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Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19 is a significant entry in the acclaimed
collection dedicated to one of jazz's most revered pianists and composers. This series not
only highlights Evans' extraordinary talent but also serves as an invaluable resource for
both aspiring and seasoned musicians. Volume 19 continues to build upon the legacy of
Evans, offering insights into his unique style, improvisational techniques, and emotional
depth that has captivated audiences for decades. In this article, we will delve into the
features of this volume, its place in the larger series, and the impact of Bill Evans on the
world of jazz piano.

Overview of Bill Evans

Bill Evans (1929-1980) was an American jazz pianist and composer known for his
innovative harmonic language and lyrical playing style. He was a prominent figure in the
jazz world, notable for his role in the development of modal jazz and his collaborations
with other jazz legends such as Miles Davis and Tony Bennett. Evans' music is
characterized by:

- Complex Harmonies: He often employed extended chords and intricate voicings, which
added a layer of sophistication to his music.
- Lyrical Melodies: His compositions are known for their emotional depth and melodic
beauty, often evoking a sense of introspection.
- Unique Rhythmic Approaches: Evans had a distinctive touch and timing, frequently
utilizing rubato and syncopation to create tension and release in his performances.

The Jazz Piano Solos Series

The Jazz Piano Solos Series is a collection that celebrates the artistry of various jazz
pianists, with each volume focusing on a specific artist's work or style. Volume 19 of this
series is dedicated to Bill Evans, showcasing a selection of his most beloved pieces. This
series stands out for several reasons:

- Transcriptions: The volumes include accurate transcriptions of the original recordings,
allowing pianists to learn directly from Evans' interpretations.
- Detailed Annotations: Each piece comes with performance notes, providing insights into
the nuances of Evans' playing style.
- Play-Along Tracks: Many volumes include accompanying tracks that allow musicians to
practice and perform alongside a professional band.



Contents of Volume 19

Volume 19 features a selection of compositions that exemplify Bill Evans' style and musical
philosophy. The pieces included in this volume are designed to challenge and inspire
pianists. Some of the notable tracks are:

1. "Waltz for Debby": One of Evans' most famous compositions, this piece captures a
whimsical yet poignant essence and is a staple in the jazz repertoire.

2. "Blue in Green": Co-written with Miles Davis, this composition showcases Evans' modal
harmony and lyrical phrasing, making it a favorite among jazz musicians.

3. "Peace Piece": An improvisational work that reflects deep emotional currents, "Peace
Piece" is a meditative exploration of harmony and melody.

4. "My Foolish Heart": This standard, which Evans has interpreted in various ways,
highlights his ability to infuse classic tunes with personal emotion.

5. "Autumn Leaves": A timeless standard that serves as a canvas for Evans' harmonic
creativity and improvisational brilliance.

Each of these pieces not only represents Evans' technical skill but also his ability to convey
emotion through music.

Learning from Bill Evans

For pianists seeking to learn from Bill Evans' style and technique, Volume 19 serves as an
essential resource. Here are some approaches to effectively study and incorporate his
methods into your playing:

1. Focus on Harmonic Structure

- Analyze Chord Voicings: Take time to study Evans' unique chord voicings, which often
include major seventh, minor seventh, and diminished chords, along with extensions such
as ninths and elevenths.
- Practice Modal Playing: Emphasize the use of modes in improvisation, allowing for a
richer harmonic palette.

2. Embrace Lyrical Phrasing

- Sing Along: To develop a more lyrical playing style, try singing the melodies of the pieces
you’re learning. This will help internalize the phrasing.
- Use Dynamics: Pay attention to the dynamics in Evans' recordings, practicing variations
in volume and touch to convey emotion.



3. Experiment with Rhythm

- Rubato Techniques: Practice playing with rubato, allowing for flexible timing that can
enhance expressiveness.
- Syncopation: Incorporate syncopated rhythms into your playing, drawing from Evans'
unique rhythmic approaches.

The Legacy of Bill Evans

Bill Evans' influence on jazz and piano playing is immeasurable. His innovative approach
to harmony and improvisation has inspired countless musicians across genres. Some key
aspects of his legacy include:

- Modal Jazz: Evans played a pivotal role in the development of modal jazz, particularly
through his work with Miles Davis on the groundbreaking album "Kind of Blue."
- Piano Trios: His work with piano trios set a new standard for group interplay and
communication, emphasizing the role of the piano as both a harmonic and melodic
instrument.
- Emotional Depth: Evans' ability to convey emotion through music has influenced
generations of musicians, encouraging them to seek authenticity in their performances.

Conclusion

Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19 is more than just a collection of sheet music;
it is a tribute to the genius of Bill Evans and an invaluable tool for anyone looking to
deepen their understanding of jazz piano. By studying the pieces in this volume, musicians
can gain insights into Evans' harmonic innovations, lyrical phrasing, and unique rhythmic
qualities. As jazz continues to evolve, the music of Bill Evans remains a cornerstone,
inspiring new generations of pianists to explore the depths of creativity and expression in
their art. Whether you are a student, a performer, or a devoted fan of jazz, Volume 19 is a
treasure trove of musical inspiration that will continue to resonate for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19'?
It is a collection of transcriptions of piano solos by the renowned jazz pianist Bill Evans,
featuring his unique style and interpretation.

What pieces are included in Volume 19 of the Bill Evans



Jazz Piano Solos Series?
Volume 19 includes a selection of Bill Evans' notable compositions and arrangements,
showcasing his harmonic complexity and improvisational skills.

Who is the intended audience for 'Bill Evans Jazz Piano
Solos Series Volume 19'?
The series is intended for jazz pianists, students, and enthusiasts who want to study and
perform Bill Evans' music.

What are the key characteristics of Bill Evans' piano
style featured in Volume 19?
The key characteristics include lyrical melodies, innovative harmonic progressions, and
intricate voicings that are hallmarks of Evans' playing.

How can 'Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19'
help improve a pianist's skills?
Studying the solos can improve a pianist's improvisation techniques, understanding of jazz
harmony, and ability to interpret complex musical phrases.

Is 'Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19'
suitable for beginner pianists?
While it is primarily aimed at intermediate to advanced players, beginners can also benefit
by analyzing the music and gradually working through simpler sections.

Where can I purchase 'Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series
Volume 19'?
It is available for purchase at major music retailers, online bookstores, and digital music
platforms that specialize in sheet music.
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