BLACK HISTORY MONTH TIMELINE

BLACK HISTORY MONTH TIMELINE SERVES AS A CRUCIAL REMINDER OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS, STRUGGLES, AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF
AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. CELEBRATED EVERY FEBRUARY IN THE UNITED STATES, THIS MONTH-LONG
OBSERV ANCE HIGHLIGHTS KEY EVENTS AND FIGURES THAT HAVE SHAPED THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. UNDERSTANDING
THE TIMELINE OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH NOT ONLY ENRICHES OUR KNOWLEDGE BUT ALSO INSPIRES A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR
THE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL LEGACY OF BLACK AMERICANS.

ORIGINS OF BLAack HiIsTORY MONTH

BLACK HISTORY MONTH HAS ITS ROOTS IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. HERE ARE SOME KEY EVENTS THAT LED TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS IMPORTANT OBSERV ANCE:

e 1915: THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE AND HisTorY (ASALH) WAS FOUNDED BY
HISTORIAN CARTER G. W OODSON AND OTHER PROMINENT AFRICAN AMERICAN FIGURES. THIS ORGANIZATION AIMED TO
PROMOTE THE STUDY OF BLACK HISTORY AND CULTURE.

o 1926; CARTER G. WoobsoN INITIATED “NeGro HisTorY WEEK” DURING THE SECOND WEEK OF FEBRUARY TO
COINCIDE WITH THE BIRTHDAYS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND FREDERICK DOUGLASS. THIS WEEK WAS INTENDED TO
PROMOTE THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY.

o 1969: THe BLack UNITED STUDENTS AT KENT STATE UNIVERSITY PROPOSED THE EXPANSION OF NEGRO HISTORY
\W/EEK TO A MONTH, ADVOCATING FOR A MORE COMPREHENSIVE CELEBRATION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY.

o 1976: PRESIDENT GERALD FORD OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED BLACK HISTORY MONTH DURING THE UNITED STATES
BICENTENNIAL, URGING AMERICANS TO REFLECT ON THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS TO THE
NATION.

A Look AT SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN BLACK HISTORY MONTH

THE FOLLOWING TIMELINE OUTLINES SOME OF THE PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN BLACK HISTORY THAT ARE OFTEN HIGHLIGHTED DURING
BLAck HisTORY MONTH:

FEBRUARY 1

- 1960: Four AFRICAN AMERICAN COLLEGE STUDENTS STAGED A SIT-IN AT A SEGREGATED W OOLWORTH'S LUNCH COUNTER
IN GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA/ SPARKING NATIONWIDE PROTESTS AGAINST RACIAL SEGREGATION.

FEBRUARY 3

- 1870: HIrRAM REVELS BECAME THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO SERVE IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE, REPRESENTING
MissISSIPPI.

FeBrUARY &

- 1964: THe CiviL RIGHTS ACT WAS SIGNED INTO LAW, PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX,
OR NATIONAL ORIGIN.



FesrUARY 11

- 1990: THe BLACK HISTORY MONTH THEME FOR THAT YEAR WAS ANNOUNCED AS “THE BLACK W/ OMAN IN AMERICAN
CULTURE AND HISTORY,” FOCUSING ON THE IMPORTANCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN.

FesrUARY 21

- 1965: MaLcoLM X WAS ASSASSINATED IN NEW York CITY. HIS LIFE AND WORK HAVE HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON THE
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY.

FeBrRUARY 28

- 1970: THE FIRST BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION TOOK PLACE AT KENT STATE UNIVERSITY. THIS EVENT WAS
PIVOTAL IN ENCOURAGING OTHER INSTITUTIONS TO ADOPT SIMILAR PROGRAMS.

BLAack HisTorY MONTH THEMES

EAcH YEAR, BLACK HISTORY MONTH IS CHARACTERIZED BY A SPECIFIC THEME THAT REFLECTS ONGOING ISSUES AND
ACHIEVEMENTS WITHIN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY. SOME NOTABLE THEMES FROM RECENT YEARS INCLUDE:

2020: “AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE VOTE,” HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF VOTING RIGHTS AND PARTICIPATION
IN DEMOCRACY.

" "
e 2021: "BLAck FAMILY: REPRESENTATION, IDENTITY, AND DIVERSITY,” FOCUSING ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF BLACK
FAMILY STRUCTURES AND THEIR ROLE IN SHAPING IDENTITY.

" 1"
o 2022: "BLACK HEALTH AND WELLNESS," EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF HEALTH DISPARITIES AND WELLNESS IN THE
BLACK COMMUNITY.

e 2023: "BLACK RESISTANCE,” WHICH EXPLORES THE VARIOUS WAYS THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS HAVE RESISTED
OPPRESSION THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

IMPACT oF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

THE CELEBRATION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH HAS HAD A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON AMERICAN SOCIETY IN SEVERAL WAYS:

EDUCATIONAL AW ARENESS

- SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS UTILIZE THIS MONTH TO PROVIDE LESSONS AND RESOURCES RELATED TO BLACK
HISTORY. THIS HELPS STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE RICH HERITAGE AND STRUGGLES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.

CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

- LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUNITIES HOST EVENTS, LECTURES, AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS AIMED AT FOSTERING
DIALOGUE AROUND RACE AND DIVERSITY. THIS ENCOURAGES COMMUNITY BONDING AND A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF
MULTICULTURALISM.



HisTorICAL RECOGNITION

- BLACK HISTORY MONTH ENCOURAGES THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF HISTORICAL FIGURES AND EVENTS THAT HAVE OFTEN BEEN
OVERLOOKED IN MAINSTREAM NARRATIVES. THIS RECOGNITION HELPS TO CORRECT HISTORICAL INACCURACIES AND CONTRIBUTE
TO A MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN HISTORY.

W AYS To CELEBRATE BLACK HiISTORY MONTH

THERE ARE NUMEROUS WAYS TO HONOR BLACK HisSTORY MONTH, BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND WITHIN COMMUNITIES:

* ReAD Books: EXPLORE LITERATURE BY AFRICAN AMERICAN AUTHORS OR ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY TO GAIN
A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK INDIVIDUALS.

o ATTEND EVENTS: PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL EVENTS, LECTURES, OR WORKSHOPS THAT FOCUS ON BLACK HISTORY AND
CULTURE.

® SUPPORT BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES: USE THIS MONTH AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT BLACK ENTREPRENEURS AND
BUSINESSES.

® ENGAGE IN DIALOGUE: INITIATE CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, CULTURE, AND HISTORY WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO
PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING AND AW ARENESS.

® VOLUNTEER: GET INVOLVED WITH ORGANIZATIONS THAT SUPPORT THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, WHETHER
THROUGH MENTORSHIP, ADVOCACY, OR SERVICE.

CoNcCLUSION

THe BLACK HISTORY MONTH TIMELINE IS A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING LEGACY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THEIR
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL FABRIC OF THE UNITED STATES. AS WE REFLECT ON
THE EVENTS, FIGURES, AND THEMES THAT SHAPE THIS OBSERVANCE, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO CONTINUE ADVOCATING FOR
EDUCATION, A\ ARENESS, AND UNDERSTANDING OF BLACK HISTORY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE PAST, WE
CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE FUTURE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS THE ORIGIN OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH?

BLAck HiSTORY MONTH ORIGINATED IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1926 WHEN HISTORIAN CARTER G. W/ OODSON ESTABLISHED
‘NeGro HisTorY WEEK' TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY.

\YX/HEN DID BLACK HISTORY MONTH BECOME A MONTH-LONG CELEBRATION?

IN 1976, DURING THE UNITED STATES BICENTENNIAL, PRESIDENT GERALD FORD OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED FEBRUARY AS BLACK
HisTorY MONTH, ENCOURAGING THE NATION TO CELEBRATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK AMERICANS.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF FEBRUARY FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH?

FEBRUARY WAS CHOSEN FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH TO COINCIDE WITH THE BIRTHDAYS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND FREDERICK



DOUGLASS, BOTH OF WHOM PLAYED SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN THE HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.

How Is BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATED ACROSS DIFFERENT COUNTRIES?

W/HILE BLACK HISTORY MONTH IS PRIMARILY CELEBRATED IN FEBRUARY IN THE U.S. AND CANADA, THE UK OBSERVES IT IN
OCTOBER, WITH VARIOUS EVENTS, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTING BLACK HISTORY AND
CULTURE.

\W/HAT THEMES ARE OFTEN HIGHLIGHTED DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH?

EAcH YEAR, BLACK HISTORY MONTH OFTEN HAS A SPECIFIC THEME FOCUSING ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF BLACK HISTORY,
CULTURE, AND ACHIEVEMENTS, SUCH AS CIVIL RIGHTS, CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ARTS, AND THE INFLUENCE OF AFRICAN HERITAGE.

\WHAT ARE SOME NOTABLE EVENTS THAT HAVE OCCURRED DURING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH?

NOTABLE EVENTS INCLUDE EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS, FILM SCREENINGS, ART EXHIBITIONS, AND LECTURES FEATURING PROMINENT
BLACK FIGURES IN HISTORY, AS WELL AS CELEBRATIONS LIKE THE ANNUAL BLACk HisTORY MONTH OBSERVANCE IN SCHOOLS
AND COMMUNITIES.

How CAN INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS PARTICIPATE IN BLACK HISTORY MONTH?

INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS CAN PARTICIPATE BY HOSTING EDUCATIONAL EVENTS, PROMOTING BLACK AUTHORS AND
ARTISTS, VOLUNTEERING WITH LOCAL BLAck COMMUNITIES, AND RAISING AW ARENESS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF BLAck
HISTORY AND CULTURE.
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