BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH

BLack CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH IS AN ANNUAL OBSERVANCE THAT CELEBRATES THE RICH CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK
CATHoLICS TO THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY, WHILE ALSO RECOGNIZING THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES THEY HAVE FACED THROUGHOUT
HISTORY. OBSERVED EACH NOVEMBER, THIS MONTH-LONG CELEBRATION SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF
DIVERSITY WITHIN THE CATHOLIC FAITH AND HIGHLIGHTS THE INTERSECTIONALITY OF RACE, CULTURE, AND SPIRITUALITY. IT
PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EDUCATION, REFLECTION, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, INVITING ALL CATHOLICS AND PEOPLE
OF GOODWILL TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SIGNIFICANT ROLE THAT BLACK CATHOLICS HAVE PLAYED IN SHAPING THE CHURCH AND
THE BROADER COMMUNITY.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

EARLY BEGINNINGS OF BLACK CATHOLICISM

THE HISTORY OF BLACK CATHOLICS IN AMERICA DATES BACK TO THE EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD. THE ARRIVAL OF ENSLAVED
AFRICANS IN THE EARLY 1600S MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND
BLACK INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED STATES. DESPITE THE OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THEY LIVED, MANY ENSLAVED
AFRICANS EMBRACED CATHOLICISM AS A SOURCE OF HOPE AND COMMUNITY.

1. CoNVERSION AND COMMUNITY: ENSLAVED AFRICANS OFTEN FOUND SOLACE IN THE TEACHINGS OFJESUS AND FORMED THEIR
OWN COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE CHURCH. THEY ADAPTED CATHOLIC RITUALS, INFUSING THEM WITH ELEMENTS OF AFRICAN
SPIRITUALITY, CREATING A UNIQUE BLEND OF FAITH THAT RESONATED DEEPLY WITH THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE.

2. INFLUENTIAL FIGURES: FIGURES SUCH AS ST. MARTIN DE PORRES, A 17 TH-CENTURY PERUVIAN BORN TO A SPANISH FATHER
AND A BLACK MOTHER, BECAME SYMBOLS OF HOPE AND INSPIRATION FOR BLACK CATHOLICS. HIS LIFE EXEMPLIFIED THE VALUES
OF CHARITY, JUSTICE, AND SERVICE, AND HE IS CELEBRATED AS A PATRON SAINT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE.

THe IMPACT ofF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

THe CiviL RIGHTS MoVEMENT ofF THE 1950s aND 1960s HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON BLACKk CATHOLICS AND THEIR
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CHURCH. MANY BLACK CATHOLICS PLAYED VITAL ROLES IN THE MOVEMENT, ADVOCATING FOR JUSTICE
AND EQUALITY WHILE SEEKING TO ADDRESS THE SYSTEMIC RACISM PRESENT IN BOTH SOCIETY AND THE CHURCH.

1. LEADERSHIP AND ACTIVISM: PROMINENT FIGURES SUCH AS FATHER AUGUSTUS TOLTON, THE FIRST RECOGNIZED AFRICAN
AMERICAN PRIEST IN THE UNITED STATES, AND BISHOP HAROLD PERRY, WHO WORKED TIRELESSLY FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, PAVED THE
WAY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS OF BLACK CATHOLIC LEADERS.

2. INsTITUTIONAL CHANGE: THE SECOND VATICAN CounciL (1962-1965) BROUGHT ABOUT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE

CHURCH, ENCOURAGING GREATER INCLUSIVITY AND ENGAGEMENT WITH SOCIAL ISSUES. BLACK CATHOLICS SEIZED THIS
OPPORTUNITY TO ADVOCATE FOR THEIR RIGHTS WITHIN THE CHURCHI DEMANDING GREATER REPRESENTATION AND RECOGNITION.

SIGNIFICANCE OF BLACk CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH

CeLeBRATING CONTRIBUTIONS

BLack CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH SERVES AS A PLATFORM TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE MYRIAD CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK
CATHOLICS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. FROM THE ARTS TO EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, THEIR IMPACT IS BOTH PROFOUND



AND FAR-REACHING.

- ARTISTIC ExPRESSIONS: BLACK CATHOLICS HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO SACRED ART, MUSIC, AND
LITERATURE. THE SPIRITUALS AND HYMNS SUNG IN BLACK CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES OFTEN REFLECT THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE
AND EXPERIENCES, ENRICHING THE BROADER TAPESTRY OF CATHOLIC WORSHIP.

- EpucaTION: HISTORICALLY, BLAack CATHOLICS HAVE BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF ESTABLISHING SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTIONS
THAT SERVE THEIR COMMUNITIES. NOTABLE EXAMPLES INCLUDE XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA, THE ONLY HISTORICALLY
BLack CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES, AND NUMEROUS PARISH SCHOOLS THAT HAVE PROVIDED EDUCATION TO
UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS.

- SocCIAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY: THE COMMITMENT OF BLACK CATHOLICS TO SOCIAL JUSTICE IS EVIDENT IN THEIR ACTIVE
PARTICIPATION IN MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, ECONOMIC JUSTICE, AND THE DIGNITY OF ALL PEOPLE.
ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NATIONAL BLAack CATHOLIC CONGRESS HAVE EMERGED TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES WITHIN THE
CHURCH AND SOCIETY.

ReFLECTION AND EDUCATION

BLack CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH IS ALSO A TIME FOR REFLECTION AND EDUCATION. | T PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES TO LEARN ABOUT THE UNIQUE EXPERIENCES OF BLACK CATHOLICS AND THE CHALLENGES THEY
CONTINUE TO FACE.

1. EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES: V ARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND DIOCESES PROVIDE RESOURCES FOR PARISHES, SCHOOLS, AND
FAMILIES TO ENGAGE WITH THE HISTORY AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK CATHOLICS. THIS MAY INCLUDE W ORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, AND STUDY MATERIALS THAT HIGHLIGHT KEY FIGURES AND EVENTS.

2. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: LOCAL PARISHES OFTEN ORGANIZE EVENTS SUCH AS PANEL DISCUSSIONS, FILM SCREENINGS, AND
CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS. THESE GATHERINGS FOSTER DIALOGUE AND UNDERSTANDING, ALLOWING PARTICIPANTS TO SHARE
THEIR STORIES AND EXPERIENCES.

CHALLENGES FACeD BY BLAck CATHoLICS

DESPITE THE RICH HISTORY AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK CATHOLICSI THEY CONTINUE TO FACE CHALLENGES WITHIN THE
CHURCH AND SOCIETY. UNDERSTANDING THESE CHALLENGES IS ESSENTIAL FOR FOSTERING A MORE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE
ENVIRONMENT.

INSTITUTIONAL RACISM

INSTITUTIONAL RACISM REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT BARRIER FOR MANY BLACK CATHOLICS. FROM UNDERREPRESENTATION IN
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS TO A LACK OF CULTURALLY RELEVANT RESOURCES, THE CHURCH MUST CONFRONT THESE ISSUES HEAD-
ON TO CREATE A MORE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY.

- LEADERSHIP REPRESENTATION: W/HILE THERE HAVE BEEN STRIDES TOWARD GREATER INCLUSION, THE NUMBER OF BLAck
BISHOPS, PRIESTS, AND LAY LEADERS IN THE CHURCH REMAINS DISPROPORTIONATELY LOW. THIS UNDERREPRESENTATION CAN
LEAD TO A LACK OF UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT FOR THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF BLACK CATHOLICS.

- CULTURAL SENSITIVITY: MANY BLACK CATHOLICS REPORT FEELING ALIENATED WITHIN PREDOMINANTLY WHITE PARISHES. THE
NEED FOR CULTURALLY RELEVANT LITURGIES, MUSIC, AND PASTORAL CARE IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING A SENSE OF BELONGING
AND COMMUNITY.



ADDRESSING THE INTERSECTIONALITY OF RACE AND FAITH

THE INTERSECTIONALITY OF RACE AND FAITH PRESENTS UNIQUE CHALLENGES FOR BLACK CATHOLICS. MANY FACE
DISCRIMINATION NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR RACE BUT ALSO DUE TO THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. THIS DUALITY CAN LEAD TO
COMPLEX STRUGGLES AS THEY NAVIGATE THEIR IDENTITIES WITHIN BOTH THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY.

1. MenTAL HEALTH AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT: THE MENTAL HEALTH OF BLACK CATHOLICS IS AN OFTEN OVERLOOKED ASPECT
OF THEIR EXPERIENCE. THE CUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION CAN LEAD TO INCREASED STRESS AND MENTAL

HEALTH CHALLENGES. COMMUNITY SUPPORT SYSTEMS, INCLUDING COUNSELING AND PEER SUPPORT GROUPS, CAN PLAY A VITAL
ROLE IN ADDRESSING THESE ISSUES.

2. ADvocAcY FOR CHANGE: MANY BLACK CATHOLICS ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGING IN ADVOCACY EFFORTS TO ADDRESS SYSTEMIC
ISSUES BOTH WITHIN THE CHURCH AND IN SOCIETY AT LARGE. THIS INCLUDES PUSHING FOR BETTER REPRESENTATION,
RESOURCES, AND RECOGNITION OF THEIR UNIQUE EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

LoOKING FORWARD

As BLack CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH CONTINUES TO BE OBSERVED EACH NOVEMBER, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO LOOK TOWARD THE
FUTURE. THE ONGOING JOURNEY FOR JUSTICE, EQUALITY, AND RECOGNITION WITHIN THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY REQUIRES
COLLECTIVE EFFORT AND COMMITMENT.

EMPOWERING FUTURE GENERATIONS

ONE OF THE KEY FOCUSES OF BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH IS EMPOWERING FUTURE GENERATIONS TO TAKE AN ACTIVE
ROLE IN THEIR FAITH AND COMMUNITY. THIS EMPOWERMENT CAN TAKE MANY FORMS:

- EDUCATION AND MENTORSHIP: ESTABLISHING MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS THAT CONNECT YOUNG BLACK CATHOLICS WITH
LEADERS IN THEIR COMMUNITIES CAN FOSTER A SENSE OF BELONGING AND ENCOURAGEMENT. EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES THAT
HIGHLIGHT BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY CAN ALSO INSPIRE PRIDE AND RESILIENCE.

- LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: ENCOURAGING BLACK CATHOLICS TO PURSUE ROLES IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP CAN HELP ENSURE
THAT THEIR VOICES ARE HEARD AND REPRESENTED. PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP
TRAINING ARE VITAL FOR NURTURING FUTURE LEADERS.

BUILDING BRIDGES

BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN DIVERSE COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE CHURCH IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING AND
SOLIDARITY. INITIATIVES THAT PROMOTE DIALOGUE AND COLLABORATION AMONG DIFFERENT RACIAL AND CULTURAL GROUPS
CAN HELP CREATE A MORE UNIFIED AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH.

- INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUES: ORGANIZING EVENTS THAT BRING TOGETHER DIFFERENT CULTURAL GROUPS WITHIN THE CHURCH
CAN PROMOTE MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT. THESE DIALOGUES CAN HELP BREAK DOWN BARRIERS AND FOSTER A SENSE
OF UNITY.

- SHARED W ORSHIP EXPERIENCES: CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SHARED WORSHIP EXPERIENCES THAT CELEBRATE CULTURAL
DIVERSITY CAN ENRICH THE SPIRITUAL LIVES OF ALL CATHOLICS. THIS CAN INCLUDE MULTICULTURAL LITURGIES, MUSIC, AND
PRAYER SERVICES.

IN CONCLUSION, BLack CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH IS A VITAL OBSERVANCE THAT HONORS THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND
EXPERIENCES OF BLACK CATHOLICS WHILE PROMOTING EDUCATION, REFLECTION, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. BY RECOGNIZING
THE CHALLENGES THEY FACE AND CELEBRATING THEIR RICH HERITAGE, THE CHURCH CAN MOVE TOWARDS A MORE INCLUSIVE AND
EQUITABLE FUTURE FOR ALL ITS MEMBERS. |T IS A TIME TO REFLECT ON THE PAST, ENGAGE WITH THE PRESENT, AND EMPOWER



FUTURE GENERATIONS TO CONTINUE THE JOURNEY OF FAITH AND JUSTICE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is BLAck CATHoLIC HiIsTOrRY MONTH?

BLack CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH IS OBSERVED IN NOVEMBER TO CELEBRATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF BLACK CATHOLICS TO
THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR HISTORY, CULTURE, AND FAITH.

WHEN WAS BLAck CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH FIRST RECOGNIZED?

BLAack CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH WAS FIRST RECOGNIZED IN 1990 BY THE NATIONAL BLACk CaTHoLIC CLERGY CAUCUS IN
THE UNITED STATES.

WHAT THEMES ARE OFTEN HIGHLIGHTED DURING BLACK CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH?

THEMES OFTEN INCLUDE THE LEGACY OF BLACK SAINTS, THE IMPACT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE ON THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH, AND THE ONGOING STRUGGLES FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY WITHIN THE CHURCH.

\¥/HO ARE SOME NOTABLE FIGURES CELEBRATED DURING BLACk CATHoLIC HiISTORY
MONTH?

NOTABLE FIGURES INCLUDE ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO, ST. MARTIN DE PORRES, AND MORE CONTEMPORARY LEADERS LIKE FATHER
AUGUSTUS TOLTON, THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN PRIEST IN THE U.S.

How CAN INDIVIDUALS AND PARISHES CELEBRATE BLACK CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH?

INDIVIDUALS AND PARISHES CAN CELEBRATE BY ORGANIZING EDUCATIONAL EVENTS, LITURGIES, DISCUSSIONS, AND COMMUNITY
SERVICE PROJECTS THAT FOCUS ON BLACK CATHOLIC HERITAGE AND ISSUES.

\WHAT ROLE DO ORGANIZATIONS PLAY IN PROMOTING BLACK CATHoLIC HISTORY
MONTH?

ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE NATIONAL BLACk CATHoLIC CoNGRESS AND THE BLACK CATHOLIC CLErRGY CAUCUS PLAY A
CRUCIAL ROLE IN PROMOTING AW ARENESS, PROVIDING RESOURCES, AND FACILITATING EVENTS DURING BLACK CATHOLIC
HisTorY MONTH.

How poes BLAck CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH CONNECT TO BROADER SOCIAL JUSTICE
ISSUES?

BLack CATHoLIC HISTORY MONTH CONNECTS TO BROADER SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES BY ADDRESSING THE HISTORICAL AND
ONGOING STRUGGLES OF BLACK CATHOLICS WITHIN THE CHURCH AND ADVOCATING FOR RACIAL EQUALITY AND JUSTICE.

\WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE BLACK CATHOLIC CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
CHURCH?

ACKNOWLEDGING BLACK CATHOLIC CONTRIBUTIONS IS IMPORTANT FOR RECOGNIZING THE DIVERSITY OF THE CHURCH, FOSTERING
INCLUSIVITY, AND HONORING THE FAITH AND RESILIENCE OF BLAack CATHOLICS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.
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