BRUCE HORNSBY THE WAY IT IS CHORDS

BRUCE HORNSBY THE WAY IT IS CHORDS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR MUSICIANS AND ENTHUSIASTS AIMING TO CAPTURE THE ESSENCE OF
THIS ICONIC SONG. KNOWN FOR ITS DISTINCTIVE PIANO-DRIVEN MELODY AND THOUGHTFUL LYRICS, “THe WaY IT Is”
SHOWCASES BrRUCE HorNSBY'S UNIQUE STYLE THAT BLENDS ROCK, JAZZ, AND FOLK INFLUENCES. MASTERING THE CHORDS TO
THIS CLASSIC NOT ONLY ALLOWS PLAYERS TO PERFORM THE SONG AUTHENTICALLY BUT ALSO PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO
HORNSBY'S COMPOSITIONAL APPROACH. THIS ARTICLE OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE CHORDS USED IN “THE WAY IT
|S,” EXPLAINING THE SONG STRUCTURE, CHORD PROGRESSIONS, AND TIPS FOR PLAYING IT ON GUITAR OR PIANO. ADDITIONALLY,
VARIATIONS AND COMMON SUBSTITUTIONS WILL BE DISCUSSED TO ENHANCE MUSICAL INTERPRETATION. \WHETHER A BEGINNER OR
AN ADVANCED PLAYER, UNDERSTANDING THESE ELEMENTS WILL DEEPEN APPRECIATION AND PERFORMANCE OF THIS TIMELESS
TRACK. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL COVER THE CHORD BREAKDOWN, PLAYING TECHNIQUES, AND HELPFUL PRACTICE ADVICE.

"

o |UNDERSTANDING THE SONG STRUCTURE OF “THE WAY IT Is

Basic CHorDs UsED IN BRUCE HORNSBY’S “THE WAY IT IS”

CHoRD PROGRESSIONS AND THEIR ROLE IN THE SONG

TIPS FOR PLAYING “THE WAY IT IS” oN GUITAR AND PIANO

CHorD VARIATIONS AND COMMON SUBSTITUTIONS

UNDERSTANDING THE SONG STRUCTURE OF “THE WAY IT Is”

COMPREHENDING THE STRUCTURE OF " THE WAY IT IS” IS CRUCIAL TO APPLYING BRUCE HORNSBY THE WAY IT IS CHORDS
EFFECTIVELY. THE SONG IS BUILT AROUND A REPEATING PIANO RIFF THAT SERVES AS THE FOUNDATION FOR VERSES, CHORUS,
AND INSTRUMENTAL BREAKS. T YPICALLY, THE STRUCTURE FOLLOWS A VERSE-CHORUS-VERSE-CHORUS FORMAT W/ITH
INSTRUMENTAL INTERLUDES THAT HIGHLIGHT THE MELODIC MOTIFS. THIS ORGANIZED LAYOUT ALLOWS MUSICIANS TO
ANTICIPATE CHORD CHANGES AND DYNAMICS, MAKING IT EASIER TO PERFORM THE PIECE COHESIVELY.

VERSE AND CHORUS LAYOUT

THE VERSES RELY ON A STEADY CHORD PATTERN THAT SUPPORTS THE STORYTELLING LYRICS, WHILE THE CHORUS SHIFTS
SLIGHTLY TO EMPHASIZE THE SONG'S CENTRAL THEME. THE TRANSITIONS BETWEEN THESE SECTIONS ARE SMOOTH, MAKING THE
CHORD PROGRESSIONS SEAMLESS AND ENGAGING FOR LISTENERS. UNDERSTANDING HOW THESE PARTS FIT TOGETHER HELPS IN
MASTERING TIMING AND CHORD TRANSITIONS.

INSTRUMENTAL AND BRIDGE SECTIONS

INSTRUMENTAL SECTIONS IN “THE WAY IT Is” sHowcASE BRUCE HORNSBY’S IMPROVISATIONAL SKILLS AND USE OF CHORD
EMBELLISHMENTS. THESE AREAS ALLOW FOR EXPRESSION BEYOND THE MAIN VOCAL LINES, OFTEN INVOLVING EXTENDED CHORDS
AND RHYTHMIC VARIATIONS. RECOGNIZING THESE SECTIONS AIDS IN DELIVERING A DYNAMIC PERFORMANCE.

BAsic CHorDS UsEeD IN BRUCE HOrNSBY’S “THE WAY IT IS”

THE FOUNDATION OF BRUCE HORNSBY THE WAY IT IS CHORDS LIES IN A SET OF BASIC CHORDS THAT ARE REPEATED
THROUGHOUT THE SONG. THESE CHORDS ARE FREQUENTLY PLAYED ON PIANO BUT CAN BE ADAPTED FOR GUITAR OR OTHER
INSTRUMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THESE CORE CHORDS IS ESSENTIAL FOR RECREATING THE SONG’S SIGNATURE SOUND.



PrIMARY CHORDS

THE SONG PREDOMINANTLY USES THE FOLLOWING CHORDS:

D MAJOR — THE TONIC CHORD PROVIDING A BRIGHT, STABLE FOUNDATION.

C MAJOR — ADDS WARMTH AND CONTRAST TO THE PROGRESSION.

G MAJOR — OFFERS A SENSE OF RESOLUTION AND MELODIC MOVEMENT.

A MaJOrR — CREATES TENSION AND LEADS TRANSITIONS BETWEEN SECTIONS.

THESE CHORDS COMBINE TO FORM THE RECOGNIZABLE HARMONIC BACKDROP OF THE SONG, EMPHASIZING SIMPLICITY AND
EMOTIONAL RESONANCE.

SECONDARY AND PASSING CHORDS

IN ADDITION TO THE PRIMARY CHORDS, THE SONG FEATURES MINOR AND SEVENTH CHORDS THAT ENRICH ITS TEXTURE. THESE
INCLUDE B MINOR AND E MINOR CHORDS, WHICH SERVE AS PASSING OR CONNECTING CHORDS IN CERTAIN PARTS OF THE
PROGRESSION. THEY ADD DEPTH AND COMPLEXITY WITHOUT OVERWHELMING THE CORE HARMONIC STRUCTURE.

CHorD PROGRESSIONS AND THEIR ROLE IN THE SONG

CHORD PROGRESSIONS IN “THE W AY IT IS” DEFINE ITS UNIQUE MUSICAL IDENTITY. BRUCE HORNSBY UTILIZES A CYCLICAL
PROGRESSION THAT REPEATS THROUGHOUT THE VERSES AND CHORUS, CREATING A HYPNOTIC AND MEMORABLE EFFECT. THESE
PROGRESSIONS ARE INTEGRAL TO THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT AND FLOW OF THE SONG.

VERSE PROGRESSION

THE VERSE PROGRESSION OFTEN FOLLOWS A PATTERN RESEMBLING:

1. D MaJor
2. CMaJor
3. GMajor

4. A Major

THIS SEQUENCE REPEATS, ANCHORING THE LYRICS AND MELODY WITH A STEADY RHYTHM.

CHoRUS PROGRESSION

THE CHORUS PROGRESSION INTRODUCES SUBTLE CHANGES TO ENHANCE THE SONG'S MESSAGE. [T MAY INCORPORATE MINOR
CHORDS OR DIFFERENT VOICINGS TO BUILD INTENSITY. FOR EXAMPLE, INCORPORATING B MINOR OR E MINOR CHORDS PROVIDES
EMOTIONAL CONTRAST AND HIGHLIGHTS KEY LYRICAL MOMENTS.



IMPORTANCE OF RHYTHM AND TIMING

THE RHYTHM ACCOMPANYING THE CHORD PROGRESSIONS IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE CHORDS THEMSELVES. THE SONG EMPLOYS A
SYNCOPATED RHYTHM PATTERN THAT CONTRIBUTES TO ITS DISTINCTIVE GROOVE. PROPER TIMING ENSURES THE PROGRESSION
FEELS NATURAL AND ENGAGING RATHER THAN MECHANICAL.

TiPs FOR PLAYING “THE WAY IT Is” oN GUITAR AND PIANO

SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMING BRUCE HORNSBY THE WAY IT IS CHORDS ON GUITAR OR PIANO REQUIRES ATTENTION TO TECHNIQUE
RHYTHM, AND EXPRESSION. EACH INSTRUMENT OFFERS UNIQUE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO CAPTURE THE SONG’S
ESSENCE.

/

PLAYING ON P1ANO

ON PIANO, THE FOCUS IS ON REPLICATING THE ICONIC RIFF AND ACCOMPANYING CHORDS. USING BOTH HANDS TO PLAY THE BASS
NOTES AND CHORDS SIMULTANEOUSLY CREATES THE FULL SOUND THAT DEFINES THE TRACK. EMPHASIZING THE SYNCOPATED
RHYTHM AND INCORPORATING LIGHT EMBELLISHMENTS SUCH AS GRACE NOTES ENHANCES THE PERFORMANCE.

PLAYING ON GUITAR

For GUITARISTS, THE CHORDS MAY BE PLAYED AS OPEN OR BARRE CHORDS DEPENDING ON SKILL LEVEL. INCORPORATING
FINGERPICKING OR LIGHT STRUMMING PATTERNS CAN MIMIC THE PIANO’S RHY THMIC DRIVE. ADDITIONALLY, FOCUSING ON CHORD
VOICINGS THAT INCLUDE SEVENTHS OR SUSPENDED NOTES CAN BETTER APPROXIMATE THE SONG’S HARMONIC RICHNESS.

PRACTICE RECOMMENDATIONS

CONSISTENT PRACTICE WITH A METRONOME IS ADVISED TO MAINTAIN THE SONG’S RHY THMIC PRECISION. BREAKING DOWN THE
SONG INTO SECTIONS AND MASTERING EACH BEFORE COMBINING THEM HELPS BUILD CONFIDENCE. LISTENING CLOSELY TO THE
ORIGINAL TRACK ALSO AIDS IN UNDERSTANDING PHRASING AND DYNAMICS.

CHorD VARIATIONS AND COMMON SUBSTITUTIONS

ToO ADD PERSONAL EXPRESSION OR ADAPT THE SONG FOR DIFFERENT ARRANGEMENTS, MUSICIANS OFTEN USE CHORD VARIATIONS
AND SUBSTITUTIONS. THESE ALTERNATIVES MAINTAIN THE SONG’S CHARACTER WHILE INTRODUCING FRESH HARMONIC ELEMENTS.

SEVENTH AND EXTENDED CHORDS

INTRODUCING CHORDS SUCH AS DMAJ7, CMAJ7, OR A7 CAN PROVIDE A JAZZIER FEEL CONSISTENT WITH BRUCE HORNSBY’S
STYLE. THESE CHORDS ADD COLOR AND SOPHISTICATION WITHOUT DEVIATING DRASTICALLY FROM THE ORIGINAL PROGRESSION.

SUBSTITUTIONS FOR GUITARISTS AND PIANISTS

COMMON SUBSTITUTIONS INCLUDE REPLACING G MAJOR WITH G6 OR GADDY TO CREATE A MORE OPEN SOUND. SIMILARLY,
SUBSTITUTING A MAJOR WITH ASUS4 BEFORE RESOLVING BACK TO A MAJOR ADDS TENSION AND RELEASE. THESE SMALL
CHANGES KEEP THE PROGRESSION INTERESTING AND DYNAMIC.



LisT oF UseruL CHORD V ARIATIONS

D Major DmaJ7

C MaJor Cmay7

G MaJor P] G6, GADDY

A MaJor A7, Asusd

B MINOR Bm7

E MiNOR Em7

EXPERIMENTING WITH THESE VARIATIONS CAN ENHANCE LIVE PERFORMANCES AND RECORDINGS, OFFERING A PERSONALIZED
RENDITION OF THE SONG.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE THE BASIC CHORDS FOR BRUCE HornsBY'S ‘THE WAY IT Is’?

THE BASIC CHORDS FOR ‘THE WAY IT Is” ARED, G, A, AND BM. THESE CHORDS FORM THE FOUNDATION OF THE SONG'S
PROGRESSION.

How DO YOU PLAY THE INTRO CHORDS OF ‘THE WAY IT Is’ BY BRUCE HORNSBY ON
GUITAR?

THE INTRO USES A REPEATING PATTERN OF D/ G, AND A CHORDS WITH A DISTINCTIVE RHY THMIC STRUMMING PATTERN TO
CAPTURE THE SONG'S FEEL.

ARE THERE ANY CHORD VARIATIONS OR EMBELLISHMENTS IN ‘THE WAY IT Is’ BY BRUCE
HornsBY?

YES/ THE SONG INCLUDES CHORD EMBELLISHMENTS SUCH AS ADDING 7/ TH AND 9 TH CHORDS LIKE DMAJ7 AND A9 TO ADD
RICHNESS TO THE HARMONY.

WHAT IS THE CHORD PROGRESSION FOR THE VERSE OF 'THE WAY IT Is’?

THE VERSE CHORD PROGRESSION MAINLY ALTERNATES BETWEEN D AND G CHORDS WITH SOME PASSING CHORDS LIKE A,
CREATING A SMOOTH FLOW.

CaN | PLAY ‘“THE WAY IT IS’ USING A CAPO? IF SO, WHERE SHOULD | PLACE IT?

YES, YOU CAN PLACE A CAPO ON THE 2ND FRET AND PLAY THE CHORD SHAPES OF C, F, AND G TO MATCH THE ORIGINAL KEY
AND MAKE IT EASIER TO PLAY.

How DO THE PIANO CHORDS IN BRUCE HorNsBY'S ‘THE WAY IT IS’ TRANSLATE TO
GUITAR CHORDS?

THE PIANO CHORDS OFTEN INCLUDE EXTENSIONS AND INVERSIONS, BUT ON GUITAR, YOU CAN SIMPLIFY THEM TO BASIC CHORDS



LIKED, G, A, AND BM WHILE MAINTAINING THE SONG'S ESSENCE.

IS THERE A SPECIFIC STRUMMING PATTERN RECOMMENDED FOR ‘THE WAY IT Is’ cHOrRDS?

A COMMON STRUMMING PATTERN IS A STEADY DOWN-UP RHYTHM WITH EMPHASIS ON THE DOWNBEATS, MIMICKING THE SONG'S
RHYTHMIC GROOVE.

\W/HERE CAN | FIND OFFICIAL CHORD SHEETS FOR BRUCE HornsBY's ‘THE WAY IT Is’?

OFFICIAL CHORD SHEETS ARE AVAILABLE ON MUSIC SHEET WEBSITES LIKE ULTIMATE GUITAR, MUSICNOTES, AND BrRUCE
HORNSBY'S OFFICIAL SITE.

ARE THERE ANY TIPS FOR BEGINNERS LEARNING 'THE WAY IT Is’ cHorDS?

START BY LEARNING THE BASIC CHORDS D/ G, A/ AND BM SLOWLY, THEN PRACTICE THE CHORD CHANGES IN RHYTHM BEFORE
ADDING EMBELLISHMENTS.

How Do | PLAY THE CHORUS CHORDS FOR ‘THE WAY IT Is’ BY BRUCE HORNSBY?

THE CHORUS USES A PROGRESSION OF G/ A, AND D CHORDS, OFTEN WITH A RHYTHMIC FEEL THAT EMPHASIZES THE UPBEAT TO
CAPTURE THE SONG'S ENERGY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe WAy IT Is: ExpLoriNG Bruce Hornsey s SignaTURE CHORDS

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF BRUCE HORNSBY'S DISTINCTIVE CHORD PROGRESSIONS AND PIANO TECHNIQUES
FEATURED IN HIS HIT SONG “THE WAY IT Is.” MUSICIANS CAN LEARN HOW TO REPLICATE HIS STYLE AND INCORPORATE SIMILAR
HARMONIC IDEAS INTO THEIR OWN PLAYING. |T ALSO INCLUDES SHEET MUSIC, CHORD CHARTS, AND PRACTICAL EXERCISES.

2. Bruce Hornsey PiANO STYLES: MASTERING THE WAY IT Is

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE FOCUSED ON BRUCE HORNSBY'S PIANO APPROACH, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE COMPLEX RHYTHMS
AND CHORD VOICINGS FOUND IN “THE WAY IT IS.” |T PROVIDES STEP-BY-STEP TUTORIALS TO HELP PIANISTS OF ALL LEVELS
MASTER HIS UNIQUE BLEND OF POP, ROCK, AND JAZZ INFLUENCES.

3. CHoRD PrOGRESSIONS INSPIRED BY BrUCE HornseY's THE WAy IT Is

THIS INSTRUCTIONAL BOOK EXAMINES THE CHORD PROGRESSIONS USED IN “THE W/ AY IT IS” AND EXPLORES SIMILAR HARMONIC
PATTERNS ACROSS HORNSBY'S DISCOGRAPHY. |T IS IDEAL FOR SONGWRITERS AND ARRANGERS AIMING TO CAPTURE HORNSBY’S
EMOTIVE AND SOPHISTICATED SOUND IN THEIR COMPOSITIONS.

4. THe Jazz-Por Fusion oF Bruce HornsBY: CHORDS AND TECHNIQUES

DELVING INTO THE FUSION OF JAZZ AND POP FOUND IN BRUCE HORNSBY’S MUSIC, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE CHORD CHOICES AND
PIANO TECHNIQUES THAT DEFINE HIS STYLE, WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO “THE WAY IT IS.” READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO
IMPROVISATION, VOICING, AND RHYTHM PATTERNS.

5. PLAY Bruce HornseY?’s THE WAY IT Is: A PiaNiST’s GuIDE

DESIGNED FOR PIANISTS WHO WANT TO LEARN “THE WAY IT IS” NOTE-FOR-NOTE, THIS GUIDE INCLUDES DETAILED SHEET MUSIC,
CHORD CHARTS, AND PERFORMANCE TIPS. |T ALSO COVERS THE SONG’S STRUCTURE AND ARRANGEMENT TO HELP PLAYERS
DELIVER AN AUTHENTIC RENDITION.

6. SONGWRITING SECRETS FROM BrUCE HornsBY’s THE WAY IT Is

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE SONGWRITING CRAFT BEHIND “THE W/AY IT IS,” FOCUSING ON HARMONIC INNOVATION, LYRICAL
THEMES, AND MELODIC CONSTRUCTION. ASPIRING SONGWRITERS WILL FIND INSPIRATION AND PRACTICAL ADVICE TO ENHANCE
THEIR OWN CREATIVE PROCESS.

7. HARMONIC ANALYSIS oF BrRUCE HornsBY’s THE WAY IT Is



AN ACADEMIC-STYLE STUDY, THIS BOOK ANALYZES THE HARMONIC FRAMEWORK OF “THE WAY IT IS,” EXPLAINING THE THEORY
BEHIND HORNSBY’S CHORD CHOICES AND PROGRESSIONS. |T IS SUITED FOR MUSIC THEORY STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS SEEKING TO
UNDERSTAND CONTEMPORARY CHORD USAGE.

8. Bruce HornsBY AND THE ART OF PIANO CHORDING
THIS BOOK PRESENTS A COLLECTION OF BRUCE HORNSBY’S MOST ICONIC CHORD VOICINGS, INCLUDING THOSE FROM “THE W AY
IT Is.” FEATURING EXERCISES AND PLAY-ALONG TRACKS, IT HELPS PIANISTS DEVELOP A RICHER HARMONIC VOCABULARY.

9. From RooTs To Mobern: Bruce HornsBY s INFLUENCE oN PIANO CHORDS

TRACING THE EVOLUTION OF BRUCE HORNSBY’S PIANO STYLE, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS HOW “THE WAY IT Is” BLENDS
TRADITIONAL AND MODERN CHORD STRUCTURES. |T OFFERS HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND PRACTICAL LESSONS, MAKING IT
VALUABLE FOR MUSICIANS INTERESTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CONTEMPORARY PIANO MUSIC.
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