
broadway how to succeed in business
Broadway How to Succeed in Business is a vibrant and energetic musical that explores the
themes of ambition, corporate culture, and the complexity of climbing the corporate
ladder. Originally based on a 1952 book by Shepherd Mead, the musical has been adapted
several times, with its most notable Broadway incarnation premiering in 1961. With a
catchy score by Frank Loesser and an engaging storyline, the show remains a beloved
staple of American musical theater. This article delves into the history, themes,
characters, and impact of Broadway How to Succeed in Business.

Historical Context

The Origins of the Musical

- Book by Shepherd Mead: The original work, “How to Succeed in Business Without Really
Trying,” was published in 1952 and was a satirical take on the corporate world. The book
humorously illustrated the absurdities of office life and the often cutthroat nature of
business.
- The Transition to Broadway: In the late 1950s, producer Cy Feuer and director George
Abbott took an interest in adapting Mead’s book into a musical. They collaborated with
composer Frank Loesser, known for his earlier hits like “Guys and Dolls,” to create an
engaging score.

Broadway Debut and Success

- Premiere: The show opened on October 14, 1961, at the 46th Street Theatre (now the
Richard Rodgers Theatre).
- Critical Acclaim: It received rave reviews for its clever writing and catchy tunes, quickly
becoming a commercial success.
- Awards: “How to Succeed in Business” won the Tony Award for Best Musical, as well as
several other awards, solidifying its place in Broadway history.

Main Themes

Ambition and Success

The central theme of the musical revolves around ambition and the lengths to which
individuals will go to achieve success in the corporate world.



- Satire of Corporate Culture: The show provides a humorous yet critical look at the
cutthroat nature of the business environment, highlighting how ambition can sometimes
lead to unethical behavior.
- The Role of Manipulation: The protagonist, J. Pierrepont Finch, uses manipulation and
charm to climb the corporate ladder, reflecting a common trope in business narratives
about the morally ambiguous choices one must make.

Romantic Relationships

- Love Story Element: Alongside the corporate satire, the musical features a romantic
subplot between Finch and Rosemary Pilkington, a secretary who dreams of marrying a
successful man.
- Gender Dynamics: The relationship also highlights the gender dynamics of the 1960s
workplace, where women often navigated a male-dominated environment.

The Absurdities of Office Life

- Humor and Satire: The musical’s humor lies in its exaggerated portrayal of office
life—from the absurd corporate meetings to the quirky characters that populate the office
environment.
- Character Archetypes: Each character represents different archetypes found in the
workplace, such as the overzealous boss, the ambitious employee, and the loyal secretary,
all of which contribute to the comedic narrative.

Key Characters

J. Pierrepont Finch

- Portrayed by: The character has been played by many notable actors, including Robert
Morse in the original production and Daniel Radcliffe in the 2011 revival.
- Character Arc: Finch starts as a window washer with big dreams and uses a self-help
book to navigate the corporate world, illustrating his cleverness and ambition.

Rosemary Pilkington

- Role: Rosemary is Finch’s love interest, showcasing the aspirations and challenges faced
by women in the workforce during the 1960s.
- Character Development: Her journey reflects the balance between personal ambition and
romantic desire, as she seeks both a career and a husband.



J.B. Biggley

- Position: The bumbling president of the company, Biggley serves as a foil to Finch.
- Comedic Elements: His incompetence provides much of the humor in the show, as he is
often oblivious to the machinations happening around him.

Bud Frump

- Character Description: Biggley’s ambitious nephew, who represents the
underhandedness that can come with corporate ambition.
- Antagonist Role: Frump serves as Finch’s main rival, using his connections to try and
undermine Finch’s success.

Musical Numbers

The score of Broadway How to Succeed in Business features memorable and catchy songs
that contribute to the storytelling.

- “How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying”: The titular song serves as the
show’s anthem, encapsulating the essence of the musical’s themes.
- “I Believe in You”: A romantic ballad that showcases Finch's charm and Rosemary’s
hopes for their future together.
- “The Company Way”: This number satirizes corporate loyalty and the often blind
allegiance employees have to their company.

Cultural Impact and Revivals

Original Run and Legacy

- Impact on Broadway: The original production ran for over 1,400 performances,
establishing itself as a classic and influencing future musicals with its blend of comedy,
music, and a critical look at society.
- Cultural References: The show has been referenced in various forms of media and
continues to resonate with audiences for its timeless themes.

Revival Productions

- 2011 Revival: A notable revival featured Daniel Radcliffe as Finch, drawing in a new
generation of theatergoers.
- Modern Interpretations: The revival brought a fresh perspective to the material, updating



certain elements to reflect contemporary corporate culture.

Conclusion

Broadway How to Succeed in Business remains a significant work in the landscape of
American musical theater. Its clever satire, memorable characters, and engaging score
have ensured its enduring popularity. The themes of ambition, romance, and the absurdity
of office life continue to resonate with audiences today. As businesses evolve and the
corporate landscape changes, the musical serves as a reminder of the timeless nature of
ambition and the complexities of human relationships in the pursuit of success. Whether
you are a longtime fan or a newcomer to the musical, it offers an entertaining and
thought-provoking experience that is sure to delight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying'?
The musical follows J. Pierrepont Finch, a young window cleaner who uses a book titled
'How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying' to climb the corporate ladder at a
large advertising agency, encountering various obstacles and humorous situations along
the way.

Who wrote the music and lyrics for 'How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying'?
The music and lyrics were written by Frank Loesser, while the book was co-written by Abe
Burrows and Jack Weinstock & Willie Gilbert.

What themes are explored in 'How to Succeed in
Business'?
The musical explores themes of ambition, corporate culture, the absurdities of office life,
and the influence of self-help literature on personal success.

When did 'How to Succeed in Business Without Really
Trying' first premiere on Broadway?
The musical premiered on Broadway on October 14, 1961.

What major awards has 'How to Succeed in Business'



won?
The musical won seven Tony Awards, including Best Musical, Best Book of a Musical, and
Best Original Score.

Who are some notable actors that have starred in 'How
to Succeed in Business'?
Notable actors include Robert Morse, who originated the role of J. Pierrepont Finch, and
later stars such as Matthew Broderick and Daniel Radcliffe in their respective revivals.

What is one of the most famous songs from 'How to
Succeed in Business'?
One of the most famous songs from the musical is 'I Believe in You', which reflects Finch's
optimistic outlook on success.

How does 'How to Succeed in Business' satirize
corporate America?
The musical satirizes corporate America by highlighting the ridiculousness of office
politics, the superficiality of corporate success, and the often absurd measures people take
to rise in the business world.
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