CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAM MATH

CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL EXIT EXAM MATH HAS BEEN A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE IN
CALIFORNIA, DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT STUDENTS POSSESS THE NECESSARY SKILLS TO SUCCEED IN THE REAL WORLD AFTER
GRADUATION. THIS EXAM HAS UNDERGONE SEVERAL CHANGES AND HAS FACED CHALLENGES REGARDING ITS IMPLEMENTATION,
RELEVANCE, AND EFFECTIVENESS. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE HISTORY OF THE CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL ExIT
ExAM (CAHSEE), ITS MATHEMATICAL COMPONENTS, ITS SIGNIFICANCE, AND THE CURRENT STATE OF HIGH SCHOOL EXIT
ASSESSMENTS IN CALIFORNIA.

HisTorY ofF THE CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL ExIT ExAM

THe CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL ExIT EXAM WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1999 WITH THE INTENT TO HOLD STUDENTS ACCOUNTABLE
FOR THEIR LEARNING AND TO ENSURE THEY MET SPECIFIC ACADEMIC STANDARDS BEFORE GRADUATING. THE CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (CDE) DEVELOPED THE EXAM TO ASSESS STUDENTS' PROFICIENCY IN ESSENTIAL SUBJECTS,
PRIMARILY FOCUSING ON MATHEMATICS AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS.

INITS INITIAL YEARS, THE CAHSEE FACED CRITICISM CONCERNING EQUITY AND FAIRNESS, PARTICULARLY REGARDING ITS IMPACT
ON MINORITY STUDENTS AND THOSE WITH DISABILITIES. AS A RESULT, THE STATE MADE MODIFICATIONS TO THE EXAM
STRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS, AIMING TO PROVIDE RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS WHO STRUGGLED WITH THE MATERIAL.

CoMPONENTS OF THE MATH SECTION

THE MATHEMATICS PORTION OF THE CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHOOL EXIT EXAM PRIMARILY TESTS STUDENTS ON THEIR KNOWLEDGE
OF MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS THAT ARE EXPECTED TO BE MASTERED BY THE END OF 10TH GRADE. THE EXAM IS DESIGNED TO
COVER A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS, INCLUDING:

1. NUMBER SENSE

STUDENTS ARE ASSESSED ON THEIR ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND AND WORK WITH NUMBERS. KEY CONCEPTS INCLUDE:
- UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT TYPES OF NUMBERS (\X/HOLE NUMBERS, FRACTIONS, DECIMALS)

- PERFORMING OPERATIONS (ADDITION, SUBTRACTION, MULTIPLICATION, DIVISION)

- RECOGNIZING PATTERNS AND RELATIONSHIPS AMONG NUMBERS

2. ALGEBRA AND FUNCTIONS

THIS SECTION EVALUATES A STUDENT'S GRASP OF ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS, INCLUDING:
- SOLVING EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES

- UNDERSTANDING FUNCTIONS AND THEIR REPRESENTATIONS

- \WORKING WITH LINEAR EQUATIONS AND SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS

3. MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY

STUDENTS MUST DEMONSTRATE AN UNDERSTANDING OF GEOMETRIC CONCEPTS AND MEASUREMENT, INCLUDING:
- CALCULATING THE AREA AND PERIMETER OF VARIOUS SHAPES

- UNDERSTANDING PROPERTIES OF ANGLES AND TRIANGLES

- APPLYING THE PYTHAGOREAN THEOREM



4. STATISTICS, DATA ANALYSIS, AND PROBABILITY

STUDENTS ARE TESTED ON THEIR ABILITY TO INTERPRET DATA AND UNDERSTAND BASIC PRINCIPLES OF STATISTICS, INCLUDING:
- ANALYZING GRAPHS AND CHARTS

- CALCULATING MEASURES OF CENTRAL TENDENCY (MEAN, MEDIAN, MODE)

- UNDERSTANDING PROBABILITY AND ITS APPLICATIONS

SiGNIFICANCE oF THE CAHSEE MATH ExAM

THe CAHSEE WAS IMPLEMENTED WITH THE GOAL OF ENSURING THAT GRADUATING STUDENTS HAD THE FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS
NECESSARY TO PURSUE HIGHER EDUCATION OR ENTER THE WORKFORCE. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MATH PORTION OF THE EXAM
CAN BE VIEWED FROM SEVERAL PERSPECTIVES:

1. ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY

THe CAHSEE SERVES AS A TOOL FOR ACCOUNTABILITY, ENSURING THAT ALL STUDENTS MEET A CERTAIN LEVEL OF ACADEMIC
PROFICIENCY. THIS STANDARDIZATION IS DESIGNED TO GUARANTEE THAT A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA REPRESENTS A MINIMUM LEVEL
OF ACHIEVEMENT.

2. CoLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS

BY REQUIRING STUDENTS TO DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY IN MATH, THE CAHSEE AIMS TO PREPARE THEM FOR THE CHALLENGES
THEY WILL FACE IN COLLEGE AND IN THE JOB MARKET. THE MATH SKILLS TESTED ARE ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESS IN VARIOUS FIELDS,
INCLUDING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY , ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS (STEM).

3. IDENTIFYING GAPS IN EDUCATION

THE EXIT EXAM HELPS EDUCATORS IDENTIFY AREAS WHERE STUDENTS MAY BE STRUGGLING. BY ANALYZING TEST RESULTS,
SCHOOLS CAN ADJUST THEIR CURRICULA AND PROVIDE TARGETED SUPPORT TO HELP STUDENTS IMPROVE THEIR MATH SKILLS.

CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES

DESPITE ITS INTENTIONS, THE CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL ExIT EXAM HAS FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES
OVER THE YEARS:

1. EQUITY CONCERNS

CRITICS ARGUE THAT THE EXAM DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTS MINORITY STUDENTS AND THOSE FROM LOW -INCOME
BACKGROUNDS. MANY STUDENTS WHO STRUGGLE WITH THE EXAM MAY NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THE SAME EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCES AS THEIR PEERS, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT FAIRNESS AND EQUITY.

2. IMPACT oN GRADUATION RATES

IN 2015, THE CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE SUSPENDED THE CAHSEE REQUIREMENT, CITING CONCERNS THAT THE EXAM
WAS CONTRIBUTING TO LOWER GRADUATION RATES. STUDENTS WHO HAD MET ALL OTHER GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS BUT
FAILED THE EXIT EXAM WERE DENIED DIPLOMAS, LEADING TO INCREASED DROPOUT RATES.



3. SHIFT To NEw ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS

IN RECENT YEARS, CALIFORNIA HAS SHIFTED TOWARDS A NEW ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM THAT INCLUDES THE CALIFORNIA
ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND ProGRESS (CAASPP). THe CAASPP ASSESSMENTS ARE DESIGNED TO PROVIDE
A MORE COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION OF STUDENT LEARNING AND GROWTH.

CURRENT STATE oF HiIGH ScHooL ExIT ASSESSMENTS

As ofF 2023, THe CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL EXIT EXAM IS NO LONGER A REQUIREMENT FOR GRADUATION. INSTEAD, THE STATE
HAS IMPLEMENTED ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENTS AND ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES THAT FOCUS ON OVERALL STUDENT GROWTH
AND LEARNING. THESE CHANGES REFLECT A BROADER TREND IN EDUCATION TOWARDS MORE HOLISTIC APPROACHES TO STUDENT
EVALUATION.

1. CALIFORNIA ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND ProGress (CAASPP)

THe CAASPP SYSTEM INCLUDES ASSESSMENTS THAT MEASURE STUDENT PERFORMANCE IN VARIOUS SUBJECTS, INCLUDING MATH
AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS. THESE ASSESSMENTS ARE DESIGNED TO EVALUATE CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING
SKILLS, ALIGNING CLOSELY WITH THE DEMANDS OF COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS.

2. CALIFORNIA DASHBOARD

THE CALIFORNIA DASHBOARD IS A NEW ACCOUNTABILITY TOOL THAT PROVIDES A MORE COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF SCHOOL
PERFORMANCE, FOCUSING ON MULTIPLE MEASURES OF STUDENT SUCCESS, INCLUDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, GRADUATION
RATES, AND COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS.

3. SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

W/ ITH THE SUSPENSION OF THE CAHSEE, CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS ARE NOW FOCUSING ON PROVIDING ADDITIONAL SUPPORT AND
RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO STRUGGLE IN MATH. PROGRAMS SUCH AS TUTORING, SUMMER SCHOOL,
AND INTERVENTION COURSES ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED TO HELP STUDENTS SUCCEED ACADEMICALLY.

CoNCLUSION

THe CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL EXIT EXAM MATH COMPONENT HAS PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE EDUCATIONAL
LANDSCAPE IN CALIFORNIA. WHILE IT AIMED TO ENSURE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY AND READINESS FOR LIFE AFTER HIGH
SCHOOL, IT ALSO FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS. THE TRANSITION TO ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS
MARKS A NEW CHAPTER IN CALIFORNIA'S EDUCATIONAL APPROACH, EMPHASIZING A MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF
STUDENT LEARNING AND GROWTH. AS THE STATE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE ITS ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES, THE FOCUS REMAINS ON
EQUIPPING STUDENTS WITH THE SKILLS THEY NEED TO SUCCEED IN COLLEGE, CAREERS, AND BEYOND.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE CALIFORNIA HiIGH ScHooL ExiT ExaM (CAHSEE) IN RELATION TO MATH
REQUIREMENTS?

THe CAHSEE WAS DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT STUDENTS GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL IN CALIFORNIA POSSESS A BASIC
LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY IN MATHEMATICS AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS.



\WHEN WAS THE CALIFORNIA HIGH ScHooL EXIT EXAM FIRST IMPLEMENTED?

THe CAHSEE wAS FIRST IMPLEMENTED IN 2000 AND WAS REQUIRED FOR STUDENTS GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL IN
CALIFORNIA.

\WHAT TYPES OF MATH TOPICS ARE COVERED IN THE CAHSEE?

Tre CAHSEE COVERS BASIC ARITHMETIC, ALGEBRA, GEOMETRY, AND DATA ANALYSIS, FOCUSING ON SKILLS TYPICALLY
ACQUIRED BY THE END OF 8TH GRADE.

Is THE CAHSEE STILL A REQUIREMENT FOR GRADUATION?

No, THE CAHSEE wAS SUSPENDED IN 20 15, AND STUDENTS ARE NO LONGER REQUIRED TO PASS THIS EXAM TO GRADUATE
HIGH SCHOOL IN CALIFORNIA.

How CAN STUDENTS PREPARE FOR THE MATH PORTION oF THE CAHSEE?

STUDENTS CAN PREPARE BY REVIEWING MATH CONCEPTS LEARNED IN MIDDLE SCHOOL, TAKING PRACTICE TESTS, AND UTILIZING
STUDY GUIDES SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR THE CAHSEE.

W/HAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS STRUGGLING WITH CAHSEE MATH
TOPICS?

RESOURCES INCLUDE TUTORING PROGRAMS, ONLINE PRACTICE TESTS, MATH WORKSHOPS, AND STUDY GROUPS FACILITATED BY
TEACHERS OR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS.

\W/HAT IMPACT DID THE SUSPENSION oF THE CAHSEE HAVE ON STUDENTS?

THe suspensioN oF THE CAHSEE ALLOWED MANY STUDENTS TO GRADUATE WITHOUT PASSING A STANDARDIZED EXIT EXAM,
WHICH RELIEVED PRESSURE ON STUDENTS AND SCHOOLS BUT RAISED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS.

ARE THERE ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN CALIFORNIA
posT-CAHSEE?

Yes, CALIFORNIA HAS SHIFTED TOWARDS USING THE SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENT CONsORTIUM (SBAC) TESTS AND
OTHER ASSESSMENTS ALIGNED WITH THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS AS MEASURES OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.
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