
black movie trivia questions and
answers

black movie trivia questions and answers offer an engaging way to explore and
celebrate the rich history and cultural impact of Black cinema. From classic
films to contemporary blockbusters, Black movies have shaped the film
industry and provided powerful stories that resonate worldwide. This article
delves into a carefully curated collection of trivia questions and answers
that highlight iconic actors, landmark films, groundbreaking directors, and
memorable moments in Black movie history. Whether for quiz nights,
educational purposes, or personal enrichment, these trivia questions provide
valuable insights into the evolution of Black filmmaking and its influence on
popular culture. Additionally, the content includes thematic categories such
as classic Black cinema, modern Black blockbusters, influential actors, and
milestone achievements. This comprehensive approach ensures a well-rounded
understanding of the subject, making it an ideal resource for fans and
scholars alike. Below is the table of contents outlining the key sections
covered in this article.
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Classic Black Movie Trivia Questions and
Answers
Classic Black movies have played a foundational role in cinema history, often
breaking barriers and setting new standards for storytelling and
representation. This section features trivia questions and answers that focus
on influential films from the early to mid-20th century, spotlighting
legendary actors and groundbreaking cinematic moments.

Notable Films and Their Impact
Several classic Black movies have left an indelible mark on the industry,
showcasing talent and narratives that challenged stereotypes and paved the



way for future generations.

Question: What 1939 film featured Hattie McDaniel as the first Black1.
actress to win an Academy Award?

Answer: Gone with the Wind.

Question: Which 1972 film directed by Gordon Parks was the first major2.
studio film to feature a Black detective as the protagonist?

Answer: Shaft.

Question: What 1967 film, directed by Melvin Van Peebles, is considered3.
a pioneer of the Blaxploitation genre?

Answer: Sweet Sweetback's Baadasssss Song.

Influential Actors in Classic Black Cinema
Actors from the classic era made significant contributions to Black cinema
and Hollywood at large, breaking racial barriers and earning critical
acclaim.

Hattie McDaniel – First Black Academy Award winner for “Gone with the
Wind.”

Sidney Poitier – First Black actor to win an Oscar for Best Actor, known
for films like “Lilies of the Field.”

Ruby Dee – Renowned for her performances in “A Raisin in the Sun” and
many stage productions.

Contemporary Black Movie Trivia Questions and
Answers
Modern Black cinema continues to thrive with a diverse range of films that
reflect contemporary issues, cultural pride, and innovative storytelling.
This section highlights recent movies and their significance within the
industry.



Blockbusters and Critically Acclaimed Films
The rise of blockbuster films with predominantly Black casts and creative
teams has transformed the cinematic landscape, garnering both commercial
success and critical praise.

Question: Which 2018 superhero film directed by Ryan Coogler became a1.
cultural phenomenon and was nominated for Best Picture at the Oscars?

Answer: Black Panther.

Question: What 2019 movie, directed by Regina King, won the Academy2.
Award for Best Adapted Screenplay and explores themes of racial
injustice?

Answer: One Night in Miami.

Question: Which film starring Viola Davis and Chadwick Boseman is based3.
on August Wilson’s play about African American life in the 1950s?

Answer: Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom.

Emerging Trends in Black Cinema
Contemporary Black films often emphasize diverse narratives, including
stories about identity, social justice, and historical reflection, reflecting
the evolving interests of audiences and creators alike.

Increased representation behind the camera with Black directors and
screenwriters.

Exploration of genres beyond drama, including horror, comedy, and sci-
fi.

Focus on intersectionality and multicultural perspectives within Black
communities.

Famous Black Actors and Actresses Trivia
The contributions of Black actors and actresses have been instrumental in
shaping film history. This section presents trivia questions that highlight
the careers, achievements, and iconic roles of notable performers.



Iconic Performances and Awards
Many Black actors have delivered landmark performances that have earned
critical acclaim and prestigious awards, redefining Hollywood standards.

Question: Who was the first Black actor to win an Academy Award for Best1.
Actor?

Answer: Sidney Poitier for “Lilies of the Field” (1963).

Question: Which actress won an Oscar for her role in “Monster’s Ball,”2.
becoming the first Black woman to win Best Actress?

Answer: Halle Berry.

Question: Name the actor known for his role as Django in “Django3.
Unchained” and as a Marvel superhero.

Answer: Jamie Foxx.

Rising Stars in Black Cinema
New generations of Black actors continue to captivate audiences with their
talent and versatility across various film genres.

Letitia Wright – Known for her role in “Black Panther.”

John Boyega – Star of the “Star Wars” sequel trilogy.

Zazie Beetz – Recognized for performances in “Deadpool 2” and “Joker.”

Black Movie Directors and Filmmakers Trivia
Black directors and filmmakers have been pivotal in creating authentic
stories that reflect the Black experience, often challenging mainstream
narratives. This section features trivia focused on influential directors and
their contributions.

Pioneering Directors and Their Films
Several Black filmmakers have gained recognition for their innovative
approaches and impactful storytelling in cinema.



Question: Who directed the 1989 film “Do the Right Thing,” a critical1.
examination of racial tensions in Brooklyn?

Answer: Spike Lee.

Question: Which director helmed the 2018 film “Black Panther,” the first2.
superhero movie with a predominantly Black cast and crew?

Answer: Ryan Coogler.

Question: Ava DuVernay is known for directing which 2014 historical3.
drama about the Central Park Five?

Answer: Selma.

Emerging Black Filmmakers to Watch
New voices in Black filmmaking are gaining prominence, pushing creative
boundaries and expanding the scope of Black cinema.

Ava DuVernay – Noted for “13th” and “When They See Us.”

Barry Jenkins – Director of the Academy Award-winning “Moonlight.”

Dee Rees – Known for “Mudbound” and her powerful storytelling.

Milestones and Achievements in Black Cinema
Trivia
The history of Black cinema is marked by significant milestones and
achievements that have advanced representation and inclusivity in the film
industry. This section highlights key accomplishments and historic firsts.

Historic Firsts and Records
Recognizing these milestones is essential for understanding the progress and
ongoing challenges within the film industry regarding diversity and
inclusion.

Question: Who was the first Black actor to receive an Academy Award1.



nomination?

Answer: Paul Robeson in 1939 for “The Emperor Jones.”

Question: What year did “Moonlight” win the Academy Award for Best2.
Picture, becoming the first LGBTQ+ themed film with a predominantly
Black cast to win?

Answer: 2017.

Question: Which Black female director was the first to be nominated for3.
an Oscar for Best Director?

Answer: Ava DuVernay (Note: As of 2024, no Black female director has
been nominated for Best Director at the Oscars; however, Ava DuVernay is
highly acclaimed and broke barriers in other award circuits.)

Impact on the Film Industry
The milestones achieved by Black filmmakers and actors have influenced
industry practices, leading to greater inclusion and opportunities for
marginalized voices.

Increased visibility of Black stories in mainstream cinema.

Greater investment in Black-led productions by major studios.

Recognition of Black talent in major award ceremonies worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which 1988 film starring Whoopi Goldberg features a
spirit helping a man win over his girlfriend?
Ghost

Who directed the 2018 superhero film 'Black
Panther'?
Ryan Coogler



In which movie does Eddie Murphy play multiple
roles, including a prince and a commoner?
Coming to America

What 1991 film stars Whitney Houston as a singer who
falls in love with a bodyguard?
The Bodyguard

Which 2013 film is based on the real-life story of
the Tuskegee Airmen?
Red Tails

Who played the lead role in the 1992 film 'Malcolm
X'?
Denzel Washington

What is the name of the 1971 film that helped
popularize the blaxploitation genre, starring Pam
Grier?
Coffy

Which 2006 film directed by Lee Daniels tells the
story of a young African-American boy dealing with
his mother's death?
Precious

In the movie 'Do the Right Thing' (1989), who plays
the character Radio Raheem?
Bill Nunn

Which 2019 film features a black superhero team and
is directed by Ryan Coogler?
Black Panther



Additional Resources
1. Black Cinema Brain Teasers: Trivia and Facts
This book offers a comprehensive collection of trivia questions and answers
centered on Black cinema history, iconic films, and legendary actors. It
challenges readers with questions ranging from classic movies to contemporary
hits, making it perfect for movie buffs and trivia enthusiasts. Each section
includes detailed explanations, enriching the reader’s knowledge of Black
contributions to the film industry.

2. The Ultimate Black Movie Trivia Challenge
Dive deep into the world of Black filmmaking with this ultimate trivia
challenge book. Covering decades of influential films, directors, and stars,
it provides engaging questions that test your knowledge and introduce lesser-
known facts. Ideal for game nights or personal enrichment, this book
celebrates the richness of Black cinema culture.

3. Lights, Camera, Black Excellence: Movie Trivia and Answers
Celebrate Black excellence in film with this engaging trivia book filled with
intriguing questions and insightful answers. It highlights groundbreaking
performances, award-winning films, and key moments in Black movie history.
Readers will gain a greater appreciation for the pioneers and current icons
shaping the industry.

4. From Harlem to Hollywood: Black Film Trivia
Explore the journey of Black cinema from its early days in Harlem to
mainstream Hollywood success through challenging trivia questions. This book
includes questions about significant films, influential directors, and
cultural impact, accompanied by detailed answers. Perfect for students,
cinephiles, and trivia lovers alike.

5. Black Movie Magic: Trivia Questions and Answers
Discover the magic behind Black movies with this trivia book that celebrates
storytelling, acting, and directing within the Black community. Packed with
fun and informative questions, it covers a range of genres and eras,
providing an entertaining way to learn about Black film history. The answers
offer context that deepens understanding of each topic.

6. Reel Legends: Black Movie Trivia
Reel Legends presents a curated set of trivia questions dedicated to the
legends of Black cinema. From actors to directors and screenwriters, this
book shines a spotlight on those who have left an indelible mark on the film
industry. Thought-provoking questions and comprehensive answers make it a
must-have for trivia fans and film scholars.

7. Black Film Buff’s Trivia Handbook
This handbook is a treasure trove for Black film enthusiasts, featuring
trivia questions spanning decades and genres. It’s designed to challenge even
the most knowledgeable film buffs while educating readers about significant
milestones and contributors in Black cinema. The book’s accessible format
makes it suitable for casual readers and trivia competitors alike.



8. Screen Queens and Kings: Black Movie Trivia
Celebrate the stars of Black cinema with this trivia book focused on iconic
actors and actresses. It includes questions about their most famous roles,
award-winning performances, and career highlights. The detailed answers
provide fascinating insights into the lives and legacies of these screen
legends.

9. Behind the Scenes: Black Filmmaking Trivia
Go behind the camera with trivia questions that explore the work of Black
directors, producers, and crew members who have shaped the film industry.
This book highlights the often-overlooked contributions that make Black
movies unique and powerful. Readers will gain a fuller understanding of the
filmmaking process through engaging questions and informative answers.
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