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Introduction to the Savage Reservation in Brave
New World

The Savage Reservation is a critical setting in Aldous Huxley's dystopian
novel Brave New World, which was published in 1932. The novel presents a
future society characterized by technological advancements, social
conditioning, and the suppression of individuality. In stark contrast, the
Savage Reservation serves as a remnant of the past, where people live in a
traditional manner, away from the influences of the World State. This
juxtaposition of two distinct worlds highlights the themes of freedom,
conformity, and the consequences of unchecked technological progress.

The Concept of the Savage Reservation

The Savage Reservation is introduced early in the novel and serves multiple
narrative and thematic purposes. It is depicted as a place where individuals
live according to their own cultural practices, values, and beliefs,
disconnected from the sterile and controlled environment of the World State.
This setting raises questions about civilization versus savagery, the meaning
of happiness, and the price of progress.

Physical and Cultural Description

The Savage Reservation is located in what was once the United States, but it
is depicted as a place that has been largely abandoned by modern
civilization. Here, the inhabitants live in a way reminiscent of pre-
industrial societies. The setting is characterized by:

Natural Environment: The landscape of the Savage Reservation is filled
with rugged terrain, forests, and a lack of technological
infrastructure. This contrasts sharply with the sterile and artificial
environments of the World State.

Cultural Practices: The people of the reservation engage in traditional
rituals, including tribal ceremonies, and they follow their own set of
beliefs that often include elements of religion and superstition.

Social Structure: Unlike the highly stratified society of the World
State, the Savage Reservation has a social structure that is more fluid,
based on kinship and communal ties.



Key Characters Associated with the Savage
Reservation

Several important characters in Brave New World have a direct connection to
the Savage Reservation, shaping the narrative and thematic development:

John the Savage: Perhaps the most significant character associated with1.
the Savage Reservation, John was born to a woman from the World State,
Linda, who became trapped in the reservation. He embodies the conflict
between the values of the World State and the raw, unrefined humanity of
the savages.

Linda: John's mother, who was originally from the World State,2.
represents the clash between the two worlds. She struggles to adapt to
life in the Savage Reservation after being abandoned, ultimately leading
to her tragic demise.

Bernard Marx: A member of the World State who feels alienated and3.
discontented with the conformist society. His journey to the Savage
Reservation serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative.

Thematic Significance of the Savage Reservation

The Savage Reservation plays a crucial role in exploring several key themes
within the novel:

1. Civilization vs. Savagery

The contrast between the Savage Reservation and the World State serves as a
critique of the notion of progress. While the World State represents a
society that has eradicated suffering and emotional depth in favor of
stability and predictability, the Savage Reservation embodies the
complexities of human experience, including love, pain, and spirituality.
Huxley suggests that true humanity lies in embracing both the light and dark
aspects of existence.

2. The Nature of Happiness

In the World State, happiness is manufactured through conditioning, the use



of drugs like soma, and the suppression of individuality. In contrast, the
inhabitants of the Savage Reservation experience genuine emotions and
relationships, which can lead to both joy and suffering. John the Savage’s
struggle to reconcile these differing notions of happiness ultimately
highlights the emptiness of the World State's version of contentment.

3. Individuality and Freedom

The Savage Reservation stands as a bastion of individuality and freedom in a
world that promotes conformity. The people in the reservation are not
subjected to the same conditioning and social expectations as those in the
World State, allowing them to express their identities freely. John, as a
product of both worlds, becomes a symbol of the tension between individual
autonomy and societal pressures.

John the Savage: A Bridge Between Two Worlds

John the Savage's character is central to the exploration of the Savage
Reservation. His unique upbringing—being raised in the reservation by his
mother Linda, who was from the World State—creates a complex identity that
navigates both cultures.

John's Experiences and Conflicts

Upon his arrival in the World State, John becomes disillusioned with the
society that he initially viewed with curiosity. His experiences culminate in
several key conflicts:

Culture Shock: John is horrified by the lack of depth in social
interactions, the absence of genuine emotions, and the triviality of the
World State’s values.

Isolation: Despite being surrounded by people, John experiences profound
loneliness, as he struggles to find a place in a society that rejects
his values and beliefs.

Tragic Outcome: John’s inability to reconcile his identity with the
expectations of the World State ultimately leads to his tragic end,
symbolizing the destructive consequences of a society that prioritizes
conformity over individuality.



Conclusion: The Legacy of the Savage
Reservation

The Savage Reservation in Brave New World serves as a powerful counterpoint
to the controlled and artificial world of the World State. Through its
exploration of themes such as civilization versus savagery, the nature of
happiness, and the struggle for individuality, Huxley invites readers to
reflect on the implications of a society that sacrifices human complexity for
the sake of stability and conformity.

As we navigate an increasingly technological and interconnected world, the
lessons derived from the Savage Reservation remain pertinent. They urge us to
consider the value of human experience, emotional depth, and the importance
of preserving individuality in the face of societal pressures. Huxley’s
vision of a future shaped by technological advancements forces us to confront
our own values and the potential cost of progress, making Brave New World a
timeless critique of the balance between civilization and savagery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Savage Reservation in Aldous Huxley's
'Brave New World'?
The Savage Reservation is a remote area in 'Brave New World' where people
live outside the technologically advanced society of the World State. It is
inhabited by individuals who have not been conditioned to conform to the
State's norms, allowing them to experience emotions, family structures, and
traditional cultures.

How does the Savage Reservation contrast with the
World State in 'Brave New World'?
The Savage Reservation contrasts sharply with the World State in that it
represents a raw, natural existence filled with human emotions, family ties,
and spiritual beliefs, while the World State epitomizes artificiality,
conformity, and a lack of meaningful interpersonal relationships.

What themes are explored through the Savage
Reservation in 'Brave New World'?
Themes such as the conflict between nature and technology, the loss of
individuality, and the critique of utopian ideals are explored through the
Savage Reservation. It serves as a critique of the World State's pursuit of
happiness through control and conditioning, highlighting the value of
authentic human experiences.



What role do characters like John 'the Savage' play
in the narrative of 'Brave New World'?
John 'the Savage' serves as a crucial character who embodies the conflict
between the values of the Savage Reservation and those of the World State.
His experiences and struggles highlight the emotional and moral dilemmas that
arise when confronting a society that prioritizes stability and happiness
over individuality and genuine human connection.

How does Aldous Huxley use the Savage Reservation to
critique modern society?
Huxley uses the Savage Reservation to critique modern society by illustrating
the dangers of dehumanization through technological advancement and
consumerism. The Reservation represents a more authentic, albeit harsh, way
of life that challenges the superficial happiness and conformity of the World
State, urging readers to consider the value of human experience and emotion.
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