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by michl shermer denying history who says the holocaust never happened and
why do they say it updated and expanded is a critical examination of Holocaust denial,
a form of historical negationism that falsely claims the Holocaust never occurred. This
article explores who propagates these denial theories, the motivations behind their claims,
and why such misinformation continues to persist despite overwhelming evidence. By
analyzing various denial arguments, the discussion sheds light on the tactics used to distort
historical facts and the social and psychological reasons driving these beliefs. Furthermore,
the piece addresses updated and expanded perspectives on Holocaust denial in the digital
age, where misinformation can spread more rapidly. Understanding these factors is
essential to combat Holocaust denial and preserve historical truth. The following sections
cover the origins of Holocaust denial, profiles of deniers, the arguments they present,
motivations behind denial, and contemporary challenges in addressing this dangerous
misinformation.

Origins of Holocaust Denial

Profiles of Holocaust Deniers

Common Arguments Made by Holocaust Deniers

Motivations Behind Holocaust Denial

Updated and Expanded Challenges in the Digital Age

Origins of Holocaust Denial
The phenomenon of Holocaust denial emerged shortly after World War II, as some
individuals and groups sought to minimize or outright reject the systematic genocide of six
million Jews by Nazi Germany. This denial originated from various sources, including former
Nazis attempting to evade responsibility, anti-Semitic ideologues, and political extremists.
By michl shermer denying history who says the holocaust never happened and why do they
say it updated and expanded include tracing these roots to understand how denial
narratives took shape and spread.



Post-War Revisionism
In the immediate aftermath of the war, some former Nazis and sympathizers began
publishing revisionist accounts that questioned the existence or scale of the Holocaust.
These accounts often distorted or selectively used evidence to cast doubt on established
facts. Early revisionists used pseudo-academic language to give their claims a veneer of
legitimacy, seeking to rewrite history and rehabilitate the Nazi regime's image.

Political and Ideological Foundations
Holocaust denial became intertwined with broader political movements, including neo-
Nazism, white supremacism, and anti-Semitism. Denial served as a tool to promote hateful
ideologies by negating the suffering of Jewish victims and undermining the moral
condemnation of Nazi crimes. This political foundation helped cement Holocaust denial as a
component of extremist propaganda.

Profiles of Holocaust Deniers
Understanding who says the Holocaust never happened involves examining the profiles and
backgrounds of prominent deniers. These individuals often share certain characteristics,
including extremist ideological affiliations, a lack of credible historical training, and
motivations rooted in prejudice or political agendas. By michl shermer denying history who
says the holocaust never happened and why do they say it updated and expanded includes
identifying these profiles to better understand the denial movement.

Notorious Holocaust Deniers
Some well-known figures have gained notoriety for promoting Holocaust denial. These
include writers, activists, and pseudo-historians who have produced books, documentaries,
and speeches advocating denial theories. Their work is largely discredited by mainstream
historians but can still influence certain audiences.

Groups and Organizations
Holocaust denial is often propagated by organized groups that promote revisionist history
as part of a broader extremist agenda. These groups use denial as a rallying point and a
means to recruit followers. They often operate through websites, social media, and public
events to disseminate their views.

Common Arguments Made by Holocaust Deniers
Holocaust deniers employ a variety of misleading and false arguments to support their
claims. These arguments attempt to cast doubt on the existence, scale, and mechanisms of
the Holocaust. By michl shermer denying history who says the holocaust never happened



and why do they say it updated and expanded involves dissecting these claims to expose
their fallacies.

Denial of Gas Chambers
A central denial argument is that gas chambers were not used for mass extermination.
Deniers claim that alleged gas chambers were either fabricated or served other purposes,
ignoring extensive physical, testimonial, and documentary evidence proving their use in
systematic murder.

Questioning Victim Numbers
Deniers often argue that the number of Jewish victims has been exaggerated. They attempt
to revise demographic data and misuse statistics to minimize the scale of the genocide.
This tactic aims to undermine the accepted historical consensus on the Holocaust's
magnitude.

Allegations of Forged Evidence
Some deniers claim that key evidence, including photographs, documents, and eyewitness
testimonies, are fabrications or propaganda. This wholesale rejection of evidence
disregards the vast archival records and survivor accounts corroborated by international
research.

Claims of no official Nazi order for extermination

Assertions that deaths were due to disease or war conditions, not systematic killing

Arguments that Holocaust documentation was manipulated post-war

Motivations Behind Holocaust Denial
The reasons why individuals or groups deny the Holocaust are complex and multifaceted.
Understanding these motivations is crucial for addressing and countering denial effectively.
By michl shermer denying history who says the holocaust never happened and why do they
say it updated and expanded helps clarify these underlying drivers.

Anti-Semitism and Hate
At its core, Holocaust denial is often rooted in anti-Semitic beliefs. Denying the Holocaust
serves to delegitimize Jewish suffering and history, feeding into broader campaigns of
hatred and discrimination.



Political Extremism
Denial is frequently employed by far-right extremists to promote nationalist, racist, or
fascist ideologies. It serves as a tool to rehabilitate discredited regimes and incite division
within societies.

Mistrust of Authority and Historical Narratives
Some deniers are motivated by a general skepticism toward official histories and
government narratives. This distrust can be manipulated by denial proponents to spread
conspiracy theories and misinformation.

Psychological Factors
Psychological needs such as identity affirmation, belonging to a group, or contrarianism can
contribute to the acceptance of denial theories despite overwhelming evidence.

Updated and Expanded Challenges in the Digital
Age
The spread of Holocaust denial has evolved with technology, creating new challenges for
education and historical preservation. Digital platforms allow denial content to reach wider
audiences, complicating efforts to combat misinformation. By michl shermer denying
history who says the holocaust never happened and why do they say it updated and
expanded examines these contemporary issues.

The Role of Social Media
Social media platforms facilitate rapid dissemination of denial content, often circumventing
traditional gatekeepers of information. Algorithms can inadvertently amplify such content
by promoting engaging or controversial material, increasing its visibility.

Combating Digital Misinformation
Efforts to counter Holocaust denial online include fact-checking initiatives, educational
campaigns, and platform policies aimed at reducing hate speech. However, balancing free
speech with the need to prevent harmful misinformation remains a complex issue.

Educational Initiatives
Expanding Holocaust education in schools and public programs is essential to inoculate
younger generations against denial narratives. Utilizing digital media for accurate historical



content helps reach audiences vulnerable to online misinformation.

Increased monitoring of online denial content1.

Partnerships between historians, educators, and technology companies2.

Promotion of critical thinking skills among internet users3.

Support for survivor testimonies and archival projects4.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Michael Shermer and what is his stance on
Holocaust denial?
Michael Shermer is a science writer, historian of science, and founder of The Skeptics
Society. He strongly opposes Holocaust denial and promotes historical accuracy by
debunking claims that the Holocaust never happened.

What are the main arguments used by Holocaust
deniers that Michael Shermer addresses?
Holocaust deniers often claim that the number of Jewish victims is exaggerated, that gas
chambers did not exist, or that there is a conspiracy to fabricate the Holocaust narrative.
Michael Shermer addresses these falsehoods by presenting extensive historical evidence
and survivor testimonies.

Why do some people deny the Holocaust despite
overwhelming evidence?
Holocaust denial is often motivated by anti-Semitism, political agendas, or attempts to
rewrite history. Some deny the Holocaust to minimize Nazi crimes or promote extremist
ideologies. Shermer explores these psychological and social reasons in his work.

How does Michael Shermer update and expand his work
on Holocaust denial?
Shermer updates and expands his work by incorporating new research findings, recent
scholarship, and ongoing discussions about Holocaust denial. He also addresses emerging
denial tactics and reinforces the importance of critical thinking and evidence-based history.



Why is it important to challenge Holocaust denial
according to Michael Shermer?
According to Michael Shermer, challenging Holocaust denial is crucial to preserving
historical truth, honoring victims, and combating hate and misinformation. Denial
undermines education and fuels bigotry, making vigilance and accurate historical
scholarship essential.

Additional Resources
1. Denial: History on Trial by Michael Shermer and Alex Grobman
This book addresses the phenomenon of Holocaust denial by examining the psychological
and sociological reasons behind why some people reject established historical facts.
Shermer and Grobman provide detailed evidence debunking denial claims, emphasizing the
importance of critical thinking and historical documentation. It serves as a comprehensive
rebuttal to Holocaust denial and a call to preserve the truth of history.

2. Why People Believe Weird Things: Pseudoscience, Superstition, and Other Confusions of
Our Time by Michael Shermer
Shermer explores the cognitive biases and social factors that lead individuals to believe in
conspiracy theories and historical denials, including Holocaust denial. The book delves into
the human tendency to reject inconvenient truths and highlights how critical thinking can
combat misinformation. It provides context for understanding denial in a broader
framework of belief and skepticism.

3. History on Trial: My Day in Court with a Holocaust Denier by Deborah Lipstadt
This memoir recounts Lipstadt’s legal battle against David Irving, a noted Holocaust denier,
emphasizing the importance of defending historical truth in court. It offers insight into the
legal and historical challenges posed by denial and the strategies used to counteract it. The
book underscores the necessity of confronting denial to preserve historical memory.

4. The Holocaust: The Origins, Events, and Aftermath by Laura Lee
This comprehensive overview covers the historical facts of the Holocaust, dismantling
myths and denial claims with well-documented evidence. It serves as an educational
resource to understand the events and consequences of the Holocaust. The book reinforces
the factual basis that denial attempts to undermine.

5. Confronting Holocaust Denial: A Guide to Debunking Denial Arguments by Richard J.
Evans
By analyzing common denial arguments, Evans equips readers with factual counterpoints
and historical documentation. The book is a practical handbook for educators, students, and
researchers committed to combating Holocaust denial. It emphasizes the rigor of historical
methodology in preserving truth.

6. The Holocaust Encyclopedia edited by Walter Laqueur
This authoritative reference work provides detailed entries on all aspects of the Holocaust,
including the efforts to deny it. It offers a wealth of primary sources, photographs, and
scholarly articles that affirm the historical reality of the Holocaust. The encyclopedia is a
vital tool for those seeking to understand or refute denial narratives.



7. Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945 by Tony Judt
Judt’s expansive history of postwar Europe includes examination of how Holocaust denial
has impacted European memory and politics. The book contextualizes denial within broader
socio-political trends and the struggle for historical justice. It is essential reading for
understanding the ongoing effects of denial on society.

8. Holocaust Denial: The Politics of Perfidy by Deborah E. Lipstadt
Lipstadt explores the motivations behind denial and the political implications of attempting
to rewrite Holocaust history. The book critically examines the tactics used by deniers and
the importance of legal and educational responses. It highlights denial as a form of
ideological extremism.

9. Why Do They Say That? Understanding and Responding to Holocaust Denial by Michael
Shermer (Updated and Expanded Edition)
This updated edition delves deeper into the reasons behind Holocaust denial, including
psychological, ideological, and cultural factors. Shermer offers new insights and responses
to modern denial tactics, emphasizing the ongoing need to defend historical truth. The book
is both a scholarly and accessible resource for combating denial in contemporary contexts.
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