bloody bloody andrew jackson script

Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson Script is a captivating and audacious musical that
explores the life and legacy of one of America's most controversial presidents, Andrew
Jackson. The show, which melds historical events with modern sensibilities, uses a rock
musical format to tell its story, making it appealing to a wide audience. Written by Alex
Timbers with music and lyrics by Michael Friedman, "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson"
debuted in 2009 and has since gained a cult following. This article delves into the script,
themes, characters, historical context, and the impact of this provocative work.

Overview of the Musical

"Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is set against the backdrop of the early 19th century, a
period of significant transformation in American politics and society. The musical presents
Andrew Jackson as a larger-than-life character, often embodying both the heroism and the
flaws of a man who would go on to shape the nation’s future.

Plot Summary

The plot follows Jackson’s rise from humble beginnings to the presidency and explores his
complex personality and controversial policies. The narrative is woven with elements of
satire and dark humor, showcasing Jackson's battles against the political elite and his
relentless pursuit of power.

Key plot points include:

1. Early Life: The musical opens with Jackson’s troubled childhood and the loss of his family,
setting the tone for his rugged individualism.

2. Political Rise: As Jackson enters politics, he challenges the status quo, rallying support
from the common folk.

3. Presidency: His presidency is marked by significant events, including the Indian Removal
Act, which forced Native Americans from their lands.

4. Legacy: The show questions what it means to be a hero and how history remembers its
leaders, culminating in a reflection on Jackson's impact on American society.

Characters

"Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to
the narrative's depth and complexity. Some of the key figures include:

- Andrew Jackson: The protagonist, portrayed as a passionate and flawed leader, whose
desire for power often leads to morally questionable decisions.

- Rachel Jackson: Andrew's wife, who represents the personal sacrifices behind his political
ambitions.



- John C. Calhoun: The vice president who becomes a rival, embodying political opposition.
- Martin Van Buren: Jackson's ally and political strategist, providing comic relief while
navigating the political landscape.

- Various Ensemble Characters: Representing different facets of society, from Native
Americans to political opponents, who help illustrate the broader implications of Jackson's
actions.

Thematic Elements

The themes of "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" are both timely and timeless, resonating
with contemporary audiences while rooted in historical context.

Populism vs. Elitism

One of the central themes of the musical is the tension between populism and elitism.
Jackson’s rise to power is depicted as a rebellion against a corrupt political system,
emphasizing the voice of the common man. This theme reflects ongoing discussions in
American politics about representation and the influence of the elite.

Heroism and Morality

The musical challenges the notion of heroism by presenting Jackson as an anti-hero. His
violent methods and decisions, particularly concerning Native American displacement,

provoke questions about the morality of leadership. The script encourages audiences to
reflect on the complexities of historical figures and the moral ambiguity of their actions.

Identity and Legacy

"Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" also explores themes of identity, both personal and
national. Jackson’s quest for self-identity parallels the young nation’s struggle for its own
identity. The musical ultimately questions how history shapes our understanding of legacy,
urging audiences to reconsider what makes a leader worthy of admiration.

Musical Style and Script Analysis

The style of "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is characterized by its energetic rock score
and irreverent tone. The music is a blend of rock, folk, and traditional musical theater,
creating a unique sound that complements the bold narrative.



Song Highlights

The score includes several standout numbers that encapsulate the show’s themes and
character motivations:

- "Populism, Yeah!": A rousing anthem that captures Jackson’s populist ideals and his
disdain for the political elite.

- "The Hunters of Kentucky": A comical retelling of Jackson’s military exploits, showcasing
the absurdity of war and heroism.

- "I'm Not That Guy": A poignant moment where Jackson grapples with his identity and the
expectations placed upon him as a leader.

- "The Ballad of Andrew Jackson": A reflective piece that underscores the tragic aspects of
Jackson’s life and the consequences of his decisions.

Script Structure

The script is structured to balance humor with gravity, utilizing an anachronistic approach
that allows for modern language and references. This stylistic choice serves to engage
contemporary audiences while providing commentary on historical events.

Key structural elements include:

- Breaking the Fourth Wall: Characters often address the audience directly, creating an
intimate and engaging atmosphere.

- Interspersed Humor: The use of satire and comedy helps to alleviate the weight of the
serious themes, making the material accessible.

- Dramatic Irony: The audience is often aware of the historical consequences of Jackson’s
actions, creating tension as they witness his choices unfold.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is essential for
appreciating its significance. Andrew Jackson was a pivotal figure in American history,
serving as the seventh President from 1829 to 1837. His policies, particularly regarding
Native Americans and his approach to governance, have sparked intense debate among
historians and scholars.

Jackson’s Presidency

- Indian Removal Act (1830): This controversial policy led to the forced relocation of
thousands of Native Americans, an event known as the Trail of Tears.

- Bank War: Jackson’s battle against the Second Bank of the United States exemplified his
populist approach and distrust of centralized financial power.

- Expansion of Democracy: Jackson is often credited with expanding democratic



participation, yet his legacy is marred by the exclusion of marginalized groups.

Modern Relevance

The themes and questions raised in "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" resonate with
contemporary political discourse. Issues of populism, the morality of leadership, and the
examination of historical figures are as relevant today as they were in Jackson's time. The
show serves as a reminder of the complexities of history and the continuous evolution of
American identity.

Conclusion

"Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is a daring and thought-provoking musical that challenges
audiences to confront the legacy of one of America's most polarizing presidents. Through
its engaging narrative, memorable music, and sharp commentary, the show encourages
reflection on the nature of heroism and the moral implications of leadership. As it blends
history with modern sensibilities, "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" remains a significant
work, prompting discussions about the past and its relevance in contemporary society.
Whether viewed as a critique, a celebration, or a complex mixture of both, the script
continues to captivate and provoke thought, ensuring its place in the canon of American
musical theater.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is '‘Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' about?

'‘Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' is a rock musical that presents a satirical and fictionalized
account of the life of Andrew Jackson, the seventh President of the United States, focusing
on his rise to power, controversial policies, and his complex legacy.

Who wrote the music and lyrics for '‘Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson'?

The music and lyrics for 'Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' were written by Michael Friedman,
with the book co-written by Alex Timbers and Michael Friedman.

What themes are explored in 'Bloody Bloody Andrew
Jackson'?

The musical explores themes such as populism, American identity, the moral ambiguity of
leadership, and the consequences of political ambition, all wrapped in a humorous and
irreverent tone.



How was 'Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' received by
critics?

'‘Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' received mixed to positive reviews from critics, praised for
its innovative style and energetic performances, but also critiqued for its historical
inaccuracies and irreverence towards serious subjects.

When did '‘Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' premiere on
Broadway?

'‘Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' premiered on Broadway on October 13, 2010, and ran until
January 2, 2011.

Is 'Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' suitable for all
audiences?

'‘Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' contains mature themes and language, making it more
suitable for older teens and adults, rather than younger audiences.
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