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Broadway Bound is a semi-autobiographical play by Neil Simon, which is the
third installment in his Brighton Beach Trilogy. Premiering on Broadway in
1986, the play explores the lives of two brothers, Eugene and Stanley Morris,
as they navigate the complexities of family, ambition, and the world of
comedy in post-World War II America. This article delves into the themes,
characters, and significance of "Broadway Bound," providing a comprehensive
overview for enthusiasts of theater and Neil Simon's work.

Overview of Broadway Bound

"Broadway Bound" follows Eugene and Stanley, who are aspiring comedians, as
they work on their routines, deal with the challenges of growing up, and
contend with family dynamics in their Jewish household. The play is set in
1949 and captures the essence of the time, reflecting the societal changes in
America after the war. Simon draws heavily from his own experiences, making
the characters and their struggles relatable and authentic.

Plot Summary

The play is divided into two acts, each revealing more about the characters
and their aspirations:

1. Act One:

- The setting is in the Morris family’'s modest home in New York. The brothers
are attempting to write comedy sketches and dream of making it big.

- Their mother, Kate, is a central figure, whose overbearing nature and
struggles with her own disappointments add tension to the family dynamic.

- The boys deal with their father's abandonment and their mother's emotional
volatility, all while trying to maintain their humor and ambitions.

2. Act Two:

- The brothers face various challenges in their pursuit of success, including
the pressures of adulthood and the realities of the entertainment industry.

- Eugene’s narrative voice provides a deeper insight into his aspirations and
fears, often reflecting on his family's struggles.

- The act culminates in their first significant step toward success,
underscoring the themes of hope and resilience.



Themes in Broadway Bound

Neil Simon's "Broadway Bound" encapsulates numerous themes that resonate with
audiences, making it a timeless piece of theater:

1. The Pursuit of Dreams

The central theme revolves around the pursuit of dreams, particularly the
aspiration to succeed in comedy and entertainment. Eugene and Stanley
represent the hopeful yet realistic outlook of young artists navigating their
way through a competitive industry. Their journey is marked by moments of
doubt, perseverance, and occasional triumphs, showcasing the highs and lows
of chasing one's dreams.

2. Family Dynamics

Family plays a crucial role in shaping the characters' identities and
aspirations. The interactions between Eugene, Stanley, and their mother
illustrate the complexities of familial relationships. Kate’s struggles with
her own disappointments and her expectations for her sons create an intricate
web of love, conflict, and understanding. The play highlights how family can
be both a source of support and a source of tension.

3. Identity and Heritage

As Jewish Americans, Eugene and Stanley grapple with their cultural identity
and the expectations that come with it. The play explores themes of
assimilation and the challenges of maintaining cultural roots while pursuing
the American Dream. Simon's portrayal of the brothers' Jewish upbringing adds
depth to their characters and provides a lens through which the audience can
understand their experiences and aspirations.

4. Comedy as a Coping Mechanism

Comedy serves as both a profession and a coping mechanism for the characters.
The brothers use humor to navigate their struggles, providing relief from
their harsh realities. This theme emphasizes the power of laughter and
storytelling as tools for resilience, allowing characters to confront their
challenges with levity.



Character Analysis

The characters in "Broadway Bound" are richly developed, each contributing to
the overall narrative and themes of the play.

Eugene Morris Jerome

Eugene is the protagonist and narrator of the play. As a budding writer and
comedian, he is introspective and often reflects on his experiences. His
character embodies the struggle between ambition and self-doubt, and he
serves as the voice of reason amid the chaos of his family life. Eugene's
aspirations and vulnerabilities make him a relatable character for many
audience members.

Stanley Morris Jerome

Stanley is Eugene's older brother, characterized by his more pragmatic
approach to life. While he shares Eugene's comedic aspirations, he often acts
as a stabilizing force, helping to temper Eugene’s more idealistic
tendencies. Their brotherly bond is central to the play, showcasing the
importance of support and camaraderie in pursuing dreams.

Kate Morris

Kate, the boys’ mother, is a complex character whose emotional struggles
drive much of the play's tension. Her overprotective nature stems from her
own disappointments and fears of losing her sons to the world. Kate's
character represents the sacrifices parents make for their children and the
generational conflicts that arise from differing dreams and expectations.

Jack Morris

Jack, the boys' father, is somewhat of a shadowy figure, having left the
family prior to the events of the play. His absence looms large, affecting
the boys’ perceptions of masculinity and success. Through the brothers'
reflections and conversations, Jack’s character serves as a catalyst for
their development and understanding of familial obligations.

Significance of Broadway Bound



"Broadway Bound" holds a significant place in American theater for several
reasons:

1. Autobiographical Elements

The play is deeply rooted in Neil Simon's own life experiences, providing a
glimpse into his upbringing and the influences that shaped his career. This
autobiographical nature adds authenticity and relatability to the narrative,
allowing audiences to connect with the characters on a personal level.

2. Reflection of American Society

Set in the late 1940s, "Broadway Bound" reflects the societal changes
occurring in America after World War II. The themes of ambition, identity,
and family dynamics resonate with the struggles of many during this
transitional period. Simon's work captures the essence of a generation
striving for success while navigating the complexities of their cultural
heritage.

3. Enduring Legacy

Neil Simon is known for his unique blend of humor and poignancy, and
"Broadway Bound" exemplifies this style. The play has continued to be
performed and studied, solidifying its status as a classic in American
theater. Its exploration of universal themes ensures that it remains relevant
for future generations.

Conclusion

In summary, "Broadway Bound" by Neil Simon is a poignant exploration of
dreams, family, and identity, encapsulated in the lives of two brothers
striving for success. Through its rich characters and relatable themes, the
play resonates with audiences and offers insight into the complexities of
familial relationships and the pursuit of one's aspirations. As part of Neil
Simon's illustrious body of work, "Broadway Bound" remains a cherished piece
of American theater, inspiring laughter and reflection in equal measure.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Broadway Bound' by Neil
Simon?

The main theme of 'Broadway Bound' revolves around the struggles of two
brothers pursuing their dreams of becoming successful writers while
navigating family dynamics and the challenges of growing up.

Who are the main characters in 'Broadway Bound'?

The main characters in 'Broadway Bound' include Eugene Morris Jerome, a young
aspiring writer, and his brother Stanley Jerome, who share their experiences
and aspirations as they strive to make it in the world of theater.

Is 'Broadway Bound' a sequel to another Neil Simon
play?

Yes, 'Broadway Bound' is the final installment of Neil Simon's semi-
autobiographical trilogy, following 'Brighton Beach Memoirs' and 'Biloxi
Blues'.

What time period is 'Broadway Bound' set in?

The play is set in the late 1940s, capturing the post-World War II era as the
characters navigate their lives and ambitions.

What makes Neil Simon's writing style unique in
'Broadway Bound'?

Neil Simon's writing style in 'Broadway Bound' is characterized by its sharp
wit, humor, and the ability to blend comedic elements with poignant moments,
reflecting the complexities of family life.

How does 'Broadway Bound' explore the concept of
family?
The play explores family dynamics through the interactions between the

brothers and their parents, highlighting the tension, love, and support that
exist within family relationships.

What role does humor play in 'Broadway Bound'?

Humor serves as a coping mechanism for the characters in 'Broadway Bound',
allowing them to deal with their struggles and challenges while also
providing a relatable and entertaining narrative.



Has 'Broadway Bound' been adapted for other media?

Yes, 'Broadway Bound' was adapted into a television film in 1992, further
extending its reach beyond the stage.

Why is 'Broadway Bound' considered a significant
work in American theater?

'Broadway Bound' is considered significant due to its exploration of the
American Dream, the intricacies of family life, and its reflection of Neil
Simon's own experiences, making it a relatable and enduring piece in the
theater canon.
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