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By Microsoft Official Academic Co Exam 70-640 Windows Server 2008 Active Directory Configuration
with Lab Set 1st Edition is a comprehensive resource designed for students and IT professionals
seeking to master Windows Server 2008 Active Directory. This exam and its accompanying lab set are
essential for anyone aiming to validate their skills in configuring, managing, and troubleshooting
Active Directory environments, which are fundamental components of enterprise networks. This
article will delve into the significance of this exam, its structure, preparation strategies, and the skills
it assesses.

Overview of Exam 70-640

The Microsoft Official Academic Co Exam 70-640 is part of the Microsoft Certified Technology
Specialist (MCTS) certification track. It focuses on Active Directory configuration and management
within a Windows Server 2008 environment. This exam measures candidates' abilities to configure,
implement, and maintain Active Directory, ensuring they can support the infrastructure of an
organization effectively.

Key Objectives of Exam 70-640

The exam tests a range of competencies, including:

1. Active Directory Fundamentals: Understanding the core components of Active Directory, including
domain controllers, forests, and organizational units.
2. User and Group Management: Creating, managing, and troubleshooting user accounts and groups.
3. Active Directory Replication: Configuring and monitoring replication between domain controllers.
4. Group Policy Objects (GPOs): Implementing and managing GPOs to control user and computer
settings.
5. Active Directory Security: Configuring security settings, including authentication and authorization
protocols.
6. Backup and Recovery: Planning for disaster recovery by backing up and restoring Active Directory.

Structure of the Exam

The 70-640 exam consists of multiple-choice questions, case studies, and simulation questions. The
simulation questions are particularly beneficial as they provide candidates with a hands-on
experience of working with Active Directory tools and configurations.



Types of Questions

- Multiple-Choice Questions: These questions test theoretical knowledge about Active Directory
concepts.
- Scenario-Based Questions: Candidates must apply their knowledge to real-world scenarios, requiring
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
- Simulations: These allow candidates to perform tasks using a simulated environment, closely
mimicking real-life Active Directory administration.

Preparing for Exam 70-640

Preparation for the by Microsoft Official Academic Co Exam 70-640 requires a strategic approach.
Here are some effective methods to prepare:

1. Study Materials

- Official Microsoft Press Books: The official books provide in-depth coverage of all exam topics.
- Online Courses: Platforms like Microsoft Learn, Pluralsight, and Udemy offer structured courses
tailored for the exam.
- Practice Tests: Utilize practice tests to familiarize yourself with the exam format and types of
questions.

2. Hands-On Practice

Setting up a lab environment is crucial for mastering Active Directory. Here’s how to create an
effective lab:

- Virtualization Software: Use tools like VMware or Hyper-V to create a virtual lab environment.
- Windows Server Installation: Install Windows Server 2008 and configure a domain controller.
- Active Directory Management Tools: Familiarize yourself with tools like Active Directory Users and
Computers (ADUC), Active Directory Sites and Services, and Group Policy Management Console
(GPMC).

3. Join Study Groups and Forums

Engaging with peers can enhance your understanding. Consider:

- Online Forums: Websites like TechNet and Reddit offer community support and discussions.
- Study Groups: Form study groups with fellow candidates to review material and share insights.



Key Concepts in Active Directory Configuration

Understanding the following key concepts is essential for success in the exam:

1. Active Directory Structure

Active Directory is organized hierarchically into several components:

- Forest: The top-level container in Active Directory. A forest can contain multiple domains.
- Domain: A logical grouping of objects that share the same Active Directory database.
- Organizational Units (OUs): Subdivisions within a domain used to organize users, groups, and
computers.

2. User and Group Management

Effective user management involves:

- Creating User Accounts: Use the Active Directory Users and Computers tool to create and manage
user accounts.
- Group Management: Understand the difference between security groups and distribution groups and
their respective uses.

3. Group Policy Objects (GPOs)

GPOs are critical for managing user and computer environments. Key points include:

- Creating and Linking GPOs: Learn how to create GPOs and link them to OUs or domains.
- GPO Inheritance: Understand how GPOs inherit settings and the impact of precedence.

4. Active Directory Replication

Replication ensures that all domain controllers have updated information. Focus on:

- Types of Replication: Familiarize yourself with both intrasite and intersite replication.
- Monitoring Replication: Use tools like Repadmin to troubleshoot and monitor replication issues.

5. Security in Active Directory

Security is paramount in Active Directory. Key areas to focus on include:

- Authentication Protocols: Understand Kerberos and NTLM authentication methods.



- Delegation of Control: Learn how to delegate administrative tasks securely.

Benefits of Completing Exam 70-640

Successfully passing the by Microsoft Official Academic Co Exam 70-640 provides numerous
advantages:

- Career Advancement: Earning the MCTS certification can lead to better job opportunities and higher
salaries.
- Skill Validation: The certification serves as proof of your technical skills in managing Active
Directory.
- Foundation for Further Certifications: This exam is a stepping stone to more advanced certifications,
such as MCITP and MCSE.

Conclusion

The Microsoft Official Academic Co Exam 70-640 Windows Server 2008 Active Directory Configuration
with Lab Set 1st Edition is a vital resource for anyone looking to establish a career in IT, particularly in
systems administration. By understanding the exam structure, preparing effectively, and mastering
key concepts, candidates can successfully demonstrate their expertise in Active Directory
management. The knowledge gained from this exam not only enhances individual skills but also
contributes to the overall success of IT departments and organizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the Microsoft Official Academic
Course Exam 70-640?
The primary focus of the Microsoft Official Academic Course Exam 70-640 is to validate skills related
to Windows Server 2008 Active Directory configuration, including installation, configuration, and
management of Active Directory Domain Services.

What are the key topics covered in the lab set for the 1st
edition of the exam preparation?
The key topics covered in the lab set include Active Directory installation, configuration of domain
controllers, managing users and groups, implementing Group Policy, and troubleshooting Active
Directory.

Who is the target audience for the Microsoft Official Academic



Course Exam 70-640?
The target audience includes students, educators, and IT professionals seeking to gain knowledge and
certification in Windows Server 2008 Active Directory management and related technologies.

How can the lab set enhance the learning experience for
candidates preparing for the exam?
The lab set provides hands-on experience through practical exercises, allowing candidates to apply
theoretical knowledge, develop troubleshooting skills, and gain familiarity with real-world scenarios.

What prerequisites should candidates consider before
attempting the 70-640 exam?
Candidates should have a basic understanding of Windows Server operating systems, networking
concepts, and some experience with Active Directory services to better prepare for the 70-640 exam.

Is the content of the 1st edition lab set still relevant for
current certification exams?
While the 1st edition lab set provides foundational knowledge, candidates should verify if there have
been updates or newer versions of the exam or materials, as technology and best practices evolve
rapidly.
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