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The concept of the "Branches of Power" game is an educational tool designed to help students understand
the three branches of government in the United States—Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. This
interactive game not only engages students but also reinforces their knowledge about how each branch
operates, its responsibilities, and the checks and balances that exist between them. After participating in the
game, students often engage in post-game activities that further solidify their understanding. This article
provides a comprehensive answer key for the post-game activities associated with the "Branches of Power"
game, ensuring educators and students can evaluate their understanding and retention of the material.

Understanding the Three Branches of Government

Before diving into the post-game activities, it's essential to recap the three branches of government:

1. Legislative Branch
- Responsible for making laws.
- Comprised of two chambers: the House of Representatives and the Senate.
- Has the power to approve budgets, declare war, and regulate commerce.

2. Executive Branch
- Responsible for enforcing laws.
- Headed by the President of the United States.
- Includes the Vice President, the Cabinet, and various federal agencies.

3. Judicial Branch
- Responsible for interpreting laws.
- Comprised of the Supreme Court and lower federal courts.
- Has the power to review laws and executive actions for constitutionality.



Post Game Activities Overview

Post-game activities are designed to reinforce the knowledge gained during the game. Here are some
common activities that students may engage in, along with their respective answer keys:

Activity 1: Matching Branches with Responsibilities

In this activity, students are provided with a list of responsibilities and asked to match them to the
appropriate branch of government. Below is a sample answer key.

| Responsibility | Branch |
|--------------------------------------------------------|-----------------------|
| Create laws | Legislative Branch |
| Enforce laws | Executive Branch |
| Interpret laws | Judicial Branch |
| Declare war | Legislative Branch |
| Appoint federal judges | Executive Branch |
| Review laws for constitutionality | Judicial Branch |
| Conduct foreign policy | Executive Branch |
| Impeach federal officials | Legislative Branch |

Activity 2: Fill in the Blanks

Students are given sentences with missing words related to the branches of power. Below is a sample
answer key.

1. The Legislative Branch is made up of the House of Representatives and the Senate.
2. The President is the head of the Executive Branch.
3. The Supreme Court is the highest court in the Judicial Branch.
4. Congress has the power to override a veto by a two-thirds majority vote.
5. Judicial review allows the Judicial Branch to determine the constitutionality of laws.

Activity 3: True or False Questions

This activity assesses students' comprehension through true or false statements. Here’s an answer key for
sample statements.



1. The Legislative Branch can veto bills. (False)
2. The Executive Branch can appoint judges with Senate approval. (True)
3. The Judicial Branch has the power to declare war. (False)
4. The Senate is part of the Legislative Branch. (True)
5. The President can influence legislation by proposing laws. (True)

Discussion Questions

Discussion questions aim to promote critical thinking and further comprehension of the branches of
government. Below are some sample questions with brief explanations of expected responses.

1. Why is the system of checks and balances important?
Expected Response: The system of checks and balances is crucial because it prevents any one branch from
becoming too powerful. Each branch has the ability to limit the powers of the others, ensuring a balance in
governance that protects citizens’ rights and liberties.

2. How do the roles of the Legislative and Executive branches differ
when it comes to law-making?
Expected Response: The Legislative Branch is responsible for creating and passing laws, while the
Executive Branch enforces those laws. The President can propose laws but must work with Congress to
have them passed.

3. Can you give an example of a recent Supreme Court case and its impact
on American law?
Expected Response: Students might discuss cases like Roe v. Wade or Obergefell v. Hodges, explaining
how these decisions have shaped legal precedents and public policy regarding reproductive rights and
same-sex marriage, respectively.

Creative Project Ideas

Engaging students in creative projects can deepen their understanding of the branches of power. Below are
some project ideas along with guidance on expected outcomes.



1. Create a Branches of Government Poster
- Students can design a poster that visually represents the three branches of government, including their
functions, key figures, and examples of checks and balances.
- Expected Outcome: A colorful, informative poster that can be displayed in the classroom and serve as a
reference.

2. Role-Playing Activity
- Students can take on roles from each branch and simulate a legislative process, including proposing a law,
debating its merits, and voting on it.
- Expected Outcome: An interactive experience that illustrates the dynamics of law-making and the
importance of collaboration among branches.

3. Write a Letter to a Government Official
- Students can write a letter to their local or state representative expressing their views on a current issue,
demonstrating their understanding of civic engagement.
- Expected Outcome: A well-researched letter that showcases their ability to communicate effectively with
elected officials.

Conclusion

The "Branches of Power" game and its subsequent post-game activities serve as valuable tools for educators
to instill a robust understanding of American government principles in their students. Through matching
exercises, fill-in-the-blank activities, true/false quizzes, discussion questions, and creative projects, students
not only learn about the distinct roles of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches but also
appreciate the importance of checks and balances in maintaining a fair and just government. By utilizing
the provided answer key, educators can effectively assess student comprehension and foster an
environment that encourages civic awareness and engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the three branches of power in the United States government?
The three branches of power are the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches.



What is the primary function of the Legislative branch?
The primary function of the Legislative branch is to make laws.

Which branch is responsible for enforcing laws?
The Executive branch is responsible for enforcing laws.

What role does the Judicial branch play in government?
The Judicial branch interprets laws and determines their constitutionality.

How does the system of checks and balances work between the branches?
Checks and balances ensure that no one branch becomes too powerful by allowing each branch to limit the
powers of the others.

Can you give an example of a check that the Legislative branch has over
the Executive branch?
An example is Congress's ability to impeach the President.

What is the significance of the separation of powers?
The separation of powers prevents the concentration of power and protects individual liberties.

Which branch has the power to declare laws unconstitutional?
The Judicial branch has the power to declare laws unconstitutional.

What is one way the Executive branch can check the power of the
Legislative branch?
The Executive branch can veto legislation passed by Congress.

Why is it important for citizens to understand the branches of power?
It's important for citizens to understand the branches of power to engage effectively in democracy and hold
their government accountable.
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