
calvary chapel association history
Calvary Chapel Association history is a rich and evolving narrative that
traces the roots of one of the most influential movements in contemporary
Christianity. Founded in the late 1960s amidst the cultural upheaval of the
time, Calvary Chapel has grown from a small congregation in Southern
California into a global network of churches. This article delves into the
origins, growth, theological underpinnings, and current status of the Calvary
Chapel Association, highlighting key figures and events that have shaped its
trajectory.

Origins of Calvary Chapel

Calvary Chapel was established in 1965 by Pastor Chuck Smith in Costa Mesa,
California. The church began with a small congregation and aimed to create a
welcoming environment for the youth of the era, particularly those
disillusioned by traditional church structures. The timing was critical; the
1960s were marked by the counterculture movement, which brought about
significant changes in societal values, including increased interest in
spiritual exploration.

Influences and Early Growth

The early growth of Calvary Chapel can be attributed to several key factors:

1. Cultural Relevance: Chuck Smith sought to reach the youth of the time,
many of whom were involved in the hippie movement. He welcomed them into the
church, providing a space where they could explore their faith without
judgment.

2. Simple Teaching Style: Smith’s approach to teaching emphasized expository
preaching, where he would systematically work through the Bible. This method
resonated with many, as it made biblical teachings accessible and relevant.

3. Music and Worship: The incorporation of contemporary Christian music
played a significant role in attracting young people. Calvary Chapel became
known for its worship style, which included folk and rock music, making it
distinct from traditional worship services.

4. Baptism and Evangelism: Smith encouraged evangelism and personal
testimony, leading to a culture of baptism and conversion that attracted many
new believers.



The Jesus Movement

The Calvary Chapel Association found itself at the forefront of the Jesus
Movement, a spiritual revival that swept through the United States in the
late 1960s and early 1970s. This movement was characterized by a surge of
interest in Christianity, particularly among young people searching for
meaning amid societal chaos.

Key Characteristics of the Jesus Movement

- Emphasis on Personal Relationships: Followers were encouraged to develop a
personal relationship with Jesus rather than adhering to rigid religious
practices.
- Community and Fellowship: Calvary Chapel fostered a sense of community
among its members, promoting small group gatherings and communal activities.
- Counter-Cultural Evangelism: The church actively reached out to the
counter-culture community, providing a safe haven for those seeking spiritual
fulfillment.

Calvary Chapel became a hub for the Jesus Movement, leading to rapid growth
in membership and the establishment of other Calvary Chapel congregations
across the country.

Establishment of the Calvary Chapel Association

As the movement expanded, it became necessary to create a formal structure to
support the growing network of churches. In 1970, the Calvary Chapel
Association (CCA) was founded to provide guidance, resources, and a sense of
unity among affiliated churches.

Objectives of the Calvary Chapel Association

- Support and Resources: The CCA aims to provide resources for church
planting, pastoral training, and church governance.
- Fostering Unity: The association seeks to maintain a sense of unity among
Calvary Chapel churches, emphasizing shared beliefs and values.
- Promoting Expository Teaching: One of the key tenets of Calvary Chapel is
the commitment to expository preaching, which the CCA actively encourages
among its pastors.



Theological Foundations

The theological framework of Calvary Chapel has been influenced by various
movements and teachings, which have shaped its distinctive beliefs.

Core Beliefs

1. Biblical Authority: Calvary Chapel holds the Bible as the ultimate
authority in matters of faith and practice.
2. Grace and Salvation: The association emphasizes salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ, highlighting God’s grace as the central theme of the Gospel.
3. The Holy Spirit: There is a strong belief in the active work of the Holy
Spirit in the life of the believer and the church.
4. Eschatology: Many Calvary Chapel members hold a pre-tribulation rapture
view, which anticipates the return of Jesus Christ before a period of
tribulation.

Expansion and Global Reach

As Calvary Chapel gained popularity, its influence began to spread beyond
Southern California. The 1980s and 1990s saw a significant expansion, with
many Calvary Chapel churches being established across the United States and
internationally.

Church Planting and Missionary Work

The CCA has been instrumental in supporting church planting efforts. Key
strategies include:

- Training Programs: The association offers training for new pastors and
church leaders, equipping them with the skills needed to establish and grow
churches.
- Mission Trips: Calvary Chapel encourages its members to participate in
mission trips to help plant churches in areas lacking a strong Christian
presence.
- Networking: The CCA facilitates connections between established and new
churches, promoting collaboration and resource sharing.

Challenges and Controversies

As with any religious movement, Calvary Chapel has faced its share of
challenges and controversies.



Leadership Changes

The death of Chuck Smith in 2013 marked a significant turning point for the
Calvary Chapel Association. His leadership style and vision had been pivotal
in shaping the movement, and his passing raised questions regarding
succession and direction.

Theological Debates

Some within and outside the movement have raised concerns about the
association's theological stance, particularly regarding issues such as the
role of women in ministry and the interpretation of certain biblical texts.

Current Status and Future Outlook

Today, the Calvary Chapel Association continues to thrive, with hundreds of
affiliated churches worldwide. The association remains committed to its core
values and mission, seeking to adapt to the changing cultural landscape while
maintaining its biblical foundation.

Looking Ahead

1. Embracing Technology: Many Calvary Chapel churches are leveraging
technology to reach wider audiences, utilizing online services and social
media.
2. Continued Emphasis on Discipleship: The CCA is focusing on developing
discipleship programs that encourage spiritual growth and community
involvement.
3. Global Missions: The association is dedicated to expanding its missionary
efforts, seeking to plant more churches in unreached areas.

Conclusion

The history of the Calvary Chapel Association is a testament to the power of
faith and community in a rapidly changing world. From its humble beginnings
in Costa Mesa to its global reach today, Calvary Chapel has made a
significant impact on contemporary Christianity. As the association navigates
the complexities of modern life while remaining grounded in its foundational
beliefs, it will undoubtedly continue to influence and inspire future
generations of believers.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Calvary Chapel
Association?
The Calvary Chapel Association originated in the late 1960s when Pastor Chuck
Smith began leading a small church in Costa Mesa, California, which grew
rapidly due to the Jesus Movement.

When was the Calvary Chapel Association officially
formed?
The Calvary Chapel Association was officially formed in 1991 to provide
support and oversight to Calvary Chapel churches worldwide.

What role did Chuck Smith play in the development of
the Calvary Chapel Association?
Chuck Smith, as the founder of Calvary Chapel, played a pivotal role in its
development by establishing the core values and teachings that guided the
association's growth and influence.

How has the Calvary Chapel Association influenced
modern evangelicalism?
The Calvary Chapel Association has influenced modern evangelicalism by
promoting a simple and straightforward approach to biblical teaching,
contemporary worship, and an emphasis on evangelism and community outreach.

What distinguishes Calvary Chapel churches from
other denominations?
Calvary Chapel churches are distinguished by their verse-by-verse teaching of
the Bible, contemporary worship style, and a focus on the Holy Spirit's work
in the lives of believers.

How has the Calvary Chapel Association addressed
controversies within its ranks?
The Calvary Chapel Association has addressed controversies by promoting
accountability among its pastors, encouraging open dialogue, and emphasizing
adherence to its foundational beliefs and practices.



What is the current size and scope of the Calvary
Chapel Association?
As of now, the Calvary Chapel Association comprises over 1,600 affiliated
churches across the globe, with a strong presence in the United States and
various international locations.

What future challenges does the Calvary Chapel
Association face?
The Calvary Chapel Association faces challenges such as maintaining unity
among diverse congregations, adapting to cultural changes, and addressing
theological debates within the broader evangelical community.
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