call me by your name analysis

Call Me by Your Name is a poignant exploration of love, desire, and the bittersweet nature
of first experiences. Directed by Luca Guadagnino and based on André Aciman's novel, the
film delves into the passionate summer romance between Elio, a 17-year-old boy, and
Oliver, a 24-year-old graduate student who comes to stay with Elio's family in 1980s Italy.
The film masterfully captures the essence of youth, longing, and the fleeting nature of
happiness. This analysis will explore the film’s themes, characters, cinematography, and
its impact on contemporary cinema.

Themes

1. The Complexity of Desire

Call Me by Your Name intricately portrays the complexity of desire. The film does not just
focus on physical attraction but delves into the emotional and psychological aspects of
love.

- Intimacy: The relationship between Elio and Oliver evolves from a tentative friendship to
a deep emotional connection. Their intimacy is depicted through shared moments, subtle
glances, and conversations that reveal their vulnerabilities.

- Yearning: Elio's internal struggle reflects the universal experience of yearning for
someone who seems just out of reach. His desire for Oliver is palpable, marked by
moments of longing and hesitation that resonate with anyone who has experienced
unrequited love.

2. The Passage of Time

The film beautifully captures the passage of time, particularly how fleeting moments can
hold immense significance.

- Summer as a Metaphor: The idyllic summer setting in Italy symbolizes both the beauty
and transience of youth. The lush landscapes and warm weather reflect the intensity of
Elio and Oliver's romance, while also hinting at its impermanence.

- Memory and Nostalgia: The narrative is framed by Elio’s recollections, emphasizing the
bittersweet nature of memory. The film suggests that while the moments may be fleeting,
they leave an indelible mark on our lives.

3. Identity and Self-Discovery

Elio's journey is not just about love; it is also a profound exploration of self-discovery.



- Coming of Age: Elio's experiences with Oliver catalyze his transition from adolescence to
adulthood. The film portrays the awakening of his sexuality and the complexities that
accompany it.

- Cultural Identity: Set against the backdrop of 1980s Italy, Elio’s journey reflects broader
themes of cultural identity. The film invites viewers to consider how love and desire are
influenced by societal norms and personal backgrounds.

Character Analysis

1. Elio Perlman

Elio is a multifaceted character whose depth is revealed throughout the film.

- Intellectual and Sensitive: As a gifted pianist and scholar, Elio embodies both intelligence
and sensitivity. His love for literature and music reflects his inner life, making his
experiences with Oliver even more profound.

- Emotional Turmoil: Elio's character arc is marked by emotional turmoil. His initial
ambivalence towards Oliver becomes a deep-seated affection, which ultimately leads to
heartbreak. This emotional journey makes him relatable to anyone who has navigated the
complexities of young love.

2. Oliver

Oliver is charismatic and confident, serving as both a catalyst for Elio’s awakening and a
source of confusion.

- Ambiguous Persona: Oliver's character is deliberately ambiguous, embodying both the
allure of maturity and the uncertainty of adulthood. His playful demeanor hides deeper
insecurities, making him a complex and intriguing figure.

- Cultural Contrast: As an American in Italy, Oliver represents a cultural contrast to Elio.
This dynamic adds layers to their relationship and emphasizes the theme of identity.

3. Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in Call Me by Your Name enrich the narrative and highlight the
central themes.

- Mr. and Mrs. Perlman: Elio's parents are portrayed as understanding and supportive
figures. Their open-mindedness creates a safe space for Elio to explore his feelings,
contrasting with societal expectations of the time.

- Marzia: Elio’s brief relationship with Marzia highlights the complexities of young love
and desire. She represents a societal expectation of romantic involvement, further
complicating Elio's feelings for Oliver.



Cinematography and Aesthetics

1. Visual Storytelling

The cinematography in Call Me by Your Name plays a crucial role in conveying the film’s
themes and emotions.

- Natural Landscapes: The film's stunning visuals of the Italian countryside create a sense
of longing and nostalgia. The sun-drenched landscapes serve as a metaphor for the
warmth of Elio and Oliver's relationship.

- Framing and Composition: Guadagnino’s use of framing emphasizes the characters’
emotional states. Close-ups capture subtle expressions, while wide shots highlight the
distance and longing between Elio and Oliver.

2. Color Palette

The color palette further enhances the film's emotional depth.

- Warm Tones: The predominant warm tones evoke feelings of love, desire, and nostalgia.
This aesthetic choice immerses the audience in the emotional landscape of the characters.
- Symbolic Colors: Specific colors are associated with particular emotions or moments,
deepening the viewer's understanding of the characters’ experiences.

Impact on Contemporary Cinema

1. Representation of LGBTQ+ Narratives

Call Me by Your Name is significant for its authentic portrayal of a same-sex romance.

- Normalizing Queer Love: The film presents Elio and Oliver's relationship as natural and
beautiful, contributing to the normalization of queer narratives in mainstream cinema.

- Breaking Stereotypes: By focusing on the emotional depth of the characters rather than
sensationalizing their sexuality, the film breaks stereotypes often associated with LGBTQ+
stories.

2. Influence on Filmmaking

The film has influenced contemporary filmmaking through its artistic choices and
storytelling techniques.



- Character-Driven Narratives: Call Me by Your Name emphasizes character development
over plot-driven storytelling. This approach has inspired filmmakers to prioritize emotional
resonance and authenticity in their narratives.

- Aesthetic Choices: The film's visual style has influenced a new wave of filmmakers who
seek to blend stunning cinematography with deep emotional storytelling.

Conclusion

Call Me by Your Name is more than just a love story; it is a profound exploration of desire,
identity, and the fleeting nature of first love. Through its rich themes, complex characters,
and stunning visuals, the film resonates with audiences on multiple levels. It invites
viewers to reflect on their own experiences of love, loss, and the passage of time. As a
significant contribution to contemporary cinema, it continues to inspire discussions

around LGBTQ+ representation and the intricacies of human emotions. In capturing the
essence of a transformative summer romance, Call Me by Your Name has established itself
as a timeless piece of art that speaks to the heart of what it means to love and be loved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in '‘Call Me by
Your Name'?

The central themes in 'Call Me by Your Name' include the exploration of first love, the
complexity of desire, the tension between youth and maturity, and the impact of time on
relationships. The narrative also delves into the cultural and seasonal backdrop of 1980s
Italy, which enhances the emotional depth of the story.

How does the setting of 1980s Italy influence the
narrative of 'Call Me by Your Name'?

The setting of 1980s Italy plays a crucial role in 'Call Me by Your Name' by providing a
lush, romantic backdrop that mirrors the protagonist's emotional journey. The vibrant
landscapes and cultural nuances of the time contribute to the sense of freedom and
exploration, amplifying the intensity of Elio and Oliver's relationship.

What role does food play in the storytelling of 'Call Me
by Your Name"'?

Food serves as a significant motif in 'Call Me by Your Name', symbolizing intimacy,
connection, and the sensory experiences of love. The shared meals and culinary moments
between Elio and Oliver enhance their bond and reflect the cultural richness of the Italian
setting, intertwining taste with memory and desire.



How does the narrative structure of 'Call Me by Your
Name' affect the reader's experience?

The narrative structure of 'Call Me by Your Name' employs a reflective and almost
nostalgic tone, with Elio recounting his summer romance. This retrospective approach
allows readers to engage deeply with Elio's emotions, heightening the sense of longing
and loss, while also providing a rich, immersive experience of his memories.

In what ways does 'Call Me by Your Name' address the
idea of identity and self-discovery?

'‘Call Me by Your Name' addresses identity and self-discovery through Elio's journey as he
navigates his feelings for Oliver. The story illustrates the complexities of sexual
orientation, personal growth, and the struggle between societal expectations and personal
truth, highlighting how love can catalyze profound self-understanding and acceptance.
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