butterfly pavilion natural history
museum

Butterfly Pavilion Natural History Museum is one of the most enchanting destinations
for nature enthusiasts and families alike. Nestled in Westminster, Colorado, this unique
museum offers a captivating experience that combines education, conservation, and the
mesmerizing beauty of butterflies and other invertebrates. With its interactive exhibits,
live displays, and commitment to environmental sustainability, the Butterfly Pavilion
serves as a gateway to understanding the delicate ecosystems that support these
remarkable creatures and the roles they play in our environment.

Overview of the Butterfly Pavilion

Founded in 1995, the Butterfly Pavilion is a nonprofit organization dedicated to fostering a
deeper appreciation for invertebrates and promoting conservation efforts. It was the first
stand-alone non-profit butterfly house in the United States and has since become a
landmark for educational programs, research, and community engagement. The Pavilion's
mission is to inspire curiosity and promote understanding of the natural world through
hands-on experiences and innovative exhibits.

Location and Accessibility

The Butterfly Pavilion is located in the heart of Westminster, easily accessible from major
highways and public transportation. The facility encompasses 7.5 acres, featuring lush
gardens, indoor exhibits, and outdoor spaces that allow visitors to engage with nature. The
museum is designed to be family-friendly, with amenities such as stroller accessibility,
restrooms, and a gift shop offering educational resources and souvenirs.

Exhibits and Attractions

One of the highlights of the Butterfly Pavilion is the diverse range of exhibits that
showcase the beauty and complexity of invertebrate life. Here are some key attractions:

1. Wings of the Tropics

This stunning indoor butterfly conservatory is home to over 1,600 butterflies representing
more than 50 species from around the world. Visitors walk through a lush, tropical
environment filled with exotic plants, waterfalls, and vibrant butterflies fluttering around.
The experience is enhanced by the presence of free-flying butterflies, allowing for an
intimate interaction with these delicate creatures.



2. The Crawl Space

The Crawl Space is an engaging exhibit that introduces visitors to the world of
invertebrates beyond butterflies. This area features live displays of spiders, insects, and
other arthropods, providing insights into their habitats, behaviors, and ecological roles.
Guests can observe critters like tarantulas, stick insects, and leafcutter ants up close,
fostering a greater appreciation for these often-misunderstood animals.

3. The Butterfly Pavilion's Gardens

The outdoor gardens are a vital part of the Pavilion's ecosystem, showcasing native plants
that support local pollinators. These gardens are designed to educate visitors about the
importance of plant diversity and conservation. Seasonal blooms attract not only
butterflies but also bees, hummingbirds, and other pollinators, creating a vibrant
atmosphere.

4. Interactive Learning Stations

Throughout the Pavilion, visitors will find interactive learning stations that provide
educational content about butterfly life cycles, migration patterns, and conservation
efforts. These hands-on experiences are designed to engage guests of all ages, making
learning fun and accessible.

Educational Programs and Events

The Butterfly Pavilion offers a variety of educational programs aimed at schools, families,
and community groups. These programs are designed to enrich the understanding of
biodiversity and the importance of conservation.

1. School Programs

The Pavilion hosts field trips for school groups, providing curriculum-based learning
experiences that align with state education standards. Students can participate in guided
tours, workshops, and hands-on activities that deepen their understanding of biology,
ecology, and conservation.

2. Family Programs

Family-oriented programs are held throughout the year, including themed events,
seasonal festivals, and special workshops. These programs encourage families to explore



nature together and foster a love for learning and conservation.

3. Community Events

The Butterfly Pavilion frequently hosts community events, including “Butterfly Releases,”
where visitors can participate in releasing newly metamorphosed butterflies into the
garden. These events help raise awareness about the importance of butterfly conservation
and the challenges they face in the wild.

Conservation Efforts

The Butterfly Pavilion is committed to conservation, both locally and globally. The
organization works to raise awareness about the threats facing butterflies and other
invertebrates due to habitat loss, climate change, and pesticide use.

1. Habitat Restoration

The Pavilion participates in habitat restoration projects aimed at creating and preserving
butterfly habitats in the local community. This involves planting native species, removing
invasive plants, and educating the public about the importance of maintaining healthy
ecosystems.

2. Research and Collaboration

To further its conservation efforts, the Butterfly Pavilion collaborates with universities,
conservation organizations, and other institutions on research projects focusing on
butterfly populations and their ecosystems. This research helps inform best practices for
conservation and habitat management.

3. Advocacy and Education

The Pavilion actively advocates for policies that protect butterflies and their habitats.
Through community outreach and educational programs, they raise awareness about the
importance of pollinators and the critical roles they play in our ecosystems.

Visitor Information

Planning a visit to the Butterfly Pavilion is a straightforward and enjoyable experience.
Here’s what you need to know:



1. Hours and Admission

- Hours of Operation: The Butterfly Pavilion is typically open from 9 AM to 5 PM, with
extended summer hours. It is advisable to check the official website for any seasonal
changes or special events.

- Admission Fees: Admission fees vary based on age, with discounts available for children,
seniors, and military personnel. Members of the Pavilion enjoy free admission and
exclusive access to events.

2. Special Tips for Visitors

- Dress Comfortably: Visitors are encouraged to wear comfortable clothing and shoes, as
they will be walking through gardens and exhibits.

- Photography: Photography is allowed, but flash photography is discouraged to ensure the
well-being of the butterflies.

- Plan Ahead: To make the most of your visit, consider checking the calendar for any
special events or educational programs occurring during your visit.

Conclusion

The Butterfly Pavilion Natural History Museum is more than just a place to see beautiful
butterflies; it is a hub of education, conservation, and community engagement. Its
commitment to fostering a love for nature and understanding the importance of
biodiversity makes it a vital resource for visitors of all ages. Whether you are a local
resident or a tourist exploring Colorado, a visit to the Butterfly Pavilion is sure to be an
unforgettable experience filled with wonder, discovery, and inspiration. Through its
engaging exhibits, educational programs, and conservation efforts, the Butterfly Pavilion
continues to play a crucial role in promoting awareness and appreciation for the natural
world, ensuring that future generations can enjoy the beauty and diversity of butterflies
and their ecosystems.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Butterfly Pavilion Natural History Museum
known for?

The Butterfly Pavilion Natural History Museum is known for its immersive butterfly
conservatory, where visitors can observe and interact with hundreds of live butterflies in a
tropical environment.

What are the operating hours for the Butterfly Pavilion?

The Butterfly Pavilion typically operates from 9 AM to 5 PM, but hours may vary on



holidays and special events. It's best to check their official website for the most current
hours.

Are there any special exhibits at the Butterfly Pavilion?

Yes, the Butterfly Pavilion often features special exhibits that focus on different aspects of
natural history, including seasonal butterfly species, insect biodiversity, and conservation
efforts.

Is the Butterfly Pavilion suitable for children?

Absolutely! The Butterfly Pavilion is designed to be family-friendly and includes
educational programs and interactive exhibits that are engaging for children of all ages.

Can visitors participate in butterfly releases at the
Butterfly Pavilion?

Yes, the Butterfly Pavilion offers scheduled butterfly release events where visitors can
release newly emerged butterflies into the conservatory, providing a unique and
memorable experience.

What safety measures are in place at the Butterfly
Pavilion?

The Butterfly Pavilion follows health and safety guidelines, including regular sanitation of
exhibits, reduced capacity for social distancing, and mask requirements as needed.
Visitors are encouraged to check for updates before their visit.

How can I become a member of the Butterfly Pavilion?

Visitors can become members of the Butterfly Pavilion by purchasing a membership on
their official website, which includes benefits like free admission, discounts, and exclusive
event invitations.

What types of butterflies can be seen at the Butterfly
Pavilion?

The Butterfly Pavilion showcases a diverse range of butterfly species from around the
world, including Monarchs, Swallowtails, and many tropical varieties that thrive in the
conservatory's climate.
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