biggest upset in kentucky derby
history

The biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history is a topic that stirs the
emotions of horse racing enthusiasts and casual fans alike. The Kentucky
Derby, often referred to as "The Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports," has a
rich history dating back to 1875. Over the decades, it has seen its fair
share of thrilling finishes, legendary horses, and dramatic upsets. Among
these, one particular event stands out as the most significant upset: the
victory of Donerail in 1913.

Understanding the Kentucky Derby

The Kentucky Derby is the first leg of the American Triple Crown, which also
includes the Preakness Stakes and the Belmont Stakes. Held annually on the
first Saturday in May at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky, the race
has become a prestigious event not only in the world of horse racing but also
in American culture.

The Derby attracts the best thoroughbreds and their connections from around
the country, and it is known for its large crowds, extravagant hats, and
vibrant festivities. However, the heart of the Derby is the race itself,
where underdogs can rise to the occasion, and favorites can fall short.

The Story of Donerail

In 1913, the racing world was buzzing with anticipation as the Kentucky Derby
approached. The favorite that year was a horse named Hourless, who had been
undefeated leading up to the race. Donerail, on the other hand, was a long
shot with odds of 91-1. This meant that for every dollar bet on Donerail, the
payout would be $91 if he won.

Donerail was not only an underdog but also a horse with a troubled past. He
had experienced injuries and inconsistent performances, leading many to write
him off as a contender. However, his owner, the influential businessman and
horseman, John F. Schorr, believed in Donerail's potential.

On the day of the race, the weather was less than favorable, with rain and
mud making the track challenging for all competitors. This scenario often
favors horses that are less favored and can handle the slop better than their
more polished counterparts.



The Race

As the gates opened, the tension was palpable. Donerail stumbled slightly but
quickly regained his footing. The race unfolded with Hourless taking an early
lead, demonstrating impressive speed and agility. However, as they approached
the final turn, the muddy track began to take its toll on the leaders, and
they started to tire.

In a surprising turn of events, Donerail, who had been biding his time in the
back of the pack, began to make his move. With a fierce determination, he
charged down the stretch, overtaking horses one by one. The crowd erupted as
it became clear that Donerail was not only gaining ground but was on the
verge of pulling off one of the most shocking victories in the history of the
Kentucky Derby.

As the horses approached the finish line, Donerail surged ahead, ultimately
crossing it first, with a final time of 2:04. The shockwave of his victory
rippled through the audience, and the disbelief was palpable. Donerail’s win
was not just an upset; it was a historic moment that would be etched in the
annals of horse racing history.

The Aftermath of Donerail's Victory

Donerail's victory in the 1913 Kentucky Derby was significant for several
reasons:

e Historic Payout: The odds of 91-1 made Donerail's victory one of the
largest payouts in Derby history. Bettors who placed their faith in him
were rewarded handsomely, and the race became a case study in the
unpredictability of horse racing.

e Impact on the Sport: Donerail's win served as a reminder that in horse
racing, anything can happen. It inspired future generations of horse
owners and trainers to believe in their horses, regardless of their past
performances or odds.

e Legacy: Donerail became a legend not just for his upset victory but also
for his role in enhancing the popularity of the Kentucky Derby. His
story continues to be shared and celebrated, making him a symbol of the
underdog triumphing against all odds.

Comparisons to Other Upsets



While Donerail's victory remains the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history,
there have been other remarkable upsets worth mentioning:

1. Giacomo (2005): Another long shot, Giacomo, won the Derby at odds of
50-1, shocking the racing world. His victory was not only surprising but
also highlighted the unpredictable nature of the sport.

2. Mine That Bird (2009): With odds of 50-1, Mine That Bird won the Derby
in a stunning fashion, coming from last place to take the lead in the
final moments of the race. His victory was celebrated for its dramatic
flair and the horse's incredible determination.

3. Country House (2019): In one of the most controversial finishes, Country
House was declared the winner after Maximum Security was disqualified
for interference. This marked the first time in Kentucky Derby history
that a horse was disqualified after crossing the finish line first.

The Cultural Significance of the Upset

Donerail's upset in the 1913 Kentucky Derby transcended the realm of sports,
becoming a part of American folklore. His story is a classic narrative of the
underdog triumphing against all odds, resonating with people far beyond the
racetrack.

Many facets of American culture celebrate the idea of the unexpected hero.
From films and literature to sports and politics, the theme of an unlikely
victor captures the imagination and serves as a source of inspiration.
Donerail's victory is often cited as a prime example of this narrative,
further solidifying his place in history.

Conclusion

The biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history belongs to Donerail, whose
astonishing victory in 1913 continues to capture the hearts and minds of
horse racing fans. His win serves as a testament to the unpredictability of
the sport, reminding us that every race is an opportunity for an underdog to
rise and shine.

As we look forward to future Derbies, the legacy of Donerail remains a
powerful reminder of the thrill and excitement that horse racing brings. The
story of the underdog will continue to inspire generations, ensuring that
moments like Donerail's victory will never be forgotten.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in Kentucky
Derby history?

The biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history is often attributed to the 1913
race where a horse named Donerail, a 91-1 long shot, won the race.

How did Donerail's victory in 1913 impact wagering
in horse racing?

Donerail's unexpected win led to significant payouts for bettors, as the odds
of 91-1 resulted in a massive $184.90 payout for a $2 bet, showcasing the
unpredictability of horse racing.

What factors contributed to Donerail's shocking win
at the Kentucky Derby?

Several factors contributed to Donerail's win, including a favorable track
condition, a skilled ride by jockey Roscoe Goose, and the fact that many
favored horses did not perform as expected.

How does Donerail's upset compare to other notable
upsets in sports history?

Donerail's upset is comparable to other significant sports upsets, such as
the Miracle on Ice in hockey or Buster Douglas defeating Mike Tyson in
boxing, showcasing how underdogs can triumph against the odds.

What is the legacy of the 1913 Kentucky Derby and
Donerail's win?

The legacy of the 1913 Kentucky Derby is one of surprise and excitement, as
Donerail's win has become a symbol of hope for long shots in horse racing,
inspiring generations of bettors and fans.
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