
canticle of the turning history
Canticle of the Turning is a powerful and evocative hymn that draws from the biblical text of the
Magnificat, the song of Mary, and integrates themes of social justice, liberation, and the
transformative power of faith. Written by the contemporary hymn writer and liturgist, Caitlin
Trenchard, this piece has gained a prominent place in modern worship, resonating deeply with
congregations seeking to articulate a faith that calls for action in the world. This article will delve
into the history of the Canticle of the Turning, exploring its biblical roots, thematic significance, and
the impact it has had on modern Christian worship.

Historical Context

The Biblical Foundation

The Canticle of the Turning is rooted in the Magnificat, which is found in the Gospel of Luke
(1:46-55). This passage captures Mary’s praise to God upon learning of her miraculous pregnancy
with Jesus. It expresses profound themes of hope, justice, and the overturning of societal norms.

- Key Elements from the Magnificat:
1. Praise to God: Mary begins by glorifying the Lord and rejoicing in God’s salvation.
2. Social Justice: The text speaks of God lifting the lowly and filling the hungry with good things
while sending the rich away empty.
3. Fulfillment of Promises: It highlights the faithfulness of God in remembering the covenant made
with Israel.

This biblical hymn has been a source of comfort and inspiration for centuries, often recited in
liturgical settings, particularly during Advent.

The Rise of Contemporary Hymnody

The late 20th century saw a resurgence in contemporary worship music, which sought to engage
congregations in new ways. Amidst this cultural shift, hymn writers began to compose songs that
spoke to modern social issues, reflecting a broader understanding of faith as it relates to justice and
community engagement.

- Influential Trends:
1. Liturgical Renewal: Churches began to embrace more diverse forms of worship, including
contemporary music.
2. Social Justice Movements: The civil rights movement, feminist theology, and liberation theology
influenced the themes expressed in new hymns.
3. Global Church Influence: The inclusion of songs from various cultural backgrounds added
richness to worship music.



Caitlin Trenchard emerged in this context, driven by a desire to connect the ancient texts with
contemporary issues.

The Creation of the Canticle of the Turning

Author and Inspiration

Caitlin Trenchard, a gifted musician and writer, crafted the Canticle of the Turning in the early
2000s. Drawing inspiration from her own faith journey and the pressing social issues of her time, she
sought to create a hymn that was both deeply rooted in scripture and relevant to the contemporary
church.

- Key Influences in Trenchard's Work:
1. Personal Faith: Her experiences of faith and doubt informed her understanding of God’s justice.
2. Social Context: Witnessing poverty, inequality, and injustice fueled her desire to write a hymn that
proclaimed liberation.
3. Ecumenical Spirit: Trenchard's work reflects a wide-ranging appreciation for diverse expressions
of faith.

The Canticle of the Turning is characterized by its uplifting melody and powerful lyrics that echo the
themes of the Magnificat while addressing the realities of the modern world.

Musical Elements

The Canticle of the Turning is known for its engaging musical composition, which combines
traditional hymnody with folk influences.

- Musical Characteristics:
1. Melodic Structure: The melody is simple yet captivating, making it easy for congregations to sing
along.
2. Rhythmic Energy: The hymn features a lively tempo that encourages participation and joy in
worship.
3. Harmonic Progressions: The use of rich harmonies adds depth and emotional resonance to the
piece.

The musicality of the hymn complements its lyrical content, creating a holistic worship experience.

Thematic Significance



Justice and Liberation

One of the central themes of the Canticle of the Turning is justice. The hymn articulates a vision of
God who actively works to uplift the oppressed and marginalized.

- Key Themes:
1. Divine Reversal: The lyrics emphasize the idea that God turns societal norms upside down, lifting
the lowly and bringing down the mighty.
2. Call to Action: The hymn encourages believers to participate in God’s transformative work in the
world.
3. Hope and Assurance: It offers a message of hope, reminding congregants that God is actively
engaged in their lives and communities.

This theme of justice resonates particularly with congregations focused on social advocacy and
community service.

Spiritual Reflection

The Canticle of the Turning also serves as a tool for spiritual reflection. It invites individuals to
consider their own roles in the world and their relationships with others.

- Reflection Points:
1. Self-Examination: Congregants are encouraged to reflect on their own lives in light of the hymn's
message.
2. Community Engagement: The hymn becomes a springboard for discussions on how to engage with
local and global justice issues.
3. Empowerment: It empowers individuals to be agents of change, inspiring them to act in alignment
with their faith.

Through its rich themes, the Canticle of the Turning fosters a deeper understanding of the
relationship between faith and action.

Impact on Modern Worship

Adoption in Churches

Since its creation, the Canticle of the Turning has been embraced by a variety of denominations,
making it a staple in many worship settings.

- Key Adoption Factors:
1. Versatility: The hymn's themes appeal to a wide range of congregational contexts and can be used
in various liturgical seasons, particularly during Advent.
2. Ecumenical Appeal: Its message of justice and hope resonates across denominational lines,
fostering unity in diversity.



3. Worship Resources: It has been included in numerous hymnals and worship resources, further
enhancing its visibility and use.

The widespread adoption of the hymn signifies its relevance in today’s church climate.

Influence on New Hymn Writers

The success of the Canticle of the Turning has inspired a new generation of hymn writers to engage
with scripture and social issues in their work.

- Emerging Trends:
1. Incorporation of Social Themes: New hymns often reflect similar social justice themes,
encouraging worshipers to act.
2. Collaborative Worship: Writers are increasingly collaborating with communities to ensure that
their hymns speak to the lived experiences of believers.
3. Diverse Musical Styles: The blending of musical genres is becoming more common, reflecting the
diverse backgrounds of modern congregations.

The Canticle of the Turning serves as a model for contemporary hymnody, encouraging creativity
and engagement with pressing issues.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Canticle of the Turning stands as a testament to the power of music and lyrics to
inspire faith and action. Rooted in the biblical Magnificat, this hymn captures the essence of justice,
hope, and the transformative nature of God’s love. Its historical context, musical composition, and
thematic depth have made it a vital part of modern worship, influencing both congregations and
hymn writers alike. As churches continue to navigate the complexities of faith in today's world, the
Canticle of the Turning will undoubtedly remain a relevant and inspiring anthem for generations to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Canticle of the Turning' and what themes does it
explore?
The 'Canticle of the Turning' is a contemporary hymn inspired by the biblical 'Magnificat,' which
expresses themes of social justice, divine intervention, and the reversal of societal norms,
celebrating the empowerment of the marginalized.

Who wrote the 'Canticle of the Turning' and when was it



published?
The 'Canticle of the Turning' was written by Rory Cooney and was first published in 1990.

How does the 'Canticle of the Turning' relate to the concept of
liberation theology?
The 'Canticle of the Turning' aligns with liberation theology by emphasizing the biblical call to
justice and the importance of uplifting the oppressed, reflecting a commitment to social change and
equity.

In what ways has the 'Canticle of the Turning' been used in
worship settings?
The 'Canticle of the Turning' is frequently used in liturgical settings, particularly during Advent and
Christmas, as it resonates with themes of hope and transformation, inviting congregations to reflect
on social justice.

What musical style is associated with the 'Canticle of the
Turning'?
The 'Canticle of the Turning' is typically set to a folk-inspired musical style, making it accessible and
engaging for congregations, often accompanied by guitar and piano.

How has the reception of the 'Canticle of the Turning' evolved
since its release?
Since its release, the 'Canticle of the Turning' has gained popularity in various Christian
denominations and has been embraced for its poignant message, becoming a staple in many worship
repertoires.

What impact has the 'Canticle of the Turning' had on
contemporary hymnody?
The 'Canticle of the Turning' has influenced contemporary hymnody by encouraging a focus on
justice and inclusivity within worship music, prompting other composers to explore similar themes in
their works.

How do scholars interpret the biblical references in the
'Canticle of the Turning'?
Scholars interpret the biblical references in the 'Canticle of the Turning' as a call to action,
highlighting the transformative power of faith and the responsibility of believers to advocate for
justice and equality in their communities.
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