
big history project homeschool
Big History Project homeschool is an innovative educational approach that intertwines
various disciplines to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of history from
the Big Bang to the present day. The Big History Project (BHP) is designed to equip learners
with the skills to think critically about the world around them and understand the
interconnectedness of various events and phenomena throughout time. This article will
explore the principles of the Big History Project, its benefits for homeschoolers, how to
implement it effectively, and the resources available for parents and students.

Understanding Big History

Big History is an interdisciplinary framework that examines history from a vast perspective.
It covers a wide range of topics, including:

- Cosmology
- Biology
- Geology
- Anthropology
- Sociology
- Economics

This approach allows students to see how events in one field influence others, fostering a
holistic understanding of the past. The Big History Project takes learners through several
key thresholds that mark significant shifts in the history of the universe, such as the
formation of stars, the emergence of life, and the development of human civilizations.

The Eight Thresholds of Big History

The Big History Project identifies eight key thresholds that students explore:

1. The Big Bang: The universe's birth and the fundamental laws of physics.
2. Stars: The formation of stars and the creation of elements through nuclear fusion.
3. Earth and the Solar System: The formation of our planet and its place in the solar
system.
4. Life: The emergence of life on Earth, from single-celled organisms to complex lifeforms.
5. Collective Learning: The development of language and culture, allowing humanity to
share knowledge.
6. Agriculture: The transition from nomadic lifestyles to settled agricultural communities.
7. The Modern Revolution: Rapid advancements in technology, economy, and society in the
last few hundred years.
8. The Future: Speculations about humanity's future and the potential challenges we may
face.



Benefits of the Big History Project for
Homeschoolers

Homeschooling offers unique opportunities to tailor education to a child's specific needs
and interests. The Big History Project enhances this experience through several benefits:

Interdisciplinary Learning: Students engage with multiple subjects, fostering
connections and a deeper understanding of how different fields interact.

Critical Thinking Skills: The project encourages students to analyze and synthesize
information, enhancing their ability to think critically.

Global Perspective: Big History helps students appreciate diverse cultures and
histories, promoting empathy and understanding.

Engagement with Big Questions: Students are encouraged to ponder significant
questions about existence, humanity, and the future, stimulating curiosity.

Flexible Learning: The structure of the Big History Project allows parents to adapt
the curriculum to suit their child's pace and interests.

Creating a Big History Homeschool Curriculum

Implementing a Big History curriculum in a homeschool setting requires careful planning
and resource selection. Here are steps to create an effective Big History Project homeschool
curriculum:

Familiarize Yourself with the Curriculum: Begin by exploring the official Big1.
History Project website, which offers a wealth of resources, including videos, articles,
and lesson plans.

Set Learning Goals: Define what you want your child to achieve through this2.
curriculum, including critical thinking skills, historical knowledge, and interdisciplinary
understanding.

Choose Resources: Select books, documentaries, and online resources that align3.
with the eight thresholds of Big History. Consider incorporating a mix of visual,
auditory, and kinesthetic materials to cater to different learning styles.

Develop a Timeline: Create a structured schedule outlining when each threshold will4.
be covered. This helps maintain focus and ensures a comprehensive exploration of the
material.

Incorporate Projects and Activities: Engage your child with hands-on projects,5.



such as creating timelines, conducting experiments, or researching specific historical
events. Encourage creative expression through art, writing, and presentations.

Assess Progress: Regularly evaluate your child's understanding and engagement6.
with the material. This could involve discussions, quizzes, or portfolio assessments
showcasing their work.

Resources for the Big History Project

A variety of resources are available to support families engaging in the Big History Project
homeschool curriculum. These include:

Online Resources

- Big History Project Website: The official website provides a free, comprehensive
curriculum with interactive modules, videos, and reading materials.
- Khan Academy: Offers supplementary courses on topics related to Big History, including
world history, science, and economics.
- YouTube Channels: Various educational channels provide video content that aligns with
Big History, such as TED-Ed and Crash Course.

Books and Literature

- "Big History: Between Nothing and Everything" by David Christian: A foundational text
that explores the concepts of Big History.
- "Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History" by David Christian: This book provides a
visual and narrative exploration of Big History.
- "Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind" by Yuval Noah Harari: While not strictly a Big
History text, this book offers insights into human history within a broader context.

Documentaries and Educational Videos

- "The Universe" series: Examines cosmology and the formation of the universe, providing
visual context for the Big Bang and subsequent events.
- "Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey": This series by Neil deGrasse Tyson explores scientific
concepts related to Big History and the development of life on Earth.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Discussion



A significant aspect of the Big History Project is fostering critical thinking and open
discussion. Encourage your child to:

- Ask questions about the material and explore different perspectives.
- Engage in debates about historical events and their implications for the present and
future.
- Connect historical events to current issues, promoting relevance and application of
knowledge.

Conclusion

The Big History Project homeschool offers a unique, interdisciplinary approach to
education that can enrich a child's learning experience. By exploring history from a broad
perspective, students can develop critical thinking skills and appreciate the
interconnectedness of the universe's narrative. With the right resources and a structured
approach, parents can effectively implement this engaging curriculum, fostering a love for
learning and a deeper understanding of the world. As students navigate the complexities of
history, they are not only learning about the past but also preparing to face the challenges
of the future with curiosity and insight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Big History Project?
The Big History Project is an educational curriculum that spans from the Big Bang to
modern times, integrating various disciplines such as science, history, and social studies to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the universe and humanity's place within it.

How can the Big History Project be adapted for
homeschooling?
Homeschoolers can adapt the Big History Project by using its online resources, videos, and
lesson plans, tailoring them to fit their children's learning styles and pacing, while
incorporating hands-on activities and discussions.

What age group is the Big History Project suitable for in
a homeschool setting?
The Big History Project is designed for middle school and high school students, but it can be
adapted for younger learners through simplified concepts and activities.

Are there any costs associated with the Big History



Project for homeschoolers?
No, the Big History Project is free and offers a wealth of online materials, resources, and
lesson plans for families and educators to utilize without any cost.

What subjects does the Big History Project cover?
The Big History Project covers a wide range of subjects, including astronomy, biology,
geology, history, economics, and sociology, all interconnected to provide a holistic
understanding of historical processes.

Can I find community support for using the Big History
Project in homeschooling?
Yes, there are online forums, social media groups, and local homeschooling communities
where parents and educators share experiences, resources, and support while using the Big
History Project.

What skills do students develop through the Big History
Project?
Students develop critical thinking, analytical skills, and an understanding of interdisciplinary
connections, as well as the ability to synthesize information from various sources and
perspectives.
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