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“CALL IT COURAGE,” A NOVEL BY ARMSTRONG SPERRY, TELLS THE COMPELLING STORY OF A YOUNG POLYNESIAN BOY NAMED
MAFATU WHO GRAPPLES WITH FEAR, COURAGE, AND SELF-DISCOVERY. SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE BEAUTIFUL YET
TREACHEROUS PACIFIC ISLANDS, THE NOVEL EXPLORES THEMES OF BRAVERY, IDENTITY, AND THE JOURNEY TO OVERCOME
PERSONAL CHALLENGES. THIS STUDY GUIDE WILL PROVIDE AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE KEY ELEMENTS OF THE STORY, INCLUDING
ITS SUMMARY, CHARACTERS, THEMES, AND SIGNIFICANT QUOTES, AS WELL AS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS THAT CAN HELP DEEPEN
UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT.

SumMMARY ofF “CaLL IT Courace”

"CALL IT COURAGE” FOLLOWS THE LIFE OF MAFATU, THE SON OF A CHIEF IN A POLYNESIAN VILLAGE. FROM A YOUNG AGE,
MAFATU IS HAUNTED BY THE FEAR OF THE SEA, WHICH IS CONSIDERED A SOURCE OF STRENGTH AND BRAVERY IN HIS CULTURE.
AFTER A TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE INVOLVING A STORM AND A SHARK, MAFATU’S FEAR INTENSIFIES, LEADING HIM TO BE RIDICULED
BY HIS PEERS. DETERMINED TO PROVE HIS COURAGE AND RECLAIM HIS HONOR, MAFATU SETS OUT ON A JOURNEY OF SELF-
DISCOVERY.

MAFATUISJOURNEY BEGINS WHEN HE DECIDES TO LEAVE HIS VILLAGE AND VENTURE OUT INTO THE OCEAN ALONE. ARMED ONLY
WITH A CANOE AND HIS DETERMINATION, HE FACES NUMEROUS CHALLENGES, INCLUDING FIERCE STORMS, DANGEROUS CREATURES,
AND THE ISOLATION OF BEING ALONE. THROUGH THESE TRIALS, MAFATU LEARNS TO CONFRONT AND MANAGE HIS FEARS,
ULTIMATELY DISCOVERING HIS TRUE STRENGTH AND BRAVERY.

THE NOVEL CULMINATES IN MAFATU’S RETURN TO HIS VILLAGE, WHERE HE IS NO LONGER THE FEARFUL BOY BUT A COURAGEOUS
YOUNG MAN WHO HAS EARNED THE RESPECT OF HIS PEERS AND THE LOVE OF HIS FATHER.

CHARACTERS

MAFATU

MAFATU IS THE PROTAGONIST OF THE STORY. HIS CHARACTER ARC ILLUSTRATES THE TRANSFORMATION FROM FEARFUL BOY TO
COURAGEOUS LEADER. AS THE SON OF A CHIEF, HE GRAPPLES WITH THE EXPECTATIONS PLACED UPON HIM AND HIS PERSONAL
INSECURITIES.

URI

URI IS MAFATU’S LOYAL DOG AND COMPANION. HE REPRESENTS UNWAVERING LOYALTY AND SUPPORT, OFTEN ENCOURAGING
MAFATU THROUGH HIS JOURNEY. URI’S PRESENCE HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF FRIENDSHIP AND COMPANIONSHIP.

THe VILLAGE CHIEF

MAFATU'S FATHER, THE CHIEF, EMBODIES THE TRADITIONAL VALUES OF THE POLYNESIAN CULTURE. HE REPRESENTS THE
EXPECTATIONS OF MASCULINITY AND BRAVERY THAT MAFATU FEELS PRESSURED TO MEET.

THE SEA

W/HILE NOT A CHARACTER IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE, THE SEA PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN THE STORY. [T REPRESENTS BOTH



DANGER AND OPPORTUNITY. MAFATU’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SEA EVOLVES THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL, SYMBOLIZING HIS
INTERNAL STRUGGLE AND EVENTUAL GROWTH.

THEMES

CoURAGE AND FEAR

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF “CALL IT COURAGE” IS THE CONFLICT BETWEEN COURAGE AND FEAR. MAFATU,S_JOURNEY IS
LARGELY ABOUT OVERCOMING THE FEARS THAT HAVE LONG HELD HIM BACK. THE NOVEL ILLUSTRATES THAT TRUE COURAGE IS
NOT THE ABSENCE OF FEAR BUT THE ABILITY TO CONFRONT IT.

IDENTITY AND SELF-DISCOVERY

MAFATU'S QUEST IS ALSO A JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY. THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL, HE LEARNS ABOUT HIS OWN STRENGTHS,
VALUES, AND IDENTITY. THE STORY EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING ONESELF TO GROW AND EVOLVE.

ISOLATION AND LONELINESS

MAFATUIS_JOURNEY INTO THE OCEAN REPRESENTS A PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL ISOLATION AS HE SEEKS TO FIND HIS COURAGE.
THIS THEME SERVES TO HIGHLIGHT THE STRUGGLE MANY INDIVIDUALS FACE WHEN BATTLING THEIR FEARS ALONE.

TRADITION VS. INDIVIDUALITY

THE NOVEL ALSO ADDRESSES THE TENSION BETWEEN CULTURAL EXPECTATIONS AND PERSONAL DESIRES. MAFATU'S STRUGGLE
TO MEET THE EXPECTATIONS OF BEING A CHIEF'S SON CONTRASTS WITH HIS PERSONAL JOURNEY TO DEFINE HIS OWN IDENTITY.

IMPORTANT QUOTES

1. “COURAGE IS NOT THE ABSENCE OF FEAR, BUT THE TRIUMPH OVER IT.”
- THIS QUOTE ENCAPSULATES THE ESSENCE OF MAFATU’S JOURNEY AS HE LEARNS TO CONFRONT HIS FEARS RATHER THAN RUN
FROM THEM.

2. “THE SEA IS A FRIEND YOU MUST KNOW WELL.”
- THIS QUOTE REFLECTS MAFATU’S EVOLVING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SEA, EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR UNDERSTANDING AND
RESPECT, EVEN IN THE FACE OF FEAR.

3. “l WILL NOT BE AFRAID ANYMORE.”

- THIS DECLARATION MARKS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN MAFATU’S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, SYMBOLIZING HIS COMMITMENT TO
OVERCOMING FEAR.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

1. WHAT ROLE DOES FEAR PLAY IN MAFATU'S LIFE, AND HOW DOES IT AFFECT HIS ACTIONS?
- CONSIDER HOW FEAR SHAPES HIS IDENTITY AND RELATIONSHIPS THROUGHOUT THE STORY.

2. IN WHAT WAYS DOES MAFATU’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SEA CHANGE THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL?
- Discuss THE SYMBOLISM OF THE SEA AND ITS IMPACT ON MAFATU’S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT.



3. How DOES THE THEME OF TRADITION VERSUS INDIVIDUALITY MANIFEST IN THE STORY?
- EXPLORE HOW MAFATU/SJOURNEY CHALLENGES SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS AND CULTURAL NORMS.

4. \YW/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF COMPANIONSHIP IN THE STORY?
- ANALYZE THE ROLE OF URI AND HOW FRIENDSHIP INFLUENCES MAFATU’S JOURNEY.

5. How poEs MAFATU’S PERCEPTION OF COURAGE EVOLVE FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END OF THE NOVEL?
- REFLECT ON THE LESSONS HE LEARNS AND HOW THEY CONTRIBUTE TO HIS GROWTH.

LiTerRARY DEVICES

SPERRY EMPLOYS VARIOUS LITERARY DEVICES TO ENRICH THE STORY:

- IMAGERY: THE VIVID DESCRIPTIONS OF THE OCEAN, THE ISLAND, AND THE CHALLENGES MAFATU FACES CREATE A STRONG
VISUAL LANDSCAPE THAT IMMERSES READERS IN THE SETTING.

- SYMBOLISM: KEY ELEMENTS LIKE THE SEA, THE CANOE, AND EVEN THE STORM SYMBOLIZE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF MAFATU’S
INTERNAL STRUGGLES AND GROW TH.

- FORESHADOWING: EARLY EVENTS IN THE NOVEL HINT AT MAFATU’S ULTIMATE CHALLENGES AND TRIUMPHS, BUILDING
ANTICIPATION FOR HIS JOURNEY.

CoNcLUSION

“CALL IT COURAGE” BY ARMSTRONG SPERRY IS A POWERFUL EXPLORATION OF FEAR, BRAVERY, AND SELF-DISCOVERY.
THROUGH MAFATU’S JOURNEY , READERS ARE INVITED TO REFLECT ON THEIR OWN CHALLENGES AND THE NATURE OF COURAGE.
THIS STUDY GUIDE PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE NOVEL'S COMPLEX THEMES AND CHARACTER DYNAMICS,
MAKING IT A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND READERS ALIKE. AS WE DELVE INTO MAFATU'S WORLD, WE ARE REMINDED
THAT TRUE COURAGE IS NOT ABOUT THE ABSENCE OF FEAR, BUT THE ABILITY TO CONFRONT AND OVERCOME IT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF ‘CALL IT COURAGE'?

THe PRIMARY THEME OF ‘CALL IT COURAGE’ IS THE JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY AND OVERCOMING FEAR THROUGH COURAGE
AND RESILIENCE.

WHO IS THE MAIN CHARACTER IN ‘CALL IT COURAGE’ AND WHAT IS HIS STRUGGLE?

THE MAIN CHARACTER IS MAFATUI A YOUNG BOY WHO STRUGGLES WITH HIS FEAR OF THE SEA, WHICH STEMS FROM A
TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE DURING HIS CHILDHOOD.

How DOES THE SETTING INFLUENCE THE STORY IN ‘CALL IT COURAGE'?

THE SETTING, WHICH IS A POLYNESIAN ISLAND AND THE SURROUNDING OCEAN, PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING MAFATU'S
EXPERIENCES AND CHALLENGES, SYMBOLIZING BOTH FEAR AND THE CALL TO ADVENTURE.

WHAT ROLE DO CULTURAL ELEMENTS PLAY IN ‘CALL IT COURAGE'?

CULTURAL ELEMENTS, SUCH AS POLYNESIAN MYTHS AND TRADITIONS, ENRICH THE NARRATIVE, PROVIDING CONTEXT FOR



MAFATU/SJOURNEY AND HIGHLIGHTING THEMES OF BRAVERY AND IDENTITY.

\WHAT SIGNIFICANT EVENTS MARK MAFATU’S TRANSFORMATION THROUGHOUT THE
NOVEL?

MAFATU’'S TRANSFORMATION IS MARKED BY SIGNIFICANT EVENTS SUCH AS HIS DECISION TO LEAVE HIS HOME, HIS SURVIVAL ON A
DESERTED ISLAND, AND HIS ULTIMATE CONFRONTATION WITH HIS FEARS IN THE OCEAN.

How poEes ‘CALL IT COURAGE' ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF MASCULINITY?

THE NOVEL EXPLORES MASCULINITY THROUGH MAFATUISJOURNEY, CHALLENGING TRADITIONAL NOTIONS BY EMPHASIZING
EMOTIONAL STRENGTH, VULNERABILITY, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF INNER COURAGE OVER PHYSICAL PROWESS.
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