
california service dog in training laws

California service dog in training laws are crucial for understanding the rights and responsibilities associated
with service animals in the state. As more individuals with disabilities seek the assistance of service dogs, it is
essential to navigate the complex legal landscape that governs these animals. This article will explore
California's laws, definitions, rights of handlers, and the distinction between service dogs and emotional
support animals.

Understanding Service Dogs and Their Training

Service dogs are defined as dogs that are specifically trained to perform tasks for individuals with disabilities.
In California, the law recognizes various types of service dogs, primarily focusing on those that assist people
with physical disabilities, sensory disabilities, and mental health conditions.

Types of Service Dogs

1. Guide Dogs: Assist individuals with visual impairments.
2. Hearing Dogs: Alert individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing to sounds.
3. Mobility Assistance Dogs: Aid individuals with physical limitations by providing balance and support.
4. Psychiatric Service Dogs: Help individuals with mental health disorders, such as PTSD or severe anxiety.

Service Dog Training

Training for service dogs is rigorous and can take up to two years. Dogs must be trained to perform specific
tasks that mitigate their handler’s disability. This training often includes:

- Basic Obedience: Commands such as sit, stay, and come.
- Task-Specific Training: Skills that are directly related to the handler's needs, like retrieving medication or
guiding.
- Socialization: Exposure to various environments, people, and other animals.

California Laws Regarding Service Dogs in Training

In California, laws governing service dogs and their training are outlined in the Unruh Civil Rights Act and the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). It is essential to distinguish between service dogs and emotional
support animals, as they are treated differently under the law.

Definition of Service Dogs in Training

California law defines service dogs in training as dogs that are being trained to perform tasks for individuals
with disabilities. While these dogs do not have the same access rights as fully trained service dogs, they are
still afforded certain protections under the law.



Rights of Handlers with Service Dogs in Training

The rights of individuals with service dogs in training in California include:

- Public Access: While service dogs in training do not have the same public access rights as fully trained
service dogs, they may accompany their handlers in training facilities and certain public places where training is
occurring.
- Housing Access: Under California law, individuals with service dogs in training can request reasonable
accommodations in housing situations.

Limitations of Service Dogs in Training

It’s critical to understand that while service dogs in training have some rights, they do not hold the same
status as fully trained service dogs. Limitations include:

- Public Spaces: Service dogs in training can be denied access to public places, such as restaurants and stores,
unless they are part of a training program.
- No Certification Requirement: There is currently no requirement for service dogs or service dogs in training to
be certified, which can lead to confusion and misuse of the term.

California’s Training Programs for Service Dogs

To ensure that service dogs are well-trained and capable of assisting individuals, California offers several
training programs. These programs can help individuals find reputable service dog trainers and organizations.

Reputable Training Organizations

When seeking a service dog training program, consider the following reputable organizations:

1. Assistance Dogs International (ADI): This organization sets standards for training and provides a directory
of accredited programs.
2. Service Dogs by Warren Retrievers: Focused on training service dogs for veterans and individuals with
disabilities.
3. Canine Companions for Independence: Provides highly trained assistance dogs and offers training programs for
potential service dogs.

Tips for Training a Service Dog

If you are training a dog to be a service animal, consider the following tips:

- Start Early: Begin training at a young age to establish good behavior and socialization.
- Use Positive Reinforcement: Reward your dog for good behavior to encourage learning.
- Seek Professional Guidance: Consider working with a certified service dog trainer for specialized training.

Misuse of Service Dog Designations

One of the challenges facing service dog laws is the misuse of service dog designations. With the rise of online



certifications and vests, individuals may falsely claim their pets are service animals.

Consequences of Misuse

Misrepresenting a pet as a service dog can have serious consequences:

- Legal Penalties: California law imposes fines for individuals who falsely claim their animal is a service dog.
- Increased Scrutiny: Legitimate service dog users may face additional scrutiny, making it harder for them to
access public spaces.

Conclusion

Navigating the laws surrounding California service dog in training laws is essential for both individuals seeking
assistance and those involved in training service dogs. Understanding the definitions, rights, and responsibilities
associated with service animals can help ensure a safe and supportive environment for all. As awareness
grows, it is vital to advocate for the rights of individuals with disabilities while ensuring that the integrity
of service dog designations is upheld.

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines a service dog in training in California?

A service dog in training in California is defined as a dog that is being trained to perform tasks for an individual
with a disability. These tasks must be directly related to the person's disability.

Are service dogs in training allowed in public places in California?

Yes, service dogs in training are generally allowed in public places in California, but there are specific rules and
regulations that may apply depending on the location.

What are the requirements for a dog to be considered a service dog in
training in California?

To be considered a service dog in training, the dog must be under the control of a trainer or handler, and the
training must be for tasks that assist a person with a disability.

Do service dogs in training need to wear a vest or identification in
California?

While it is not legally required, it is highly recommended for service dogs in training to wear a vest or
identification to help indicate their status and reduce confusion in public spaces.

Can businesses refuse entry to service dogs in training in California?

Businesses may refuse entry to service dogs in training if they do not comply with specific training requirements
or if the dog poses a direct threat to health and safety.



What rights do handlers of service dogs in training have in California?

Handlers of service dogs in training have the right to access public spaces where dogs are typically allowed,
but they should be prepared to explain their status if questioned.

Is there a specific training program required for service dogs in training in
California?

There is no specific statewide training program mandated for service dogs in training in California, but the
training should be conducted by a qualified trainer and focus on tasks related to a disability.

What should someone do if they encounter issues with access for their
service dog in training?

If someone encounters access issues, they should first explain their rights under California law, and if problems
persist, they can file a complaint with the Department of Justice or seek legal advice.

Are emotional support animals considered service dogs in training in
California?

No, emotional support animals are not considered service dogs in training under California law, as they do not
perform specific tasks for individuals with disabilities.

What legal protections exist for service dogs in training in California?

Service dogs in training are protected under California law, which allows them access to public places, but
the extent of these protections can vary, so handlers should be informed about their rights.
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