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Biblical preaching has undergone significant evolution throughout history,
adapting to various cultural contexts and theological perspectives. One of
the most influential voices in contemporary homiletics is Haddon W. Robinson,
whose work on the development and delivery of expository messages has left an
indelible mark on the discipline. In this article, we will explore the
principles of biblical preaching as articulated by Robinson, examining the
nuances of expository preaching, its importance in the church, and practical
guidelines for effectively delivering expository messages.

Understanding Expository Preaching

Expository preaching is a method that emphasizes the explanation of biblical
texts, allowing the Scripture to dictate the content and structure of the
sermon. This approach seeks to uncover the original meaning of the text and
apply it to the contemporary audience.

Definition of Expository Preaching

Expository preaching can be defined as:

- Text-driven: The sermon is based primarily on a specific biblical passage.
- Contextually grounded: It considers the historical, cultural, and literary
context of the Scripture.
- Application-oriented: It seeks to connect the biblical text to the lives of
the listeners.

Robinson asserts that the primary goal of expository preaching is to convey
the intended message of the Bible, ensuring that the preacher's voice does
not overshadow God's Word.

Historical Context of Expository Preaching

The roots of expository preaching can be traced back to the early church,
where sermons were often based on the Scriptures. Over time, various
movements and figures have influenced its development:

1. The Reformation: Reformers like Martin Luther and John Calvin emphasized
the importance of Scripture, leading to a resurgence of expository preaching.
2. 19th Century Revivalism: Preachers such as Charles Spurgeon and D.L. Moody
employed expository methods to reach broader audiences.
3. 20th Century: With the rise of the modern church, figures like Haddon
Robinson have further refined expository preaching, making it accessible and
relevant for contemporary congregations.



The Importance of Expository Preaching

Expository preaching holds a crucial place in the life of the church for
several reasons:

Faithfulness to Scripture

Expository preaching prioritizes the biblical text, ensuring that the
preacher faithfully communicates God's Word. This approach helps guard
against the temptation to manipulate Scripture for personal agendas or
popular opinion.

Spiritual Growth

When congregants engage with the Bible through expository preaching, they are
better equipped to understand and apply biblical principles in their lives.
This method encourages deeper study and reflection on the Scriptures,
promoting spiritual maturity.

Cultivating a Biblical Worldview

Expository preaching helps congregations develop a biblical worldview by
systematically teaching the entire counsel of God. This holistic approach
allows listeners to see how various passages interconnect and contribute to a
comprehensive understanding of God's purpose.

Principles of Expository Preaching According to
Haddon W. Robinson

Haddon Robinson outlines several fundamental principles to guide preachers in
the development and delivery of expository messages. These principles serve
as a roadmap for effective preaching.

1. Understanding the Text

Before preaching, it is essential to thoroughly study the biblical text.
Robinson emphasizes the importance of:

- Historical context: Understanding the background, culture, and
circumstances surrounding the passage.
- Literary context: Analyzing the structure, genre, and literary devices used
in the text.
- Theological context: Recognizing the theological themes and how they relate
to the broader narrative of Scripture.



2. Developing a Central Idea

Once the preacher has a firm grasp of the text, the next step is to determine
a central idea or theme for the message. Robinson suggests that this idea
should:

- Be rooted in the text: The central idea must emerge from the text rather
than be imposed upon it.
- Be clear and concise: A well-defined central idea aids in maintaining focus
and coherence throughout the sermon.
- Be applicable: The idea should resonate with the audience, offering
practical insights for their lives.

3. Structuring the Sermon

A well-structured sermon enhances clarity and engagement. Robinson outlines a
basic structure that can be adapted to various texts:

- Introduction: Capture the audience's attention and introduce the central
idea.
- Exposition: Provide a thorough explanation of the text, highlighting key
points and insights.
- Illustration: Use stories, anecdotes, or examples to clarify and reinforce
the message.
- Application: Challenge the audience to apply the biblical principles to
their lives.
- Conclusion: Summarize the main points and reiterate the significance of the
message.

4. Delivering the Sermon

Delivery is a critical aspect of preaching that can significantly impact the
effectiveness of the message. Robinson emphasizes the importance of:

- Authenticity: Preachers should be genuine and relatable, allowing their
personality and passion for the Scriptures to shine through.
- Engagement: Use eye contact, vocal variety, and body language to connect
with the audience and maintain their attention.
- Clarity: Aim for clear articulation and organization, ensuring that the
message is easy to follow.

Practical Tips for Effective Expository
Preaching

To further aid in the development and delivery of expository messages, here
are some practical tips:

1. Pray for Guidance: Begin the preparation process with prayer, seeking the
Holy Spirit's guidance and wisdom in understanding the text and crafting the
message.
2. Read Widely: Engage with commentaries and other resources to gain insights



from scholars and theologians who have studied the text.
3. Practice Delivery: Rehearse the sermon multiple times, focusing on pacing,
tone, and gestures to ensure a polished presentation.
4. Seek Feedback: After delivering a sermon, solicit feedback from trusted
mentors or peers to identify areas for improvement.
5. Stay Humble: Recognize that preaching is a privilege and responsibility;
always strive for faithfulness to God's Word and the needs of the
congregation.

Conclusion

In summary, biblical preaching, particularly through the lens of Haddon W.
Robinson's work, emphasizes the importance of expository preaching in the
life of the church. By faithfully unpacking the Scriptures and applying their
truths to contemporary life, preachers can foster spiritual growth, cultivate
a biblical worldview, and ensure that the message of the Gospel remains
central. Through understanding the text, developing a clear central idea,
structuring the sermon effectively, and delivering it with authenticity,
preachers can honor God and serve their congregations with integrity and
passion. Ultimately, the goal of expository preaching is not merely to inform
but to transform the lives of listeners through the power of God's Word.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Haddon W. Robinson's
approach to biblical preaching?

Haddon W. Robinson emphasizes expository preaching, which focuses on
explaining and applying the biblical text in a way that is clear and relevant
to the audience.

How does Robinson define expository preaching in his
work?

Robinson defines expository preaching as a method that seeks to uncover the
meaning of the biblical text and communicate its truths effectively, ensuring
that the message is rooted in Scripture.

What are the key components of developing an
expository sermon according to Robinson?

Robinson outlines several key components, including understanding the text's
historical context, identifying the main idea, and constructing a logical
flow that applies the text to the audience’s lives.

What role does audience engagement play in Robinson's
preaching methodology?

Audience engagement is crucial in Robinson's methodology; he stresses the
importance of connecting the biblical message to the listeners' experiences
and needs to make the sermon impactful.



How does Robinson suggest preachers should handle the
application of biblical texts?

Robinson advises that preachers should provide practical applications that
stem directly from the biblical text, ensuring that listeners understand how
to live out the message in their daily lives.

What is the significance of organization in
expository preaching as per Robinson?

Robinson highlights that a well-organized sermon helps the audience follow
the preacher's thoughts more easily, enhancing comprehension and retention of
the biblical message being presented.
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