
blow blow thou winter wind john rutter

Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind John Rutter is a choral composition that has captured the hearts of audiences
and performers alike. Composed by the esteemed British composer John Rutter, this piece is part of his larger
choral work, "When Icicles Hang," which features a selection of texts by William Shakespeare. Rutter is
known for his ability to blend traditional choral styles with contemporary harmonies, making his works
accessible and enjoyable for both singers and listeners. This article delves into the background of the piece, its
musical characteristics, its place within Rutter's oeuvre, and the broader context of choral music.

Background of the Composition

John Rutter: A Brief Biography

John Rutter was born on September 24, 1945, in London, England. From an early age, he displayed a keen interest
in music, studying at the Highgate School and later at Clare College, Cambridge. Rutter's career has spanned
over several decades, during which he has become one of the most prolific composers of choral music in the
contemporary classical genre. His works are often characterized by their lyrical melodies, rich harmonies, and
an innate understanding of choral textures.

Rutter's compositions often draw on traditional forms while incorporating modern elements. He has worked
extensively with various choral groups, and his music has been performed worldwide. Rutter's ability to
communicate emotion through music has made his works perennial favorites in church services, concerts, and
educational settings.

The Text and Its Origin

"Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind" is taken from Shakespeare's play "As You Like It," specifically from a
monologue delivered by the character of Duke Senior. The text expresses themes of nature, the harshness of
winter, and the idea of fate and fortune. The excerpt reflects on the bitterness of life, yet it also hints at
resilience and the acceptance of life's trials.

Rutter chose this text for its vivid imagery and emotional depth, which he masterfully translates into music.
The piece is set for a four-part choir and is often accompanied by a piano or small orchestral ensemble,
allowing the text to shine through the choral writing.

Musical Characteristics

Structure of the Piece

"Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind" is structured in a way that allows the text to guide the music. The piece is
typically divided into several sections, with varying dynamics and textures that reflect the changing moods of
the text. The following elements are key to its structure:

1. Opening Section: The piece begins softly, capturing the stillness of winter. The choral voices enter in a
delicate manner, setting the scene for the text.

2. Contrasting Middle Section: As the text shifts to more intense emotions, the music becomes more dynamic.



Rutter employs rich harmonies and layered vocal lines to evoke the harshness of winter.

3. Climactic Moments: Throughout the piece, there are moments of climax that correspond with the text's
emotional peaks. Rutter's use of dynamics and rhythm here creates a powerful impact.

4. Closing Section: The piece resolves gently, returning to a reflective state. This closing mirrors the
acceptance of life's challenges, echoing the sentiments expressed in the text.

Harmonic Language and Style

Rutter's harmonic language in "Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind" is a hallmark of his style. His use of modal
harmonies, unexpected chord progressions, and rich dissonances creates a sense of depth and complexity. Key
features of Rutter's harmonic style include:

- Modal Interchange: Rutter frequently shifts between major and minor modes, adding emotional nuance to the
music.
- Extended Harmonies: The use of seventh, ninth, and even eleventh chords adds richness to the choral texture.
- Counterpoint: Rutter employs counterpoint effectively, allowing different vocal lines to interact and weave
together, creating a tapestry of sound.

The overall effect is one of warmth and beauty, making the piece both accessible to performers and moving for
audiences.

Rutter's Place in Choral Music

Influence and Contributions

John Rutter's contributions to choral music cannot be overstated. He has composed a vast repertoire that
encompasses a variety of styles, and his works are performed regularly in concert halls, churches, and
educational settings. Rutter's influence can be seen in several key areas:

1. Choral Education: Many of Rutter's pieces are used in choral education, helping young singers develop their
skills while enjoying beautiful music. "Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind" is often included in choral anthologies
for school and community choirs.

2. Liturgical Music: Rutter has composed numerous anthems and settings for worship, making him a prominent
figure in church music. His works are frequently performed during religious services, particularly around
Christmas and Easter.

3. Collaborations with Choirs: Rutter has collaborated with many prestigious choirs, including the Cambridge
Singers, which he founded. His work with these ensembles has helped to elevate the standard of choral
performance.

Reception and Legacy

"Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind" has received widespread acclaim since its publication. It is regarded as one of
Rutter's signature pieces and exemplifies his ability to blend traditional choral writing with contemporary
sensibilities. The piece is frequently performed and recorded, with various interpretations by different choirs
around the world.

Rutter's legacy as a composer is secure, as his music continues to resonate with audiences and performers. His



ability to capture the essence of the human experience through music ensures that his works will remain
relevant for generations to come.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind John Rutter is a remarkable choral composition that showcases
the artistry of one of the most celebrated composers of our time. Through its evocative text, rich harmonies,
and masterful structure, the piece encapsulates the beauty and challenges of life. Rutter's contributions to
choral music have profoundly impacted the genre, and "Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind" stands as a testament
to his enduring legacy. As choirs continue to explore Rutter's works, audiences will be treated to the
emotional depth and beauty that his music brings, ensuring that his influence will be felt for many years to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind' by John Rutter?

It is a choral arrangement by John Rutter of a song from Shakespeare's play 'As You Like It', which expresses
themes of nature and the human condition.

What are the main themes presented in 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind'?

The main themes include the harshness of winter, the fleeting nature of life, and the resilience of the human spirit.

What type of ensemble performs 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind'?

The piece is typically performed by a mixed choir, often accompanied by piano or orchestra.

In what context was 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind' composed?

John Rutter composed this piece as part of his collection of choral works that often draw from classical
literature and themes.

How does Rutter's arrangement differ from the original Shakespeare text?

Rutter's arrangement enhances the lyrical quality through musical interpretation, adding harmonies and
dynamics that bring the text to life.

When was 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind' first performed?

The choral work was first performed in the late 20th century, as part of Rutter's growing repertoire of
choral compositions.

What is the significance of the title 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind'?

The title reflects the bitter and cold nature of winter, which serves as a metaphor for life's challenges and the
trials faced by individuals.



Who is John Rutter and why is he significant in choral music?

John Rutter is a renowned British composer and conductor, known for his contributions to choral music,
particularly his accessible and engaging arrangements.

What style of music is 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind' associated with?

The piece is associated with contemporary classical music, particularly in the genre of choral works that
blend traditional and modern elements.

Can 'Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind' be performed by amateur choirs?

Yes, the piece is often performed by amateur choirs due to its approachable vocal lines and engaging musicality.
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