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BSSM Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry is an innovative ministry training program located in Redding,
California, designed to equip individuals for a life of supernatural ministry. Founded by Bill Johnson and the
Bethel Church in 1998, BSSM has gained international recognition for its unique approach to spiritual
training, focusing on the empowerment of individuals to live out the miraculous in their everyday lives. This
article delves into the history, curriculum, culture, and impact of BSSM, providing a comprehensive overview
of what prospective students and interested parties can expect.

History of BSSM

BSSM originated from the vision of Bethel Church, which has been a significant force in the charismatic
movement. The church’s emphasis on the supernatural and experiential aspects of Christianity created a fertile
ground for a ministry school that would train believers to operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

1. Founding Year: Established in 1998, BSSM started with a small group of students and has since grown into
a global phenomenon.
2. Growth and Expansion: Over the years, the school has expanded its reach, now attracting students from
around the world. The program has also developed extension campuses and online training options to
accommodate the growing interest in supernatural ministry training.

Curriculum Overview

The curriculum at BSSM is designed to provide a comprehensive education that combines biblical teachings with
practical application. The program typically spans three years, with each year focusing on different aspects
of supernatural ministry.

Year One: Foundations

In the first year, students are introduced to the foundational principles of supernatural ministry. The
curriculum includes:

- Biblical Studies: Understanding the scripture and how it relates to supernatural experiences.
- Spiritual Formation: Building a personal relationship with God through prayer, worship, and community.
- Ministry Practice: Hands-on opportunities to engage in local outreach and ministry events.

Year Two: Empowerment and Activation

The second year emphasizes empowerment through the Holy Spirit. Key components include:

- Gifts of the Spirit: Training in the operation of spiritual gifts such as prophecy, healing, and miracles.
- Supernatural Lifestyle: Teaching students how to integrate supernatural practices into their daily lives.
- Leadership Development: Preparing students to lead and mentor others in their spiritual journeys.

Year Three: Leadership and Influence

The final year focuses on preparing students for leadership roles within the church and beyond. This includes:



- Advanced Ministry Training: Specialized courses in areas such as church planting, prophetic ministry, and
healing.
- Internships and Practicum: Real-world experience through internships in various ministry settings.
- Global Missions: Opportunities for international outreach and ministry work.

Culture and Community

The culture at BSSM is characterized by a strong sense of community, support, and encouragement. Students
come from diverse backgrounds, creating a rich tapestry of experiences and perspectives. Here are some key
aspects of BSSM's culture:

- Unity and Diversity: BSSM embraces a wide range of theological perspectives while maintaining a focus on the
core beliefs of the Christian faith.
- Mentorship: Students are paired with mentors who provide guidance, support, and accountability throughout
their training.
- Worship and Encounter: Daily worship sessions and ministry activities create an atmosphere of expectation
and encounter with the Holy Spirit.

Impact and Reach

BSSM’s influence extends far beyond the walls of its campus. The school has produced thousands of graduates
who are now active in various forms of ministry around the globe. Some notable impacts include:

- Global Network: BSSM has cultivated a network of alumni who are leading churches, missions, and community
organizations worldwide.
- Church Planting: Many graduates have gone on to plant churches, bringing the principles learned at BSSM into
new communities.
- Social Justice Initiatives: Students and alumni are actively involved in addressing social issues, using their
training to bring about positive change in society.

Challenges and Criticism

While BSSM has garnered much acclaim, it has also faced criticism from various quarters. Some common
challenges include:

- Theological Controversies: Critics argue that some of the teachings at BSSM may stray from traditional
Christian doctrine or promote a prosperity gospel.
- Supernatural Claims: Skeptics question the authenticity of the supernatural experiences reported by students
and alumni, labeling them as anecdotal or exaggerated.
- Cultural Appropriation: BSSM’s emphasis on supernatural ministry has sometimes been criticized for
appropriating cultural practices without proper understanding or respect.

Opportunities for Involvement

For those interested in being part of the BSSM community or learning more about its teachings, there are
several opportunities for involvement:

1. Attend BSSM: Prospective students can apply to join the program, whether in-person or online.
2. Participate in Events: BSSM hosts various conferences, seminars, and workshops throughout the year that



are open to the public.
3. Engage Online: The school offers a range of online resources, including sermons, teachings, and materials for
personal study.

Conclusion

BSSM Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry stands as a pioneering institution in the realm of ministry
training, focusing on equipping believers to live a life empowered by the Holy Spirit. With its unique curriculum,
vibrant community, and far-reaching impact, BSSM continues to draw individuals eager to explore the depths of
supernatural ministry. Whether one is a prospective student or simply curious about the supernatural aspects
of faith, BSSM offers a transformative experience that resonates with many seeking a deeper connection with
God and the power of the Holy Spirit.

In a world that often feels disconnected from spiritual realities, BSSM serves as a beacon of hope and
possibility, encouraging individuals to step into their calling and live out their faith in extraordinary ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry
(BSSM)?

The primary focus of BSSM is to equip students to live a supernatural lifestyle, engaging in spiritual growth,
healing, prophecy, and other manifestations of the Holy Spirit.

How does BSSM incorporate practical experience in its curriculum?

BSSM emphasizes practical experience through ministry opportunities, mentorship programs, and outreach
initiatives where students can apply their learning in real-world settings.

What are the prerequisites for enrolling in BSSM?

While there are no formal prerequisites, applicants are encouraged to have a strong desire for spiritual
growth and a commitment to the values and teachings of Bethel Church.

Is BSSM an accredited institution?

BSSM is not accredited by traditional educational institutions; however, it offers a unique program that
focuses on supernatural ministry training and personal development.

What kind of community support does BSSM provide to its students?

BSSM provides a supportive community through small groups, mentorship from experienced leaders, and
opportunities for networking within the global Bethel community.
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