bing crosby david bowie little drummer
boy lyrics

bing crosby david bowie little drummer boy lyrics is a phrase that
immediately brings to mind one of the most iconic and enduring Christmas
duets in popular music history. The collaboration between Bing Crosby and
David Bowie on the song "Little Drummer Boy" has captivated audiences since
its release, blending classic holiday spirit with unique vocal performances.
This article delves deeply into the lyrics of this memorable piece, exploring
their meaning, structure, and cultural impact. By examining the text closely,
readers will gain insight into why the song remains a beloved staple during
the holiday season. Additionally, the historical context of the collaboration
between these two legendary artists will be discussed, alongside a detailed
breakdown of the lyrical content itself. The exploration will also cover
variations in lyrics and notable live performances that have contributed to
the song's legacy.
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Background of Bing Crosby and David Bowie's
Collaboration

The duet between Bing Crosby and David Bowie on "Little Drummer Boy" was a
unique pairing that brought together two distinct musical generations and
styles. Bing Crosby, a legendary figure in American music known for his
smooth baritone and holiday classics, teamed up with David Bowie, a British
rock icon renowned for his innovative artistry and genre-defying music. Their
collaboration took place during a 1977 Christmas television special titled
"Bing Crosby's Merrie Olde Christmas." This pairing was unexpected but highly
successful, blending Crosby's traditional crooning with Bowie's avant-garde
persona. Understanding the background of this collaboration provides context
for the lyrics and the performance style they adopted, which remains a
cherished part of Christmas music history.



Overview of the Little Drummer Boy Song

"Little Drummer Boy" is a Christmas song that tells the story of a poor young
boy who plays his drum as a gift for the newborn Jesus. Originally written by
Katherine K. Davis in 1941, the song has been covered by many artists over
the decades. The version performed by Bing Crosby and David Bowie is
particularly famous for its distinctive call-and-response style, combining
Crosby's traditional vocals with Bowie's spoken-word and singing. The lyrics
of this song are simple yet poignant, emphasizing themes of humility, gift-
giving, and devotion. The melody, paired with the repetitive "pa rum pum pum
pum" refrain, creates a memorable and solemn atmosphere that resonates with
audiences every holiday season.

Detailed Analysis of Bing Crosby David Bowie
Little Drummer Boy Lyrics

The lyrics of the Bing Crosby David Bowie Little Drummer Boy duet consist of
a narrative interspersed with the iconic "pa rum pum pum pum" chorus. The
song begins with the introduction of the little drummer boy and his intention
to play a special gift for the newborn king. Bing Crosby typically assumes
the role of the narrator and the voice of the little drummer boy, while David
Bowie's parts add a contrasting texture that enhances the storytelling
aspect.

Lyrics Structure and Composition

The song follows a straightforward lyrical structure: verses describing the
boy's humble circumstances and his decision to play his drum, followed by the
recurring chorus that mimics the drumbeat. This structure emphasizes the
rhythmic and thematic consistency throughout the piece.

e Verse 1: Introduction of the little drummer boy and his humble offering.
e Chorus: The repeated "pa rum pum pum pum," symbolizing the drum sound.
e Verse 2: The boy's feelings about his gift and its significance.

e Final Chorus: A unifying call to celebrate the birth of Jesus through
music.

Key Lyrics and Their Meaning

Key lines such as "I played my drum for Him, pa rum pum pum pum" underscore
the boy's gift of music as a symbol of pure devotion. The repetition of the
drumbeat chorus throughout anchors the song's rhythm and reinforces the idea
that even the simplest gift, given with sincere intent, holds great value.



The lyrical interplay between Crosby and Bowie adds depth, with Bowie'’s
sometimes whispered or spoken lines providing a modern contrast to Crosby’s
classic delivery.

Symbolism and Themes in the Lyrics

The lyrics of "Little Drummer Boy" as performed by Bing Crosby and David
Bowie carry rich symbolism and several universal themes. At its core, the
song is about humility, faith, and the power of giving from the heart. The
little drummer boy, lacking material gifts, offers his musical talent as a
sincere tribute to the newborn Jesus, highlighting the theme that true gifts
come from selfless acts rather than material wealth.

Humility and Simplicity

The song portrays the drummer boy’s humble status, emphasizing that sincere
gestures are more meaningful than lavish presents. This humility is a central
theme, resonating with the spirit of Christmas and the biblical narrative of
Jesus’ birth.

Faith and Devotion

The lyrics express deep religious devotion, demonstrating how music and
personal expression can be forms of worship. The boy’'s drumming symbolizes a
heartfelt offering, connecting listeners to the spiritual significance of the
holiday.

Universal Message of Giving

Beyond its religious context, the song communicates a universal message about
the importance of giving what one can. It encourages generosity of spirit and
the recognition that every gift, no matter how small, holds value when given
with love.

Notable Performances and Legacy

The Bing Crosby David Bowie rendition of "Little Drummer Boy" has left a
lasting legacy in the realm of holiday music. The original 1977 television
special performance was widely acclaimed for its originality and emotional
impact. Since then, the duet has been released in various formats and
continues to receive airplay during the Christmas season.

Impact on Popular Culture

This performance bridged generational and stylistic divides, bringing
together fans of classic crooners and rock enthusiasts. The unique
collaboration has been referenced and parodied in media, underscoring its



cultural significance. It remains a symbol of artistic collaboration and
holiday spirit.

Subsequent Covers and Adaptations

Many artists have covered "Little Drummer Boy" over the years, inspired by
the Crosby-Bowie duet’s success. These versions often attempt to capture the
emotional sincerity and rhythmic charm that made the original so memorable.

Elements Contributing to Lasting Popularity

e The contrasting vocal styles of Crosby and Bowie, creating a dynamic
performance.

e The memorable and rhythmic "pa rum pum pum pum" refrain.
e The song's universal themes of humility, faith, and giving.

e Its association with a beloved Christmas television special.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally performed the song 'Little Drummer
Boy' featured in the Bing Crosby and David Bowie
version?

The song 'Little Drummer Boy' was originally performed by the Trapp Family
Singers in 1955 and later popularized by various artists, including Bing
Crosby and David Bowie in their famous duet.

What is unique about the Bing Crosby and David Bowie
version of 'Little Drummer Boy' lyrics?

The Bing Crosby and David Bowie version combines traditional 'Little Drummer
Boy' lyrics with a new rap verse performed by David Bowie, creating a unique
and memorable collaboration.

When was the Bing Crosby and David Bowie version of
'Little Drummer Boy' released?

The duet was recorded and released in 1977 as part of a Christmas special and
became a classic holiday song.



What themes are present in the lyrics of 'Little
Drummer Boy' as sung by Bing Crosby and David Bowie?

The lyrics emphasize humility, giving from the heart, and the spirit of
Christmas, focusing on the drummer boy's simple gift of music to the newborn
Jesus.

Are the lyrics of Bing Crosby and David Bowie's
'Little Drummer Boy' different from the original
song?

The core lyrics remain the same, but David Bowie added a distinctive rap-
style section, introducing new lines and a modern twist to the traditional
carol.

Where can I find the full lyrics of Bing Crosby and
David Bowie's 'Little Drummer Boy'?

The full lyrics can be found on various lyric websites, music streaming
platforms, and official releases of the song, often credited as 'Peace on
Earth/Little Drummer Boy.'

What is the significance of the 'Peace on Earth'
part in the Bing Crosby and David Bowie version?

'Peace on Earth' is a counter-melody written specifically for the duet,
performed by David Bowie, complementing the traditional 'Little Drummer Boy'
lyrics sung by Bing Crosby.

How have fans and critics reacted to the Bing Crosby
and David Bowie 'Little Drummer Boy' lyrics?

The duet is widely praised for its innovative blend of genres and heartfelt
lyrics, becoming a beloved and enduring Christmas classic appreciated by
multiple generations.

Additional Resources

1. The Bing Crosby Christmas Classics: The Stories Behind the Songs

This book dives into the history and legacy of Bing Crosby’s most beloved
holiday songs, including the iconic "Little Drummer Boy." It explores how
Crosby’s smooth voice and heartfelt performances helped shape the sound of
Christmas music. Readers will gain insight into the cultural impact of these
timeless classics and the stories behind their creation.

2. David Bowie and the Evolution of Holiday Music



Exploring a lesser-known aspect of David Bowie’'s career, this book examines
his influence on holiday music and seasonal performances. It highlights
Bowie’s unique style and how he brought a new dimension to traditional
Christmas songs, including collaborations and covers. The book also discusses
Bowie’s enduring impact on music and pop culture during the holiday season.

3. Little Drummer Boy: The Song That Touched the World

A comprehensive look at the history, meaning, and various renditions of
"Little Drummer Boy," this book traces the song’s journey from its origins to
its place in modern Christmas traditions. It includes stories about notable
artists like Bing Crosby and David Bowie who popularized the song through
memorable performances. Readers will appreciate the song’s message and its
universal appeal.

4. Christmas Legends: Bing Crosby, David Bowie, and the Magic of Music

This book celebrates the careers of Bing Crosby and David Bowie, focusing on
their contributions to holiday music. It explores their iconic duet of
"Little Drummer Boy" and how their collaboration brought together different
musical worlds. The narrative provides a behind-the-scenes look at the making
of their famous recordings and the enduring charm of their holiday music.

5. Lyrics and Legends: The Stories Behind Holiday Songs

Focusing on the lyrics and stories of classic holiday songs, this book
includes detailed analyses of "Little Drummer Boy" and other favorites
performed by artists like Bing Crosby and David Bowie. It explores the poetic
elements and cultural significance of these songs, revealing how they
continue to resonate with audiences. The book is perfect for music lovers
interested in the art of songwriting.

6. Bing Crosby and David Bowie: A Holiday Duet for the Ages

This book focuses specifically on the famous duet between Bing Crosby and
David Bowie, examining the collaboration’s origins, recording sessions, and
reception. It also looks at how this unique pairing bridged generational and
stylistic gaps in music. Through interviews and archival material, readers
get an intimate view of one of the most memorable holiday performances.

7. From Jazz to Rock: The Musical Journey of Bing Crosby and David Bowie
Tracing the musical careers of both Bing Crosby and David Bowie, this book
highlights their evolving styles and how they each brought their distinctive
flair to holiday music. It explores the crossover of genres and the ways
their interpretations of songs like "Little Drummer Boy" reflect broader
changes in the music industry. This is a must-read for fans interested in
music history and genre blending.

8. The Little Drummer Boy Phenomenon: Covers, Culture, and Christmas

An exploration of the widespread popularity of "Little Drummer Boy," this
book covers numerous covers, including the famous Bing Crosby and David Bowie
version. It discusses how the song became a cultural staple during Christmas
and its significance across different countries and musical styles. The book
offers fascinating insights into why this simple song continues to inspire
artists and listeners alike.



9. Holiday Harmonies: The Art of Christmas Music Performance

This book delves into what makes holiday music performances special, with
case studies on iconic renditions such as Bing Crosby and David Bowie'’s
"Little Drummer Boy." It examines vocal techniques, emotional expression, and
stage presence that contribute to memorable holiday music experiences.
Readers will also find tips for aspiring musicians on how to capture the
magic of Christmas through song.
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