buried my heart at wounded knee

Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee is a seminal work by historian Dee Brown,
published in 1970. This book provides a detailed account of the systematic displacement
and destruction faced by Native American tribes in the United States during the late 19th
century. Through compelling narratives and historical documentation, Brown sheds light
on the often-ignored perspective of Native Americans during this tumultuous period in
American history. The book has since become a crucial text for understanding the
complexities of Native American history and the injustices they faced.

Overview of the Book

"Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee" is structured around the stories of various Native
American tribes and leaders, illustrating their struggles against the encroachment of
European settlers and the U.S. government. The book is not just a historical account; it is
a poignant narrative that captures the emotional and psychological toll of these events on
Native Americans.

Key Themes

The book delves into several key themes that are pivotal in understanding the broader
narrative of Native American history:

¢ Colonialism: The book illustrates the impact of colonialism on Native American
tribes, highlighting the loss of land, culture, and autonomy.

e Resistance: Many tribes resisted the encroachment of settlers, and their stories of
bravery and resilience are central to the narrative.

e Historical Injustice: Brown emphasizes the injustices faced by Native Americans,
including broken treaties and violent confrontations.

¢ Identity and Culture: The book discusses the importance of preserving Native
American identity and culture in the face of overwhelming odds.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate "Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee," it is essential to understand the
historical context in which it was written. The late 19th century was a period marked by
rapid expansion of the United States westward, driven by the belief in Manifest Destiny.



This ideology held that it was the nation's divine right to expand its territory across North
America, often at the expense of Native American tribes.

The Impact of Westward Expansion

The westward expansion had devastating effects on Native American populations,
including:

1. Forced Relocation: Numerous tribes were forcibly removed from their ancestral
lands, often through violent means.

2. Broken Treaties: The U.S. government repeatedly violated treaties that had been
established to protect Native lands and rights.

3. Loss of Life: Many tribes faced significant loss of life due to violence, disease, and
starvation as their resources were depleted.

4. Cultural Erosion: The imposition of European-American values and lifestyles led to
the erosion of Native cultures and traditions.

Key Events Covered in the Book

"Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee" covers several pivotal events that shaped the
relationship between Native Americans and the U.S. government. Some of these events
include:

The Sand Creek Massacre

In 1864, a peaceful village of Cheyenne and Arapaho was attacked by Colorado U.S.
Volunteer Cavalry. The massacre resulted in the brutal killing of approximately 150 Native
Americans, including women and children. This event marked a significant escalation in
the violence against Native tribes.

The Battle of Little Bighorn

In 1876, General George Custer and his troops were defeated by a coalition of Lakota,
Cheyenne, and Arapaho warriors. This battle is one of the most famous confrontations in
U.S. history and is often seen as a symbolic victory for Native Americans against U.S.
military forces.



The Wounded Knee Massacre

The book's title refers to the tragic events at Wounded Knee Creek in 1890, where U.S.
troops killed hundreds of Lakota Sioux during a confrontation. This massacre is often seen
as the end of the Indian Wars and a grim symbol of the U.S. government's policies toward
Native Americans.

Impact and Legacy

"Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee" quickly gained acclaim for its honest portrayal of
Native American history and its challenge to the dominant narratives of American
exceptionalism. The book played a crucial role in raising awareness about the plight of
Native Americans and highlighted the importance of acknowledging historical injustices.

Influence on Native American Rights Movements

The publication of Brown's work coincided with a growing interest in Native American
rights and sovereignty. The book inspired a new generation of activists and scholars to
advocate for the recognition of Native American history, rights, and cultural heritage.

Cultural Relevance Today

Today, "Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee" remains a vital resource for understanding
the complexities of Native American history. It is frequently referenced in educational
settings and continues to influence discussions around Indigenous rights, reparations, and
cultural preservation.

Critical Reception

While the book has been praised for its thorough research and emotional depth, it has also
faced criticism. Some critics argue that Brown's narrative may oversimplify the
complexities of Native American tribes and their diverse experiences. Others contend that
the book focuses heavily on certain tribes, like the Lakota, at the expense of others.
Nonetheless, its impact on historical scholarship and public consciousness cannot be
overstated.

Conclusion

"Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee" is more than just a historical account; it is a powerful
testament to the resilience of Native American tribes in the face of insurmountable odds.



Dee Brown's work encourages readers to confront the uncomfortable truths of American
history and to acknowledge the ongoing impact of colonialism on Indigenous peoples. By
giving voice to those who have been marginalized, Brown's book serves as a crucial
reminder of the need for justice, reconciliation, and understanding in the pursuit of a more
equitable future for all.

In sum, "Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee" is essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand the complexities of Native American history and the ongoing struggles for
rights and recognition. Its relevance continues to resonate in contemporary discussions of
social justice, making it a timeless work that challenges us to reflect on our collective past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Buried My Heart at
Wounded Knee'?

The main theme of 'Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee' is the systematic displacement
and destruction of Native American cultures and tribes in the United States during the
late 19th century.

Who is the author of 'Buried My Heart at Wounded
Knee'?

The author of 'Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee' is Dee Brown.

What historical events are covered in 'Buried My Heart
at Wounded Knee'?

The book covers several key events, including the Sand Creek Massacre, the Battle of
Little Bighorn, and the Wounded Knee Massacre, among others.

How does Dee Brown present the perspective of Native
Americans in the book?

Dee Brown presents the perspective of Native Americans through first-hand accounts,
historical documents, and narratives that highlight their struggles, resistance, and
resilience against U.S. expansionism.

What impact did 'Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee'
have on public awareness of Native American history?

The book significantly raised public awareness and understanding of Native American
history and injustices, becoming a pivotal work in Native American studies and history.



In what year was 'Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee'
published?

The book was published in 1970.

What narrative style does Dee Brown use in '‘Buried My
Heart at Wounded Knee'?

Dee Brown employs a non-fiction narrative style that combines historical facts with
personal stories and accounts from various Native American leaders and tribes.

What is the significance of the title 'Buried My Heart at
Wounded Knee'?

The title signifies the deep sorrow and trauma experienced by the Native American
people, particularly in relation to the Wounded Knee Massacre, which symbolizes the loss
of their land, culture, and lives.

Has 'Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee' been adapted
into any other media?

Yes, 'Buried My Heart at Wounded Knee' was adapted into an HBO film in 2007, which
further popularized the book's themes and stories.
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