boy scout patch placement guide

Boy Scout patch placement guide is an essential resource for every Scout and
their leaders. Proper patch placement is not only a matter of aesthetics;
it's a tradition that reflects the achievements and experiences of a Scout.
Knowing where to place patches can enhance the uniform's appearance and
ensure that all badges are displayed appropriately, fostering a sense of
pride and accomplishment among Scouts. This guide will provide you with
detailed instructions on patch placement, including common types of patches,
specific locations on the uniform, and tips for maintaining your uniform.

Understanding the Boy Scout Uniform

The Boy Scout uniform is a symbol of camaraderie, achievement, and dedication
to the Scouting principles. It typically consists of a shirt, pants or
shorts, and a belt, all of which can be adorned with various patches that
signify rank, awards, and achievements.

Types of Patches

Before diving into the specifics of patch placement, it's important to
understand the different types of patches that a Boy Scout may earn:

e Rank Badges: These indicate the rank achieved by the Scout, such as
Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle.

e Merit Badges: Earned by completing specific tasks and requirements,
these patches represent skills and knowledge in various areas.

e Unit and Council Patches: These include the troop's insignia and the
council's patch, which are typically worn on the uniform.

e Special Awards: These may include patches for service projects,
leadership roles, or participation in specific events.

e Temporary Patches: Often earned for participation in events or
activities, these patches can be displayed on the uniform but are not
permanent.

Patch Placement on the Uniform

Correct patch placement is crucial for maintaining the uniform's integrity
and following Scouting guidelines. Here's a detailed breakdown of where to
place different patches on the Boy Scout uniform shirt.



1. Rank Badges

Rank badges should be placed on the left sleeve of the uniform shirt. The
placement should follow these guidelines:

— Location: The bottom of the rank badge should be placed one inch below the
shoulder seam.
— Alignment: Ensure that the badge is centered on the sleeve.

2. Merit Badges

Merit badges are placed on the right sleeve. Here’s how to position them:

— Location: The badges should be placed in a horizontal row, with the top
edge of the badges aligned with the bottom of the shoulder seam.
- Spacing: There should be a quarter—-inch space between each merit badge.

3. Unit and Council Patches

These patches have specific locations on the uniform:

— Unit Patch: This patch should be placed on the left pocket flap of the
shirt.

— Council Patch: The council patch should be placed directly below the unit
patch, also on the left side.

4. Special Awards and Temporary Patches

Special awards and temporary patches have their own designated areas:

— Special Awards: These patches can be worn on the right pocket flap or the
right sleeve, depending on the type of award. Typically, they should be
centered on the pocket flap or aligned with the merit badges on the sleeve.

— Temporary Patches: Place temporary patches on the back of the uniform shirt
or on a patch vest as a way to display participation in events without
cluttering the main uniform.

Additional Patch Placement Tips

To ensure that your patches are placed correctly and look their best,
consider the following tips:

1. Use a Proper Measuring Tool

Utilizing a measuring tape or ruler can help ensure that patches are spaced
correctly. This is especially important for merit badges, where precise
alignment can make a big difference in appearance.



2. Ironing Patches

Most patches come with an adhesive backing, making them easy to iron on.
Follow these steps for proper application:

— Set the Iron: Preheat the iron to the appropriate setting for the fabric of
the uniform.

— Cover the Patch: Place a thin cloth over the patch to protect it from
direct heat.

— Press Firmly: Press the iron down for about 10-15 seconds, applying firm
pressure.

3. Sew for Durability

For added durability, consider sewing patches onto the uniform. This is
particularly useful for patches that may see a lot of wear and tear, such as
merit badges.

— Choose the Right Thread: Use a thread that matches the uniform color for a
seamless look.

— Use a Straight Stitch: A simple straight stitch around the edges of the
patch will keep it securely attached.

4. Regular Maintenance

Keep your uniform clean and well-maintained to ensure that your patches look
their best. Regular washing and proper storage can help preserve the
integrity of the patches and the uniform itself.

Conclusion

The boy scout patch placement guide serves as a crucial reference for Scouts
and leaders alike. Properly placing patches not only adheres to Scouting
traditions but also instills a sense of pride in the achievements represented
by each patch. By following this guide, you can ensure that your uniform is a
true reflection of your journey in Scouting, showcasing your commitment,
skills, and experiences. Whether you're a new Scout or a seasoned veteran,
understanding patch placement will enhance your uniform and your Scouting
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the standard placement for the Boy Scout
emblem on the uniform?

The Boy Scout emblem is typically placed on the left pocket of the uniform
shirt.



Where should I place my rank badges on the Boy Scout
uniform?

Rank badges should be placed directly above the left pocket on the uniform
shirt.

How do I position activity patches on my Boy Scout
uniform?

Activity patches are generally placed on the right pocket or the back of the
uniform shirt.

Is there a specific order for placing merit badges on
the sash?

Yes, merit badges should be placed in rows, starting from the bottom and
working up, left to right on the merit badge sash.

Can I customize the placement of patches on my Boy
Scout uniform?

While there are guidelines, some customization is allowed as long as the
patches are placed in a neat and organized manner.

Where do I put the World Crest emblem on my Boy Scout
uniform?

The World Crest emblem is worn centered above the left pocket on the uniform
shirt.

What patches are worn on the right sleeve of the Boy
Scout uniform?

The right sleeve typically features the council patch, and any additional
patches that represent activities or events can be added above it.

How are service stars displayed on the Boy Scout
uniform?

Service stars are worn on the right pocket flap, with each star representing
five years of service.

Are there any restrictions on the types of patches I
can wear?

Yes, only official BSA patches, approved by the Boy Scouts of America, should
be worn on the uniform.

What is the correct placement for the troop number



patch?

The troop number patch is worn on the left sleeve, just below the shoulder
seam.
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