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Bored of the Rings is a celebrated parody of J.R.R. Tolkien's epic work, "The
Lord of the Rings," created by the satirical publication, The Harvard
Lampoon. Released in 1969, this playful take on Tolkien's masterpiece has
become a significant cultural artifact in its own right. Through its humorous
reinterpretation of Middle-earth, "Bored of the Rings" not only entertains
but also serves as a commentary on literary tropes and the fantasy genre.

Background of the Parody

The Harvard Lampoon, known for its sharp wit and irreverent humor, was
founded in 1876 and has since become a breeding ground for some of America's
most prominent comedic writers. By the late 1960s, the Lampoon's editors
decided to tackle the massive popularity of Tolkien's work, which had birthed
an entire subculture of fans, imitations, and adaptations. The result was
"Bored of the Rings," authored by Henry N. Beard and Douglas C. Kenney, two
Harvard graduates who sought to capture the absurdities of Tolkien's world
while providing a fresh, comedic lens through which to view it.

Overview of the Plot

"Bored of the Rings" closely follows the original narrative arc of "The Lord
of the Rings," but with a humorous twist. The story revolves around the quest
to destroy the One Ring, which is depicted as a symbol of ultimate power and
temptation. The characters, however, are exaggerated caricatures of Tolkien’s
creations, leading to a series of comedic misadventures.

Main Characters

The parody introduces readers to a cast of characters that will be familiar
to Tolkien fans, albeit with humorous alterations:

1. Frodo Baggins becomes Frodo Baggins, but his adventures are marked by a
complete lack of enthusiasm, embodying the "bored" aspect of the title.

2. Gandalf transforms into Gandalf the Grey, who is portrayed as a bumbling
figure more concerned with his own interests than the fate of Middle-earth.

3. Aragorn, the noble ranger, is depicted as Aragorn, who seems less
interested in heroism and more in complaining about his responsibilities.



4. Legolas, the elf, is given a completely absurd persona, emphasizing the
silliness of the 'super-cool' character archetype.

5. Gollum, named Gollum, retains his obsession with the Ring but is often
seen engaging in ridiculous antics.

Other Notable Characters

Aside from the primary characters, the parody also includes an array of
supporting figures, such as:

- Sauron, who is humorously depicted as a bureaucratic villain.

- Saruman, portrayed as a scheming rival with a penchant for over-the-top
monologues.

- The Ringwraiths, who are shown as inept and comically incompetent.

Key Themes and Satirical Elements

"Bored of the Rings" is rich in satire, poking fun at various themes and
tropes prevalent in fantasy literature and Tolkien's work specifically.

The Nature of Heroism

One of the central themes explored in the parody is the concept of heroism.
The characters often exhibit a lack of traditional heroic qualities,
showcasing:

- Reluctance: Frodo's reluctance to undertake the quest highlights the
absurdity of the hero's journey.

- Self-Interest: Characters are frequently depicted as self-serving,
undermining the grand notions of sacrifice and bravery that are typical in
epic narratives.

Fantasy Tropes and Clichés

The parody also targets common tropes found in fantasy literature, including:

- Epic Quests: The quest to destroy the Ring is treated with a sense of
absurdity, mocking the seriousness with which such journeys are often
portrayed.

- Magical Artifacts: The One Ring is playfully reimagined, emphasizing its
mundane aspects rather than its mythical significance.



Social Commentary

Beyond literary satire, "Bored of the Rings" offers social commentary on
various aspects of modern life, including:

- Consumerism: The obsession with the Ring can be seen as a metaphor for
materialism and the pursuit of power.

- Bureaucracy: The portrayal of Sauron as a bureaucratic figure satirizes the
inefficiencies and absurdities often found in government and organizational
structures.

The Influence of "Bored of the Rings"

Since its publication, "Bored of the Rings" has left a lasting impact on both
the parody genre and the broader cultural landscape. Its influence can be
seen in various forms of media and literature, including:

1. Subsequent Parodies: Many authors and creators have drawn inspiration from
the Lampoon's style, leading to a proliferation of parodic works across
genres.

2. Pop Culture References: The book has been referenced in television, film,
and other forms of entertainment, further embedding it into the fabric of
popular culture.

3. Academic Interest: Scholars have examined "Bored of the Rings" as a
significant work of parody, analyzing its themes, structure, and cultural
relevance.

Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, "Bored of the Rings" received mixed reviews, with some
praising its humor and creativity, while others criticized it for being
overly irreverent. Nevertheless, it quickly gained a cult following, and its
popularity endures today.

Critical Acclaim

Many readers appreciate the book for its clever wordplay and humorous
illustrations, which enhance the comedic experience. Its ability to dissect
and ridicule the tropes of the fantasy genre has endeared it to fans of
parody and satire alike.



Cultural Significance

"Bored of the Rings" can be seen as a precursor to later satirical works,

such as Terry Pratchett's “Discworld” series, which similarly blend humor

with fantasy. Its legacy continues to influence new generations of writers
and comedians, cementing its place in literary history.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Bored of the Rings" stands as a remarkable work of parody
that not only entertains but also provokes thought about the nature of
heroism, the absurdities of fantasy literature, and societal norms. Through
its clever satire and humorous reinterpretation of Tolkien's beloved
characters and themes, The Harvard Lampoon created a timeless piece that
remains relevant in discussions about literature and culture. Its ability to
blend humor with social commentary ensures that "Bored of the Rings" will
continue to captivate audiences for years to come, reminding us all to not
take our favorite stories too seriously.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bored of the Rings' about?

'Bored of the Rings' is a humorous parody of J.R.R. Tolkien's 'The Lord of
the Rings,' created by the Harvard Lampoon. It satirizes the epic fantasy
genre and Tolkien's work, presenting a comedic and absurd narrative.

Who wrote 'Bored of the Rings'?

‘Bored of the Rings' was written by members of the Harvard Lampoon,
specifically Henry N. Beard and Douglas C. Kenney, who were known for their
comedic writing.

How does 'Bored of the Rings' differ from the
original 'The Lord of the Rings'?

'Bored of the Rings' employs humor, parody, and absurdity to critique and
poke fun at the characters, plot, and themes of Tolkien's original work,
often exaggerating elements for comedic effect.

When was 'Bored of the Rings' first published?

'‘Bored of the Rings' was first published in 1969, capitalizing on the growing
popularity of Tolkien's work during that time.



What is the significance of the title 'Bored of the
Rings'?

The title 'Bored of the Rings' plays on the original title 'The Lord of the
Rings' while suggesting a sense of ennui and humor, indicating that the story
may be tedious or overly long, which is a common trope in parody.

Are there any notable characters in 'Bored of the
Rings'?

Yes, 'Bored of the Rings' features parodied versions of well-known characters
from Tolkien's saga, such as 'Frodo Baggins' becoming 'Frito Bugger' and
'Gandalf' as 'Gandalf the Gray.'

What themes are explored in 'Bored of the Rings'?

'Bored of the Rings' explores themes of absurdity, the triviality of epic
quests, and the humorous side of fantasy tropes, often highlighting the
ridiculousness of serious storytelling.

How has 'Bored of the Rings' been received by
readers?

'Bored of the Rings' has been generally well-received as a classic parody,
appreciated for its clever humor and entertaining take on Tolkien's work,
though it may not resonate with all fans of the original.

Has 'Bored of the Rings' influenced other parodies?

Yes, 'Bored of the Rings' has paved the way for other literary and cinematic
parodies in the fantasy genre, influencing how humor can be integrated into
epic narratives.

Is 'Bored of the Rings' still relevant today?

‘Bored of the Rings' continues to be relevant as it relates to ongoing
discussions about parody, adaptation, and the cultural impact of Tolkien's
works, making it a staple in comedic literature.
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