
buried onions by gary soto

Buried onions is a poignant coming-of-age novella by Gary Soto that captures the struggles of a young

Mexican-American boy navigating the complexities of life in a challenging environment. Soto, through

his vivid storytelling and relatable characters, explores themes of family, identity, and the harsh

realities of urban life. This article delves into the various aspects of "Buried Onions," examining its

themes, characters, and the socio-cultural context that shapes the narrative.

Overview of the Novella

"Buried Onions" is set in the backdrop of Fresno, California, where the protagonist, Eddie, grapples

with his identity and the circumstances surrounding him. The story unfolds as Eddie navigates the

challenges of adolescence, including peer pressure, family expectations, and the quest for self-

discovery. The novella is characterized by its rich imagery and emotional depth, providing readers with

a glimpse into the life of a young boy caught between two worlds—his Mexican heritage and the

American culture surrounding him.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Buried Onions" revolves around Eddie’s experiences following the death of his cousin,

which serves as a catalyst for his introspection and growth. The narrative begins with Eddie feeling lost

and disillusioned, struggling to find purpose in a world that seems unforgiving. Key events in the

novella include:

1. Death of Eddie’s Cousin: The story opens with Eddie mourning the violent death of his cousin,

which sets a dark tone and emphasizes the dangers of their environment.

2. Struggles with Identity: Eddie grapples with his identity as a Mexican-American, feeling the weight of



cultural expectations while trying to fit into American society.

3. Family Dynamics: Throughout the novella, Eddie’s relationship with his family, particularly his

mother and father, illustrates the complexities of familial ties in the face of adversity.

4. Friendships and Betrayals: Eddie’s friendships, especially with his childhood friends, highlight the

themes of loyalty and betrayal as they navigate their own challenges.

The plot weaves together these themes, showcasing Eddie’s journey from a state of despair to a

realization of his own strength and resilience.

Character Analysis

Gary Soto presents a cast of characters that are both relatable and complex, each contributing to

Eddie’s development throughout the novella.

Eddie

Eddie is the protagonist whose inner turmoil and growth drive the narrative. He is depicted as:

- Conflicted: Eddie often feels torn between the expectations of his family and his desire to forge his

own path.

- Courageous: Despite facing numerous challenges, Eddie shows resilience and a determination to

overcome his circumstances.

- Introspective: Throughout the novella, Eddie reflects on his experiences, which allows him to grow

and develop a deeper understanding of himself and his surroundings.

Supporting Characters



Several supporting characters play crucial roles in Eddie’s story, each representing different aspects of

the environment that shapes his life:

1. Eddie’s Mother: A strong but struggling figure, she embodies the immigrant experience and the

sacrifices made for her children.

2. Eddie’s Father: Often absent, his character highlights the impact of parental figures on the lives of

young men and the societal expectations placed upon them.

3. Friends and Peers: Characters like his friends, who oscillate between loyalty and betrayal, depict the

complexities of adolescent relationships in a challenging socio-economic landscape.

Themes in Buried Onions

"Buried Onions" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers, particularly those familiar with

the struggles of immigrant communities and urban life.

Identity and Belonging

One of the central themes of the novella is the quest for identity. Eddie’s journey reflects the struggles

of many young people who feel caught between two cultures. The exploration of:

- Cultural Heritage: Eddie’s Mexican roots play a significant role in shaping his identity, creating a

sense of belonging while also presenting challenges.

- American Society: The pressures of fitting into American culture often clash with Eddie’s traditional

upbringing, leading to internal conflict.

Violence and Loss



The backdrop of violence permeates the novella, serving as a constant reminder of the harsh realities

faced by Eddie and his community. This theme includes:

- Impact of Crime: The death of Eddie’s cousin illustrates the pervasive violence in their neighborhood,

affecting the psyche of its inhabitants.

- Coping with Loss: Eddie’s journey through grief highlights the importance of processing loss and the

impact it has on personal growth.

Family and Community

Family dynamics are crucial to Eddie’s understanding of himself and his world. The novella

emphasizes:

- Importance of Family: Eddie’s relationship with his mother and father reflects the sacrifices made by

immigrant families and the struggles to maintain cultural ties.

- Community Ties: The portrayal of Eddie’s friends and neighbors illustrates the interconnectedness of

their lives and the shared experiences that bind them together.

Writing Style and Literary Devices

Gary Soto’s writing in "Buried Onions" is characterized by its vivid imagery and emotional depth,

employing various literary devices to enhance the narrative.

Imagery

Soto uses rich imagery to paint a vivid picture of Eddie’s world, allowing readers to immerse

themselves in the setting. Descriptive passages about Fresno’s landscape, the food, and the people



create a strong sense of place, making the experiences feel tangible.

Symbolism

Throughout the novella, Soto incorporates symbolism to convey deeper meanings:

- Onions: The titular "buried onions" symbolize the layers of life and identity that Eddie must peel back

to understand himself and his circumstances.

- Death: The recurring motif of death serves as a reminder of the fragility of life and the impact of

violence on personal and community levels.

Dialogue

The dialogue in "Buried Onions" is authentic and reflects the cultural nuances of the characters, adding

depth to their relationships and enhancing the realism of the narrative.

Conclusion

In conclusion, buried onions by Gary Soto is a powerful exploration of identity, family, and the

struggles of urban life through the eyes of a young Mexican-American boy. The novella offers a rich

tapestry of themes that resonate with readers from various backgrounds, making it a significant

contribution to contemporary literature. Soto’s masterful storytelling, combined with his ability to create

relatable characters, allows readers to connect with Eddie’s journey on a profound level. As Eddie

unearths the layers of his identity and confronts the realities of his environment, readers are left with a

sense of hope and resilience, underscoring the importance of understanding one’s roots while

navigating the complexities of life.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Buried Onions'?

The main theme of 'Buried Onions' is the struggle for identity and the impact of urban violence on

youth, particularly in the context of the Latino experience in America.

Who is the protagonist of 'Buried Onions'?

The protagonist of 'Buried Onions' is Eddie, a young Mexican-American man who navigates life in a

challenging neighborhood in Fresno, California.

How does Gary Soto use symbolism in 'Buried Onions'?

Gary Soto uses symbolism, particularly the image of onions, to represent layers of pain, loss, and the

complexity of life in a community affected by violence and poverty.

What role does family play in 'Buried Onions'?

Family plays a crucial role in 'Buried Onions', as Eddie's relationships with his family members

highlight the struggles and support systems that shape his identity and choices.

How does the setting influence the story in 'Buried Onions'?

The setting in Fresno, California, serves as a backdrop that reflects the socio-economic challenges

and cultural dynamics faced by Eddie and his community, influencing their actions and outlook on life.

What challenges does Eddie face throughout 'Buried Onions'?

Eddie faces numerous challenges, including grief from losing friends to violence, the pressure to

conform to gang culture, and the struggle to find his place in a harsh environment.



What is the significance of the title 'Buried Onions'?

The title 'Buried Onions' signifies the hidden layers of emotion and experience that characters endure,

as well as the bitterness and tears often associated with the realities of their lives.

Can 'Buried Onions' be classified as a coming-of-age story?

Yes, 'Buried Onions' can be classified as a coming-of-age story, as it explores Eddie's journey toward

self-discovery and maturity amidst the challenges of his environment.

What literary techniques does Gary Soto employ in 'Buried Onions'?

Gary Soto employs techniques such as vivid imagery, symbolism, and a first-person narrative to create

an intimate connection between Eddie's experiences and the reader.

How does 'Buried Onions' address the theme of violence?

'Buried Onions' addresses the theme of violence by depicting its pervasive influence on the lives of the

characters, illustrating how it shapes their decisions, relationships, and futures.
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