
brain teasers interview questions with
answers
Brain teasers interview questions with answers are an essential part of many
hiring processes, especially in fields that require analytical thinking and
problem-solving skills. These questions challenge candidates to think outside
the box and demonstrate their ability to approach complex problems with
creativity and logic. In this article, we will explore various types of brain
teasers commonly used in interviews, provide answers and explanations, and
offer tips on how to tackle such questions effectively.

What Are Brain Teasers?

Brain teasers are puzzles or riddles designed to test a person's critical
thinking and problem-solving abilities. They often come in the form of
mathematical problems, logical puzzles, or scenario-based questions that
require careful consideration and innovative thinking. Employers use these
questions to assess not only a candidate's intelligence but also their
ability to perform under pressure.

Types of Brain Teasers

Brain teasers can be categorized into several types, including:

1. Logical Puzzles: These require reasoning and deductive skills to find a
solution.
2. Mathematical Problems: These involve numbers and calculations that test
numerical aptitude.
3. Lateral Thinking Questions: These challenge candidates to think creatively
and find unconventional solutions.
4. Pattern Recognition: These involve identifying sequences or patterns from
given data.

Common Brain Teasers Interview Questions

Let’s dive into some common brain teasers, complete with their answers and
explanations.

1. The Two Eggs Problem



Question: You are given two identical eggs and a 100-story building. Your
task is to determine the highest floor from which you can drop an egg without
breaking it. How do you minimize the number of drops?

Answer: The best approach is to drop the first egg from progressively higher
floors, while decreasing the number of floors you drop from after each
successful non-breaking drop. Start from the 14th floor, then go to the 27th
(14 + 13), then the 39th (27 + 12), and so on. This way, if the first egg
breaks, you can drop the second egg from the last safe floor plus one more
floor below the breaking floor.

Explanation: By using this method, you can ensure that in the worst-case
scenario, you will only need 14 drops to find the critical floor.

2. The Light Switch Problem

Question: You have three light switches outside a closed room. Only one
switch controls a light bulb inside the room. You can’t see inside the room
from where the switches are. You can flip the switches as many times as you
like, but you can only enter the room once. How do you determine which switch
controls the light?

Answer: Turn on the first switch and leave it on for about 10 minutes. Then,
turn it off and turn on the second switch. Enter the room:
- If the light is on, the second switch controls the light.
- If the light is off but warm, the first switch controls the light.
- If the light is off and cold, the third switch controls the light.

Explanation: This method uses both the light state and the heat generated by
the bulb to identify the correct switch.

3. The River Crossing Puzzle

Question: A farmer needs to cross a river with a wolf, a goat, and a cabbage.
He can only take one item at a time. If left alone, the wolf will eat the
goat, and the goat will eat the cabbage. How can the farmer get all three
across safely?

Answer:
1. Take the goat across first and leave it on the other side.
2. Go back and take the wolf across.
3. Leave the wolf on the other side but take the goat back with you.
4. Leave the goat on the original side and take the cabbage across.
5. Leave the cabbage with the wolf on the other side and return to get the
goat.
6. Finally, take the goat across.



Explanation: This solution ensures that the goat is never left alone with the
wolf or the cabbage.

4. The Hourglass Problem

Question: You have a 7-minute hourglass and an 11-minute hourglass. How can
you measure exactly 15 minutes?

Answer:
1. Start both hourglasses at the same time.
2. When the 7-minute hourglass runs out, flip it immediately (7 minutes
elapsed).
3. When the 11-minute hourglass runs out, flip it immediately (11 minutes
elapsed). At this point, the 7-minute hourglass has been running for 4
minutes since it was flipped.
4. When the 7-minute hourglass runs out again (14 minutes elapsed), flip it
immediately.
5. When the 7-minute hourglass runs out again, 1 more minute has passed,
totaling exactly 15 minutes.

Explanation: Strategic flipping of the hourglasses allows you to measure the
time accurately.

5. The Missing Dollar Riddle

Question: Three friends check into a hotel room that costs $30. They each
contribute $10. Later, the hotel manager realizes the room only costs $25 and
gives $5 to the bellboy to return to the friends. The bellboy, not knowing
how to split $5 evenly, gives them $1 back each and keeps $2 for himself.
Now, each friend has paid $9, totaling $27, and adding the $2 the bellboy
kept makes $29. Where is the missing dollar?

Answer: There is no missing dollar. The mistake is in the way the amounts are
added. The friends paid $27, which includes the $25 for the hotel room and
the $2 that the bellboy kept. The original $30 is accounted for as follows:
$25 (hotel) + $2 (bellboy) + $3 (returned to friends) = $30.

Explanation: This riddle is designed to mislead through faulty addition.

Tips for Solving Brain Teasers

Solving brain teasers can be challenging, but here are some tips to improve
your performance during interviews:

1. Stay Calm: Anxiety can hinder your ability to think clearly. Take a deep



breath and approach the problem logically.
2. Clarify the Question: Make sure you understand what is being asked. If
something is unclear, don’t hesitate to ask the interviewer for
clarification.
3. Think Aloud: Share your thought process with the interviewer. This not
only helps them understand your reasoning but can also lead to hints if you
are stuck.
4. Break it Down: If the problem seems complex, break it into smaller,
manageable parts.
5. Practice Regularly: Regularly practicing brain teasers can enhance your
problem-solving skills and increase your confidence.

Conclusion

Brain teasers interview questions with answers serve as an effective tool for
employers to gauge a candidate’s cognitive abilities and problem-solving
skills. By understanding the types of brain teasers, practicing common
questions, and employing strategic problem-solving techniques, candidates can
prepare themselves to handle these challenges with confidence. Whether you
are preparing for an interview or simply want to sharpen your analytical
thinking, mastering brain teasers can be an enjoyable and rewarding endeavor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are brain teasers in the context of job
interviews?
Brain teasers are challenging puzzles or problems that interviewers use to
assess a candidate's analytical thinking, problem-solving skills, and
creativity.

Why do employers use brain teasers during
interviews?
Employers use brain teasers to evaluate a candidate's cognitive abilities,
how they approach difficult situations, and their potential for critical
thinking in real-world scenarios.

Can you provide an example of a common brain teaser
question?
A common brain teaser is: 'How many ways can you arrange 5 books on a shelf?'
The answer is 120, as it is calculated by 5! (factorial of 5).



How should candidates approach solving brain teaser
questions?
Candidates should think out loud, break the problem down into smaller parts,
and explain their reasoning clearly while considering different perspectives.

Is there a specific strategy to prepare for brain
teaser interview questions?
Yes, candidates can practice by solving a variety of brain teasers,
familiarizing themselves with common types, and improving their logical
reasoning and mathematical skills.

What should candidates avoid when answering brain
teasers in interviews?
Candidates should avoid rushing to an answer without explaining their thought
process, as interviewers are often more interested in the reasoning than the
final answer.

Are brain teasers relevant for all job positions?
Brain teasers are more relevant for roles that require strong analytical
skills, such as in tech, finance, and consulting, but may not be as critical
for other positions.
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