bmw 535 5351 m5351 1985 1988 service
repair manual

BMW 535 535i M535i 1985 1988 Service Repair Manual is a crucial resource for
enthusiasts and mechanics alike who are dedicated to maintaining and
restoring these classic vehicles. The BMW 5 Series, particularly the models
produced between 1985 and 1988, represents a significant evolution in
automotive engineering and design. This article will delve into the details
of the BMW 535, 535i, and M535i, outlining their specifications, common
issues, and the importance of having a reliable service repair manual for
these models.

Overview of the BMW 535 Series (1985-1988)

The BMW 535 series, including the 535i and M535i, emerged during a
transformative period in the automotive industry. These models are part of
the E28 generation of the 5 Series, which was produced from 1981 to 1988. The
E28 is celebrated for its blend of performance, luxury, and practicality,
making it a popular choice among car enthusiasts.

Key Specifications

The BMW 535 and its variants were equipped with a variety of innovative
features and specifications that set them apart from their contemporaries.
Here are some of the key specifications:

1. Engine Options:

- BMW 535: Powered by a 3.4-liter inline-six engine (M30), producing
approximately 182 horsepower.

- BMW 535i: Featured the same engine but tuned for slightly higher
performance, yielding around 188 horsepower.

- BMW M535i: A sportier variant equipped with a more powerful version of the
M30 engine, delivering up to 218 horsepower.

2. Transmission:
- Available with both a 4-speed automatic and a 5-speed manual transmission,
allowing drivers to choose between convenience and sportiness.

3. Performance:

- 0-60 mph times ranged from 7.5 to 9 seconds, depending on the version and
transmission choice.

- Top speeds were around 130 mph for the 535i and M535i variants.

4., Dimensions:



- Length: Approximately 4,740 mm
- Width: Approximately 1,700 mm
- Height: Approximately 1,410 mm
- Wheelbase: 2,700 mm

Common Issues with the BMW 535, 5351, and M535i

While the BMW 535 series is known for its durability and engineering
excellence, certain issues may arise as these vehicles age. Common problems
include:

e Electrical Problems: Aging electrical systems can lead to various
issues, including malfunctioning windows, lights, and dashboard
indicators.

e Cooling System Failures: The cooling system is critical for engine
longevity. Components such as the radiator, water pump, and hoses may
deteriorate over time, leading to overheating.

e Fuel System Issues: Problems with the fuel injectors, fuel pump, or fuel
lines can affect engine performance and efficiency.

e Suspension Wear: With age, bushings, shocks, and struts may wear out,
impacting handling and ride quality.

e Body Corrosion: Rust can develop, especially in areas prone to moisture,
necessitating careful inspection and maintenance.

Importance of a Service Repair Manual

A comprehensive service repair manual is invaluable for anyone owning a BMW
535, 535i, or M535i from 1985 to 1988. Here’s why:

1. Detailed Maintenance Procedures

The service manual provides step-by-step instructions for routine maintenance
tasks, including oil changes, brake inspections, and filter replacements.
This ensures that owners can keep their vehicles in optimal condition.



2. Troubleshooting Guides

In the event of a malfunction, the manual offers diagnostic information and
troubleshooting steps. This can help identify issues before they escalate,
saving time and repair costs.

3. Diagrams and Schematics

The manual typically includes detailed diagrams and schematics of the
vehicle’s systems, such as electrical wiring, engine components, and
suspension layouts. These resources are essential for both amateur mechanics
and professional technicians.

4. Replacement Parts Information

A service repair manual often includes specifications for replacement parts,
including part numbers and recommended brands. This information is crucial
for sourcing the right components, ensuring compatibility and reliability.

5. Safety Guidelines

Performing maintenance and repairs on a vehicle can pose safety risks. A
service manual outlines safety protocols to follow when working on the car,
helping to prevent accidents and injuries.

Obtaining a Service Repair Manual

For those looking to acquire a service repair manual for the BMW 535, 535i,
or M535i, several options are available:

1. Official BMW Dealerships: Authorized BMW dealers can provide original
service manuals, which may be more comprehensive and accurate.

2. Online Retailers: Websites like Amazon or eBay often have manuals
available for purchase, both in print and digital formats.

3. Automotive Repair Websites: Many websites specialize in providing repair
manuals and resources for classic cars. These can be a valuable source

of information.

4. Forums and Community Groups: Online forums dedicated to BMW enthusiasts



may have downloadable manuals or members willing to share their
resources.

Conclusion

The BMW 535, 535i, and M535i models produced between 1985 and 1988 are
revered for their performance, craftsmanship, and timeless design. Owning one
of these classic vehicles comes with the responsibility of proper maintenance
and care. A BMW 535 535i M535i 1985 1988 service repair manual is not only a
valuable tool for routine upkeep but also a lifeline for troubleshooting and
repairs. With the right manual, owners can ensure their BMW remains a
reliable and enjoyable driving experience for years to come. Whether you are
a seasoned mechanic or a DIY enthusiast, having this resource on hand is
essential for navigating the complexities of these iconic vehicles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What type of engine does the 1985-1988 BMW 535i
have?

The 1985-1988 BMW 535i is equipped with a 3.4-liter inline-six engine.

Is the M535i model different from the standard 53517

Yes, the M535i features sportier tuning, a more powerful engine, and enhanced
suspension components compared to the standard 535i.

Where can I find the service repair manual for the
1985-1988 BMW 535 models?

The service repair manual can typically be found online through BMW
enthusiast forums, specialty auto repair websites, or purchased from
automotive bookstores.

What are common issues faced by the BMW 535 and
M535i from 1985-19887?

Common issues include electrical problems, fuel system leaks, and aging
rubber components such as hoses and seals.



How often should I service my 1985 BMW 535i?

It's recommended to follow the manufacturer's guidelines, typically
performing oil changes every 5,000 miles and checking other fluids and
components regularly.

What is the significance of the M badge in BMW
models like the M535i?

The M badge signifies a sportier and more performance-oriented version of the
standard model, featuring enhancements in engine performance, handling, and
design.

Can I perform my own repairs on a 1985 BMW 535i
using the service manual?

Yes, the service manual provides detailed instructions and specifications,
making it possible for DIY enthusiasts to perform their own repairs, provided
they have the necessary tools and skills.

What type of transmission options were available for
the 1985-1988 BMW 53517

The 1985-1988 BMW 535i offered both a 5-speed manual transmission and a 4-
speed automatic transmission option.

Are there specific maintenance tips for the BMW
M535i?

Yes, regular maintenance should include checking and replacing the engine
oil, inspecting the cooling system, and ensuring the suspension components
are in good condition due to the performance focus of the M535i.
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