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The Kingdom Divided is a pivotal moment in the history of the biblical
narrative, particularly in the context of the Old Testament. This period is
characterized by the split of the united monarchy of Israel into two separate
kingdoms: Israel in the north and Judah in the south. For students and
believers alike, understanding this division is crucial for grasping the
broader themes of leadership, faithfulness, and divine judgment woven
throughout the scriptures. This article will explore various BSF (Bible Study
Fellowship) questions and answers related to the Kingdom Divided, delving
into its historical context, key figures, theological implications, and more.

Historical Context of the Kingdom Divided

The division of the kingdom took place after the reign of King Solomon,
around 931 B.C. This was a significant turning point for the Israelites,
leading to a series of events that would shape their history for centuries.

The United Monarchy

- Saul: The first king of Israel, whose reign was marked by conflict and
instability.
- David: The second king, known for uniting the tribes and establishing
Jerusalem as the capital.
- Solomon: David's son, renowned for his wisdom and the construction of the
First Temple, but his later years were marred by idolatry and heavy taxation.

Solomon's reign, although prosperous, set the stage for division due to his
failure to remain faithful to God. His alliances with foreign nations often
involved marrying foreign wives who led him to worship other gods, causing
discontent among the Israelites.

Causes of the Division

The kingdom divided due to several factors:

1. Heavy Taxation: Solomon's extensive building projects required significant
resources, leading to increased tax burdens on the people.

2. Idolatry: Solomon's tolerance of foreign gods alienated many faithful



Israelites who desired to worship Yahweh alone.

3. Political Unrest: After Solomon's death, his son Rehoboam's harsh policies
further alienated the northern tribes.

Key Figures in the Division

The division resulted in two kingdoms, each with its own leaders and
significant figures.

Rehoboam

Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, became king of Judah. His tenure was marked by:

- Harshness: Ignoring wise counsel from elders and opting for the advice of
his peers, he threatened to increase the people's burdens.
- Rebellion: His policies led to the northern tribes rejecting his rule,
resulting in the establishment of the northern kingdom of Israel.

Jeroboam

Jeroboam, an official under Solomon, became the first king of the northern
kingdom of Israel. Key aspects of his rule include:

- Secession: Led the ten northern tribes in rebellion against Rehoboam.
- Idolatry: Established two golden calves for worship in Bethel and Dan to
prevent his people from traveling to Jerusalem.

The Prophets

During this tumultuous period, several prophets arose to call the people back
to faithfulness:

- Elijah: Known for his confrontation with King Ahab and the prophets of
Baal.
- Elisha: Elijah's successor, who performed miracles and continued to call
Israel back to Yahweh.
- Isaiah and Jeremiah: Later prophets who warned both kingdoms of impending
judgment due to their unfaithfulness.



Theological Implications

The division of the kingdom provides deep theological insights relevant to
modern believers.

Judgment and Mercy

The period illustrates God's judgment on sin, as both kingdoms faced
consequences for their unfaithfulness. However, it also emphasizes God's
mercy, as He sent prophets to call His people back to repentance.

Leadership and Responsibility

The actions of Rehoboam and Jeroboam highlight the importance of wise
leadership. Their poor decisions had lasting effects on their kingdoms,
underscoring the principle that leaders are accountable for the spiritual
direction of their people.

BSF Questions and Answers

Here are some common BSF questions related to the Kingdom Divided, along with
thoughtful answers that can deepen understanding of this critical biblical
narrative.

1. What led to the division of the kingdom after
Solomon's reign?

The kingdom divided primarily due to Solomon's oppressive policies regarding
taxation and forced labor, his idolatry, and the discontent among the
northern tribes. When Rehoboam took the throne, his refusal to lighten the
burden led to the ten tribes rejecting his rule and following Jeroboam, thus
forming the northern kingdom of Israel.

2. How did Jeroboam's actions contribute to the
spiritual decline of Israel?

Jeroboam established two golden calves for worship, leading the Israelites
into idolatry. His decision to create alternative worship sites was a direct
rebellion against God’s command to worship only in Jerusalem, contributing to



a long-term spiritual decline in the northern kingdom.

3. What role did the prophets play during the
divided kingdom?

Prophets like Elijah and Elisha played crucial roles in calling both Israel
and Judah back to faithfulness. They warned the kings and the people of
impending judgment for their sins and often confronted idolatry and
injustice, serving as God's mouthpieces during a time of great moral and
spiritual decline.

4. How does the division of the kingdom reflect on
God's character?

The division illustrates God's holiness and justice, as He cannot tolerate
sin. However, it also reflects His mercy and love, as He continually reached
out to His people through prophets, offering them opportunities for
repentance and restoration.

5. What can believers today learn from the stories
of Rehoboam and Jeroboam?

Believers can learn the importance of seeking wise counsel, being accountable
in leadership, and the dangers of compromising faith for political or
personal gain. The consequences faced by both kings serve as a warning about
the impact of poor decisions on individuals and communities.

Conclusion

The Kingdom Divided is a profound chapter in biblical history that serves as
a cautionary tale about leadership, faithfulness, and the consequences of
sin. Through understanding the events and figures of this period, believers
can gain valuable insights into their relationship with God and the
importance of remaining steadfast in faith. The BSF questions and answers
surrounding this topic encourage a deeper exploration of scripture, fostering
a greater appreciation for God’s Word and His unchanging character in the
face of human failure.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are BSF questions in the context of 'Kingdom
Divided'?
BSF questions in 'Kingdom Divided' refer to the Bible Study Fellowship
questions designed to facilitate discussion and understanding of the themes,
characters, and events within the biblical narrative.

How can I effectively answer BSF questions about
'Kingdom Divided'?
To effectively answer BSF questions, it's important to read the assigned
scripture passages thoroughly, reflect on their meanings, and consider how
they relate to the overall message of the Bible, as well as personal
application.

What are some key themes explored in 'Kingdom
Divided'?
Key themes in 'Kingdom Divided' include the consequences of sin, the
importance of obedience to God, the struggle for power, and the impact of
leadership on a nation.

How does the 'Kingdom Divided' narrative relate to
today's society?
The narrative of 'Kingdom Divided' highlights issues like division, conflict,
and the need for unity, which are relevant in today's society as many
communities face similar challenges.

What historical context is important for
understanding 'Kingdom Divided'?
Understanding the historical context of the divided kingdoms of Israel and
Judah, including the political and social conditions during that time, is
crucial for interpreting the events and lessons of 'Kingdom Divided'.

What role do prophets play in the 'Kingdom Divided'
story?
Prophets in 'Kingdom Divided' serve as God's messengers, calling the kings
and people to repentance, warning of impending judgment, and offering hope
for restoration.



Can you provide an example of a BSF question related
to leadership in 'Kingdom Divided'?
An example of a BSF question could be: 'How did the leadership styles of the
kings in Israel and Judah affect their nations, and what lessons can we learn
from their examples today?'

What resources can assist in studying 'Kingdom
Divided' for BSF?
Resources such as study guides, commentaries, and discussion groups can be
very helpful in deepening understanding and providing insights into the
complexities of 'Kingdom Divided'.
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