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Bombs Away: A History of the 70th Bombardment Squadron M in Early World War
II

The 70th Bombardment Squadron M, a vital unit of the United States Army Air
Forces (USAAF), played a crucial role during the early years of World War II.
Established during a time of global turmoil, the squadron quickly adapted to
the challenges of aerial warfare, contributing significantly to both the
Pacific and European theaters. This article delves into the history,
operations, and impact of the 70th Bombardment Squadron M from its inception
to the end of the early war period.

Formation and Early Years

The 70th Bombardment Squadron M was constituted on March 28, 1941, as part of
the 38th Bombardment Group, which was stationed at Fort Douglas, Utah.
Initially assigned to the B-17 Flying Fortress, the squadron's mission
focused on strategic bombing operations, reconnaissance, and support for
ground forces.

Transition to the Pacific Theater

With the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the strategic landscape
changed dramatically. The squadron was reallocated to the Pacific Theater,
where its capabilities would be put to the test against Japanese forces.

- December 1941 - March 1942: The squadron relocated to the Hawaiian Islands,
where it began training intensively.

- March 1942: Deployed to the Philippines to support the defense of American
and Filipino forces.

Combat Operations in the Pacific

Upon its arrival in the Philippines, the 70th Bombardment Squadron M faced
immediate combat challenges. The squadron's B-17s were crucial for conducting
bombing missions against Japanese naval and air forces.

Key Missions

1. Bombing of Japanese Naval Bases: The squadron executed several bombing



raids against Japanese installations in the region, aiming to disrupt supply
lines and military operations.

2. Support for Ground Troops: The squadron provided air support to Allied
ground troops engaged in fierce battles against Japanese forces, including
the defense of Bataan and Corregidor.

3. Evacuation Operations: As the situation deteriorated, the squadron
participated in the evacuation of personnel and critical supplies from the
Philippines to Australia.

Challenges Faced

The 70th Bombardment Squadron M faced numerous challenges during its
operations in the Pacific:

- Limited Resources: The squadron often operated with insufficient aircraft
and munitions, which hampered its effectiveness.

- Enemy Air Superiority: Japanese forces had established air superiority,
making missions increasingly perilous.

- Logistical Difficulties: Supply chain issues made it difficult to maintain
aircraft and support personnel in the combat zone.

The Fall of the Philippines

Despite their valiant efforts, the situation in the Philippines became
increasingly dire. By April 1942, Japanese forces had overwhelmed the
combined American and Filipino defenses, leading to the fall of Bataan and
Corregidor.

Aftermath and Evacuation

Following the fall of the Philippines, the squadron faced a significant
setback. Many personnel were captured or killed, and the remaining members
were forced to regroup and adapt to a new operational environment.

- Relocation to Australia: Surviving members of the squadron were evacuated
to Australia, where they would continue their operations against Japanese
forces in the region.

- Reformation and Reintegration: The squadron was reformed with new personnel

and aircraft in Australia, allowing it to resume its bombing campaigns
against Japanese positions.

Transition to the European Theater



While the squadron's initial combat experience was rooted in the Pacific, the
needs of the war effort soon saw it transferred to the European Theater.

Strategic Bombing Campaign

In mid-1943, the 70th Bombardment Squadron M was assigned to the 8th Air
Force, where it participated in the strategic bombing campaign against Nazi
Germany.

Missions in Europe

1. Bombing of Industrial Targets: The squadron focused on key industrial
targets, including factories, railroads, and supply depots, aimed at
crippling the German war machine.

2. Support for Ground Forces: The squadron provided air support during major
operations, including the D-Day invasion of Normandy in June 1944.

3. Precision Bombing: The squadron honed its skills in precision bombing
techniques, targeting enemy infrastructure and minimizing civilian
casualties.

Challenges in Europe

The transition to the European Theater presented its own set of challenges
for the 70th Bombardment Squadron M:

- Adverse Weather Conditions: The squadron faced unpredictable weather, which
often complicated mission planning and execution.

- Increased Enemy Defenses: German anti-aircraft artillery and fighter planes
posed significant threats during bombing runs.

- High Casualty Rates: As missions intensified, the squadron experienced
higher casualty rates, necessitating constant reinforcements.

Legacy and Impact

The 70th Bombardment Squadron M's contributions during the early years of
World War II were significant. The squadron's evolution from a Pacific-based
unit to a key player in the European theater exemplifies the adaptability and
resilience of American air forces during the conflict.

Honors and Recognition

Throughout its service, the squadron received numerous commendations for its
bravery and effectiveness:

- Distinguished Unit Citation: Recognized for extraordinary heroism in action
against the enemy.
- Air Medals: Awarded to individual crew members for meritorious achievement



in aerial flight.
Influence on Future Air Warfare

The experiences of the 70th Bombardment Squadron M during World War II
influenced future strategies in air warfare:

- Development of Strategic Bombing Doctrine: The lessons learned from their
missions helped shape the USAAF's strategic bombing doctrine in subsequent
conflicts.

- Integration of New Technologies: The squadron's operations encouraged the
adoption of new technologies, including improved aircraft and precision
bombing techniques.

Conclusion

The history of the 70th Bombardment Squadron M is a testament to the bravery
and determination of American airmen during the early years of World War II.
From its formation and initial operations in the Pacific Theater to its
critical role in the European bombing campaigns, the squadron exemplified the
spirit of adaptability and resilience that characterized the USAAF. As the
war progressed, the lessons learned and experiences gained by the 70th
Bombardment Squadron M would continue to shape air warfare for years to come,
leaving a lasting legacy in military history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary role of the 70th Bombardment
Squadron during early World War II?

The primary role of the 70th Bombardment Squadron during early World War II
was to conduct strategic bombing missions and support ground troops by
targeting enemy infrastructure and supply lines.

How did the tactics of the 70th Bombardment Squadron
evolve throughout the war?

The tactics of the 70th Bombardment Squadron evolved to incorporate more
precision bombing techniques, increased use of formations, and improved
coordination with other military branches as the war progressed.

What types of aircraft did the 70th Bombardment



Squadron utilize in early World War II?

In early World War II, the 70th Bombardment Squadron primarily utilized B-17
Flying Fortresses and B-24 Liberators for their bombing missions.

Can you describe a significant mission undertaken by
the 70th Bombardment Squadron during their service?

One significant mission undertaken by the 70th Bombardment Squadron was the
bombing of strategic enemy installations in the Pacific Theater, which played
a crucial role in disrupting supply lines and weakening enemy defenses.

What challenges did the 70th Bombardment Squadron
face during their operations in early World War II?

The 70th Bombardment Squadron faced numerous challenges including heavy enemy
anti-aircraft fire, mechanical issues with aircraft, and the need for
effective navigation in unfamiliar territories.
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