Cartagena safe for tourists?

Cartagena is generally safe for tourists, but it's advisable to stay in well-
populated areas, avoid displaying valuables, and be cautious at night.

What local dishes should I try in Cartagena?

You should try local dishes such as arepas, ceviche, fried fish, and the
traditional dish called 'arroz con coco' (coconut rice).

How can I get around Cartagena?

You can get around Cartagena using taxis, ride-sharing apps, local buses, or
by walking, especially in the Walled City where many attractions are close
together.

What is the currency used in Cartagena®?

The currency used in Cartagena is the Colombian Peso (COP). It's advisable to
exchange some money before your trip or withdraw from ATMs.

Are there any beaches in Cartagena?

Yes, Cartagena has several beaches, including Playa Blanca, Bocagrande, and
the nearby Rosario Islands, which offer beautiful scenery and water
activities.

What cultural experiences should I not miss in
Cartagena?

Don't miss cultural experiences like a visit to the Gold Museum, exploring
local artisan markets, and enjoying a traditional salsa dance show.

What is the nightlife like in Cartagena?

Cartagena has a vibrant nightlife scene with plenty of bars, clubs, and live
music venues, particularly in the Getsemani and Bocagrande neighborhoods.

Do I need a visa to visit Cartagena, Colombia?

Visa requirements depend on your nationality. Many tourists from North
America and Europe can enter Colombia for tourism without a visa for up to 90
days.
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