
came to believe that a power greater

Came to believe that a power greater than oneself is a phrase that resonates deeply within various

spiritual and recovery communities. Often associated with programs such as Alcoholics Anonymous

(AA) and other twelve-step programs, this concept signifies a turning point for many individuals

grappling with addiction, mental health challenges, or life difficulties. The notion of surrendering to a

higher power encourages individuals to step outside of themselves, seek support, and find solace in

something larger than their personal struggles. This article delves into the meaning of this phrase, its

historical context, and its implications for personal growth and recovery.

Understanding the Concept of a Higher Power

The idea of a higher power can vary significantly from person to person. For some, it may be a

traditional conception of God, while for others, it could embody nature, the universe, or even the

collective consciousness of humanity. The essential element is the recognition of something beyond

oneself that offers guidance, strength, and hope.

Defining a Higher Power

1. Spiritual Entity: For many, a higher power is viewed as a divine entity or God that provides wisdom

and support.

2. Philosophical Concept: Others may interpret it as a philosophical principle, such as love, truth, or

justice, which guides their actions and decisions.

3. Community and Support: Some may find their higher power in the support of a community or group,

emphasizing the importance of collective strength in overcoming obstacles.

4. Nature or the Universe: Many individuals see the beauty and complexity of nature or the universe as

a source of inspiration and guidance.



No matter the interpretation, the essence of believing in a power greater than oneself fosters a sense

of humility and interconnectedness.

The Historical Context of the Phrase

The phrase "came to believe that a power greater than ourselves" is a cornerstone of the twelve-step

recovery programs that emerged in the 20th century. Its origins can be traced back to the founding of

Alcoholics Anonymous in 1935 by Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob Smith. The founders recognized that many

individuals struggling with alcoholism found relief and recovery through the acknowledgment of a

higher power.

The Twelve Steps and Spiritual Awakening

The twelve-step program consists of a series of steps designed to promote spiritual growth and

personal recovery. Key steps that relate to the concept of a higher power include:

1. Step 2: “Came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.”

2. Step 3: “Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood

Him.”

These steps emphasize the importance of surrendering personal control and recognizing the limitations

of individual willpower. This acknowledgment helps individuals confront their challenges and fosters a

sense of hope.

The Psychological Implications of Believing in a Higher Power

Believing in a power greater than oneself can have profound psychological benefits. This belief can



serve as a source of strength, resilience, and motivation in times of crisis. Several psychological

frameworks highlight the benefits of this belief:

1. Enhanced Coping Mechanisms

Individuals who believe in a higher power often report better coping mechanisms in dealing with stress

and adversity. This belief can provide:

- Emotional Support: A sense of comfort in knowing that one is not alone in their struggles.

- Perspective: A broader viewpoint on life's challenges, reducing feelings of isolation and despair.

2. Improved Mental Health Outcomes

Research has shown that individuals who engage in spiritual practices or hold beliefs in a higher

power often experience:

- Lower Levels of Anxiety and Depression: The act of surrendering control can alleviate pressure and

reduce symptoms of anxiety and depression.

- Increased Sense of Purpose: A belief in something greater can instill a sense of meaning in life,

which is crucial for mental well-being.

3. Strengthened Community Connections

Faith-based communities often provide robust support networks. These connections can lead to:

- Social Support: Engaging with others who share similar beliefs fosters community and belonging.

- Accountability: Being part of a community can motivate individuals to stay committed to their recovery



or personal growth journey.

The Role of Surrender in Personal Growth

Surrendering to a higher power does not imply passivity; rather, it is an active decision to seek

assistance and guidance. This surrender can catalyze significant personal growth.

1. Embracing Vulnerability

Surrendering involves acknowledging one’s limitations and vulnerabilities. By doing so, individuals can:

- Open Up to Change: Accepting help from a higher power allows for personal transformation.

- Cultivate Humility: Recognizing that one is not in control encourages a more humble approach to life.

2. Fostering Resilience

Having faith in a higher power can lead to increased resilience. This resilience manifests as:

- Bouncing Back from Setbacks: Believing in a supportive force can empower individuals to overcome

challenges.

- Staying Committed: The connection to a higher power can reinforce dedication to recovery or

personal goals.

Challenges and Misconceptions

While the idea of believing in a power greater than oneself can be empowering, it is not without its



challenges and misconceptions.

1. Misinterpretation of Surrender

Some individuals may misconstrue surrender as a lack of agency or personal effort. In reality:

- Active Participation: Surrendering to a higher power does not negate the need for personal

responsibility and action.

- Dynamic Process: It is a continuous journey of seeking help and making choices that align with one's

values and beliefs.

2. Spiritual Bypassing

Spiritual bypassing refers to the tendency to use spiritual beliefs to avoid confronting emotional pain or

difficult realities. This can lead to:

- Avoidance of Necessary Work: Individuals may neglect therapeutic processes that are essential for

healing.

- Superficial Understanding: Relying solely on faith without engaging in self-reflection can hinder

personal growth.

Conclusion: The Journey of Belief and Growth

The journey of coming to believe in a power greater than oneself is deeply personal and

transformative. It encourages individuals to confront their struggles, seek support, and cultivate

humility. The benefits of such a belief are evident in enhanced coping mechanisms, improved mental

health outcomes, and stronger community connections.



As individuals navigate their paths, it is essential to recognize that surrendering to a higher power is

not an endpoint but a beginning—a foundation for growth, resilience, and a more meaningful life. In

embracing this belief, many find the courage to confront their challenges, heal, and thrive in ways they

never thought possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to come to believe in a power greater than

oneself?

Coming to believe in a power greater than oneself often refers to recognizing and accepting that there

are forces or principles beyond individual control that can influence one's life, providing a sense of

hope and guidance.

How can belief in a higher power impact mental health?

Belief in a higher power can provide comfort, reduce anxiety, and foster resilience, often leading to

improved mental health by offering a supportive framework for coping with life's challenges.

What are some common forms of a 'power greater than ourselves'?

Common forms include traditional religious beliefs, the concept of community support, nature, the

universe, or the collective human spirit, all of which can serve as sources of strength and inspiration.

Is belief in a power greater than oneself essential for recovery from

addiction?

Many recovery programs, such as Alcoholics Anonymous, emphasize the importance of believing in a

power greater than oneself as a crucial step in finding hope and strength to overcome addiction.



How can one cultivate a belief in a power greater than oneself?

Cultivating this belief can involve practices such as meditation, connecting with nature, engaging in

community service, or exploring spiritual or philosophical teachings that resonate with personal values.

What role does community play in believing in a power greater than

oneself?

Community plays a significant role by providing support, shared experiences, and a sense of

belonging, which can reinforce the belief in something larger than individual existence.

Can belief in a power greater than oneself be beneficial in times of

crisis?

Yes, during crises, belief in a power greater than oneself can offer solace, a sense of purpose, and the

strength to endure difficult times, helping individuals to navigate uncertainty and fear.
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